aof Colorado

Daimatian Rescue RGN 1)

©2007 Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado

Volume 1, Edition 3 Fort Collins, CO July 10, 2007

2 Poisons, Poisons, Everywherefs’e By Deb M. Eldredge DVM
‘ The ASPCA Animal Poison Control Centerrecently released a list of the ten most common

b poisons that dogs ingest. What is immediately istgilabout the list is how ordinary each of the

| l' J poisons is — most of us have these compounds ihames or garages. The list is a reminder that |
] " is important to keep medications and potentialliddtems locked up or stored safely away from

' ¥ our pets. Here’s a list of the toxins you needdegkout of your pet’s reach:

Ibuprofen — Ibuprofen is a widely used human non-steroidétiaflammatory drug. In dogs, this
medication can cause stomach and kidney problethewn impact the nervous system causing symptoofsas
depression and seizures. If you drop a pill, be eareful to find it before your dog does. Labs 8adgles are
notorious for snarfing up dropped drugs. If thippens in your household, be sure to make your dagtyif you can,
as soon as you suspect he ate any pills, and #gleyoar veterinarian. Never give your dog Ibuprofer pain or
discomfort.

Chocolate— Chocolate has two potent substances — theobeoamd caffeine. The amount of these compounds irese
in chocolate varies greatly depending upon the &mebrand of chocolate. The dog who indulges otolate with
large amounts of theobromine or caffeine may shwreased heart rate and excitability leading tsipdes seizures. If
you can make you dog vomit close to the time oéstgpn, do so. Then head to your veterinarian.aly take up to
three days for the theobromine effects to wearawftl this can be dangerous for your dog’s heart.

Ant and Roach Baits— Ant and roach baits may be found in motels wywntravel, as well as in areas around your
home. Luckily the toxic substances are generalyg@nt in small amounts, but they are often foundchin with tasty
treats like peanut butter that your dog may fimdsrstible. If your dog ingests the bait, he is enlikely to have a
problem with the parts of the container he eats thigh the ingredients, but take him into your vetarian just the
same. Better to be safe than sorry.

Rodenticides— People often rely on rodenticides to remove raimmg rats when they don’'t have a good cat or skille
terrier to do the dirty work. Most of these producbntain anticoagulants that stimulate fatal blegdh rodents. They
can also stimulate bleeding in dogs that eat #ated blocks. Paralysis, seizures, and kidneyréadue all possible
effects of these potent drugs. Induce vomitingoifi gan, but then head directly to your veterinariésur dog may
need fluids, blood tests to follow the progressbtreatment, vitamin K injections, and possiblera blood
transfusion. Some versions of rodenticides haveedallciferol that can cause elevated blood cal@athphosphorus
levels, which lead to renal failure. This may regqua much different course of action for your pigbossible, bring the
container for the poison into your vet’s office,they can determine exactly what your dog is upresga
Acetaminophen— Acetaminophen is an extremely common pain médicdor people. Unfortunately, this drug can
cause liver failure, swelling of the face and paavproblem with oxygen transport in the blood, amdn a decrease in
tear production for dogs.

N-acetylcysteine is an antidote to the problemitnéeds to be repeated until all signs of poisgrire cleared.
Supportive treatment for the liver and dry eyee@mmended. If your dog ingests acetaminophewjilhprobably
need to be hospitalized.

Pseudoephedrine Containing Cold Medications Numerous over the counter cold medications aonta
pseudoephedrine. In dogs, this drug causes pamtegement, increased temperature, and increasad tate.
Sedation and even general anesthesia may be rédqaisettle your dog down, while fluid therapy wiélp to flush
this substance from your dog’s system.

Thyroid Hormones — Thyroid hormones are used to treat both peapledags with low thyroid levels. Luckily, most
dogs handle an overdose of these medications geiteAn increased heart rate and a hyperactivetdagis bouncing
off the walls are common signs that your dog hasresomething he shouldn't.

Bleach— Most bleach products used at home are fairlyteliiCommercial bleaches, however, can be verpgtand
cause irritation to your dog’s eyes or skin. Adkubath is ideal if bleach is on your dog’s skincoat. If your dog
inhales bleach, especially any bleach mixed witimama products, she could develop a deadly chemim@aimonitis.
This can affect you too, so don’t breathe deeplyrgelf. Get your dog out into fresh air as quickéypossible and then




to your veterinarian.

Fertilizer, Including Plant “Foods” — Fertilizer can be very attractive to dogs. Ades such as bone meal are
enticing. While the basic fertilizer formulas ofnaigen, potassium, and phosphorus are generalllgigbly toxic,
additives such as fungicides can be. Most dogsngast fertilizer show gastrointestinal signs sashvomiting and/or
diarrhea, but they do recover on their own. In scages, however, they need fluids for hydrationrmedications to
settle and soothe the stomach and intestines. @avitu your veterinarian for the best course e&ttment when your
dog ingests fertilizer.

Hydrocarbons Including Paints, Polishes, and Fuel @ — Rounding out the list are hydrocarbons. Thesdymts
can be found in paints, polishes, and fuel oilscluding kerosene, acetone, and gasoline. Dogsietow these
products tend to have gastrointestinal upsets.skimecan also be irritated from contact. If yougdamply breathes in
fumes or aspirates these products, he may suffer iepression or hyper-excitability along with setary pneumonia
and liver or kidney damage. Dogs that have breathaeagested hydrocarbosbould notbe made to vomit as the risk
of aspiration is too high. Instead, they need symgaitic treatment and supportive care such as ftoidsish their
systems, baths to remove and residue, and saliskeiriig of the eyes if any residue splashed intmthe

Take Care— All the products on the ASPCA list can be foumanost of our households. To keep your pet safe, b
proactive. Store goods safely in locked cupboarsls,secure, non-breakable containers, and alwa&psdageful track
of all medications in the household. Taking som&dprecautions can go a long way toward avoidiegtastrophe
for your dog.

If you have questions about the safety of a substan suspect your pet may have ingested someliarspouldn’t
have, don't wait — Call the

2. National Animal Poison Control Center at: 1-888-48-4435 £

World-Famous Scientists Donate Services to
The Rabies Challenge Fund Charitable Trust

Two world-renowned giants of veterinary vaccineeegsh -- Dr. W. Jean Dodds of Hemopet and Co-Teustd he
Rabies Challenge Fund and Dr. Ronald Schultz otthigersity of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Meitie -- have
volunteered their time to ensure that critical 8 &nyear rabies challenge studies are conductdétibinited States.
The studies are to be financed by The Rabies Giggdl&und Charitable Trust, a tax-exempt organindbonded by
pet vaccine disclosure advocate Kris L. Christii¥aine in 2005, and will be performed by Dr. Sdhudt the
University of Wisconsin. The University has waiveslusual 48% overhead fee for these studies.

The concurrent challenge studies will determinedination of immunity conveyed by the canine rab@scine, with
the goal of extending the state-mandated intensabbosters to 5, and then to 7 years. Accordiigrt Dodds, "This
is one of the most important projects in veterinaadicine. It will benefit all dogs by providing idence that
protection from rabies vaccination lasts at leagt&rs, thereby avoiding unnecessary revaccinatitimits attendant
risk of debilitating adverse reactions."

Scientific data indicate that vaccinating dogs asgfaiabies every three years, as most states eg@giiinnecessary.
Studies have shown the duration of protective imitguas measured by serum antibody titers agaifsésavirus to
persist for seven years post-vaccination, and tesfi 1992 French challenge study led by Michetbext
demonstrated dogs were immune to rabies five yaftes vaccination. Researchers believe the ralsiesine causes
the most and worst adverse reactions in animalsandur that it should not be given more often tisamecessary to
maintain immunity. Adverse reactions to rabiescuaation can include autoimmune diseases affe¢tiaghyroid,
joints, blood, eyes, skin, kidney, liver, bowel azahtral nervous system; anaphylactic shock; aggnesseizures;
epilepsy; and fiborosarcomas at injection sites.

Dr. Schultz states that "[s]howing that a vaccmeribies can provide 5 or preferably 7 years ahimity would have
great significance not only in controlling rabiag Imore importantly in reducing the adverse vaccgeetions that can
occur in dogs and cats after vaccination."

More information on The Rabies Challenge Fund &edconcurrent 5 and 7 year challenge studies lifiwénce can
be found at the fund's newly established websisggded by volunteer Andrea Brin at:
www.RabiesChallengeFund.org




Bits & Pieces

THE R SCUER

Dedicated to those who are involved in Rescue.
Unlike most days at Rainbow Bridge, this day dawned One of the newest arrivals at THE BRIDGE didn't
cold and gray, damp as a swamp and as dismal &b le®u understand what he just witnessed and asked athe of
imagined. All the recent arrivals had no idea wtbahink, dogs that had been there for while to explain hito.
as they had never experienced a day like this beBut  "You see, this dog was a rescue. He was turned in t
the animals who had been waiting for their belopedple rescue just as you see him now, an older dog wstifuhn
knew exactly what was going on and started to gathe graying and his eyes clouding. He never made ibbut
the pathway leading to THE BRIDGE to watch. It wasn rescue and passed on with only the love of his R0
long before an elderly dog came into view, headghow comfort him as he left his earthly existence. Basedoe
and tail dragging. The other dogs, the ones whobleeth had no family to give his love to, he has no onedoort
there for a while, knew what his story was rightgsmor  him across THE BRIDGE".
they had seen this happen far too often. He apheaiac
slowly, obviously in great emotional pain, but with The first dog thought about this and then asked,W8at
sign of injury or iliness. Unlike all the other dowgaiting  will happen now?" As he was about to receive hsaean,
at THE BRIDGE, this one had not been restored tdglyo the clouds suddenly parted and the gloom lifted.
and made healthy and vigorous again. As he walked Approaching THE BRIDGE could be seen a single
toward THE BRIDGE, he watched all of the other dogs person, a woman. Among the older dogs, the whaapr
watching him. He knew he was out of place herethed was suddenly bathed in a golden light and they \a#ére
sooner he could cross over, the happier he woul@te young and healthy again, and they began to frobared
alas, as he approached THE BRIDGE, his way wagtarthe field. A second group of dogs from those wgittame
by the appearance of an Angel who apologized,ddtt to the pathway and bowed low as the woman neared. A
him that he would not be able to pass. Only dogs wh each bowed head, she offered a pat on the head or a
were with their people could pass over the Rainbow  scratch behind the ears.

Bridge.

The newly restored dogs fell into a line behind the
With no place else to turn to, the elderly dog éarn woman, and followed her over THE BRIDGE. "What
toward the fields before THE BRIDGE and saw a groliphappened?” "That was a Rescuer. The dogs you saw
other dogs like himself, also = s bowing in respect were those who found new homes

elderly. They weren't
playing, but rather simply
lying on the green grass, ¢
staring out at the pathway
leading to THE BRIDGE.

And so, he took his place
among them, watching the "\ i
pathway and waiting.

because of her work. They will cross when theirifes
arrive. Those you saw restored were those who never
found homes. When a Rescuer arrives, they are edlda
perform one, final act of rescue. They are allowed
escort those animals that they couldn't place othea
across THE RAINBOW BRIDGE."

,,7}._%

Author Unknown

Introducing Petvideo.com

Behavior problems account for the leading causaagfer relinquishment of pets and resulting euthanase all

know it and numerous studies confirm it. Often patents just need some help in dealing with theeisshey are
facing. PETVIDEO.COMwants to help. Petvideo.com, created by the forgndePetfinder.com and Petsincredible,
provides free online training clips. We encourage to direct your web browser to petvideo.com ewthe same
positive, reward-based training advice featurethenaward winning Petsincredible DVDs TRAINING Y&GU
ADOPTED DOG and YOUR ADOPTED CAT. Loads of behawontent (such as the Introducing Pets video faind
http://www.petvideo.com/play.cgi?showld=6%Will reinforce all the great advice you haveeally been given.




In The Doghouse...
Our Featured Dalmatian
“Spunky”

Same ole story for poor Spunky (known as Lucky at the shelter, but we've had way too many
Lucky's). Her family moved somewhere where dogs are just not allowed. Spunky, a very pretty
little liver/white girl, and her best buddy Nicky, a black lab, are both abandoned and just
begging to go to a new home together. They are absolutely bonded at the hip. So, if you're
looking for two dogs good in the house, nice with people, and it seems good with dogs, give this
lovely pair a look see! Spunky and her bud, Nicky, can be seen at :

Colorado Humane Society
2760 S. Platte River, Englewood, CO
(303) 781-9344 Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-5

Featured Happy Beginnings Story
“Lars”

Lars came to us just at the right time. We lost both of our Dals within
the past year. | found Lars on the Dal rescue website and inquired
about him. At the time he was still at his foster home in Texas
awaiting a ride to Colorado. He stayed with another foster family in
Colorado Springs until I could go down and meet him. Everyone told
me what a wonderful dog he was and they were right! Lars is very
happy at his new home where he has seventy acres to explore with
Mora, his Heeler/Lab mix sister. They love to chase rabbits together
and go on adventures. Lars is very athletic and has a fabulous sense
of humor. He loves to go shopping and take whatever items he can
get his paws on out through the dog door. | found my missing
potatoes and bananas outside in the back yard, as well as numerous
items of clothing. He loves to jump into the horse’s water tank and
splash around. It is truly one of the funniest things | have ever seen.

to our house. Currently, we are attending basic obedience together
and he is doing very well. We hope to proceed to agility in April. Lars
wishes to thank Karen, his foster mom in Texas, and Stephanie, his
foster mom in Colorado Springs for making it possible for him to be here. We jUSt adore h|m

Mary & Mark R.

Attention Adopters!! — Yes, I’m talkin’ to you!

If you haven't already submitted your Happy Begngs Story, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE take some timeatdt
now! Yes, | am begging. We really would like tave your stories on the website and make you detarin the
NewSpots!! So, what are you waiting for? Subromiystories and a new photograph of your fur kidgsg yourself
if you want, to me todayHalmatianrescueofco@comcast.net

If you have any ideas on ANY fundraising projects that we might be able to use,
please tell us all about it!

Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization. All donations are tax dedu ctible!!
6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526 Rescue Hotline: 303-281-8963 Fax: 970-377-9509
http://www.dalmatianrescue.org
Please submit ideas and suggestions for NewSpots to dalmatianrescueofco@comcast.net




