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(A quick note from the Editor:  Please bear with us … this is a long one, but we feel it’s worth the re ad especially if you 
never really read the labels!!) 
 
Pet food labels contain an abundance of information , if one knows how to read them.  Pet food labels a re regulated by 
different rules than are foods for human consumptio n.  Pet food labeling is regulated at two levels: T he federal 
regulations, enforced by the Center for Veterinary Medicine of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, establish 
standards applicable for all animals feeds: proper identification of product, net quantity statement, manufacturer’s 
address and proper listing of ingredients.  Some st ates follow the pet food regulations established by  the Association of 
American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO): covering a spects of labeling such as the product name, the gu aranteed 
analysis, the nutritional adequacy statement, feedi ng directions, and calorie statements. 
 
Product Name  
The product name is the first part of the label not iced by the consumer, and can be a key factor in th e consumer’s 
decision to buy the product.  The percentages of na med ingredients in the total product are dictated b y four rules: The 
rules of 95%, 25%, 3% and the flavor rule.  With th ese rules you’ll know at least the minimum your pet  is getting of the 
advertised ingredient.  Here are the rules: 
 
The 95% Rule:  This rule applies to products consis ting primarily of meat, poultry or fish, some of th e canned products.  
They have simple names like “Beef for Dogs” and mus t contain 95% or more of the named ingredient by to tal weight of 
the product. 
 
The 25% Rule:  Foods labeled “Chicken Entrée”, “Chi cken Dinner” or such, must contain 25% to 95% chick en.  
Combinations like “Chicken and Beef Dinner” must co ntain a total of 25% to 95% of the combined meats, listed in order 
of quantity, and the second meat listed must compri se at least 3% of the total weight. 
 
The 3% Rule:  This rule applies to ingredients high lighted on the label, but outside the product name.   A food labeled 
“Puppy Stew with Chicken” must contain 3% or more C hicken. 
 
The Flavor Rule:  Under the ‘flavor’ rule, a specif ic percentage is not required, but a product must c ontain an amount 
sufficient to be able to be detected.  In the examp le of “Beef Flavor Dog Food”, the word ‘flavor’ mus t appear on the label 
in the same size, style and color as the word ‘beef ’. 
 
Net Quantity Statement  
The net quantity statement tells you what you’re pa ying for.  A bag that may typically hold 40 pounds of food may only 
hold 35 pounds of food that is “puffed up”. 
 
Manufacturer’s Name and Address  
The “manufactured by…” statement identifies the par ty responsible for the quality and safety of the pr oduct and its 
location.  Not all labels include a street address along with the city, state, and zip code, but by la w, it should be listed in 
either a city directory or telephone directory.  Ma ny manufacturers also include an “800” telephone nu mber on the label 
for consumer inquiries.  If the label says “manufac tured for…” or “distributed by…” the food was manuf actured by a 
third party. 
 
Ingredient List  
The weights of ingredients are determined as they a re added in the formulation, with their inherent wa ter content.  This 
latter fact is important when evaluating relative q uantity claims, especially when ingredients of diff erent moisture 
contents are compared.  Ingredients must be listed by their ‘common or usual’ name.  Most ingredients on pet food 
labels have a corresponding common definition in th e AAFCO Official Publication.  Further down the ing redient list are 
vitamins, minerals, or other nutrients, artificial colors, stabilizers and preservatives. 
 
Examples: 
Inexpensive Generic Food Label:  “Ingredients: Grou nd Yellow Corn, Corn Gluten Meal, Soybean Meal, Pou ltry By-
product Meal, Animal Fat (preserved with GHA), Fish  Meal, Meat and Bone Meal, Ground Wheat, Animal Dig est, Sale, 
GHT, Ethylenediamine Dihydriodide, Artificial Color ing, Artificial Flavors.” 



Premium Food Label:  “Ingredients: Chicken, Brewer’ s Rice, Ground Wheat, Ground Yellow Corn, Rice Flou r, Animal Fat 
(preserved with mixed tocopherois, a source of vita min E), Corn Gluten Meal, Egg, Poultry By-products,  Whey, Vitamin 
A, D-3, E, B-12, Niacin.” 
Natural Pet Food Label:  “Ingredients: Chicken, Bro wn Rice, Ground Wheat, Ground Yellow Corn, Animal F at (preserved 
with mixed tocopherois, a source of vitamin E), Cor n Gluten Meal, Egg, Whey, Vitamin A, D-3, E, B-12, Garlic, Rosemary, 
Rose Hips, Thyme.” 
Sample Homemade Diet:  “Ingredients: Chicken, Rice,  Vegetables, Olive or Canola Oil, Natural Vitamin-M ineral 
Supplement.” 
 
Here’s how to read them:    
The first ingredient on the label represents the nu mber one ingredient, the one that is the largest am ount of a particular 
food.  In the generic food, corn is the most plenti ful food.  In the premium food, natural food and ho memade diet, an 
animal source of protein (chicken) is listed in the  first three ingredients.  In the generic food, an animal source of protein 
is not listed until the fourth ingredient, and is p oultry by-product meal.  Manufacturers use a techni que called “splitting”.  
On the premium food label, chicken is the number on e ingredient; rice is the number two ingredient.  I ngredient four is 
rice flour, which is a by-product and not as desira ble as whole rice.  Technically, since rice and ric e flour are different, 
they can be listed separately, but are both rice pr oducts.  Since the amount of rice and rice flour is  greater than the 
chicken, the number one ingredient is actually rice .  Corn is also listed two times as “ground yellow corn” and “corn 
gluten meal”.  Corn gluten meal is a by-product and  low in health-promoting amino acids, the building blocks of protein.  
The combination of corn and corn gluten meal is gre ater than the amount of chicken in this diet.  By r eading the label, 
one can figure out that splitting has occurred and that the first ingredient listed on the label may n ot be the primary 
ingredient in the food. 
 
The homemade diet does not require preservatives.  The premium diet and natural diet both use natural preservatives 
(mixed tocopherois), not chemicals, to maintain fre shness of the food.  The generic diet uses the chem icals BHA, BHT 
and ethylenediamine dihydriodide to preserve the fo od.  The premium and natural diets may contain chem ical 
preservatives and not list them on the label.  If t he manufacturer purchases the chicken or chicken me al from someone 
else and they add preservatives to the meat or meal , the final manufacturer of the diet does not have to list these 
preservatives because the final manufacturer did no t add these preservatives and may not know what typ e of 
preservatives were used. 
 
Guaranteed Analysis  
At a minimum, a pet food label must state guarantee s for minimum percentages of crude protein and crud e fat, and 
maximum percentages of crude fiber and moisture.  T he ‘crude’ term refers to the specific method of te sting the product, 
not to the quality of the nutrient itself.  Maximum  ash is often guaranteed, especially on cat foods.  Cat foods commonly 
have guarantees for taurine and magnesium, as well.   For dog foods, minimum levels of calcium, phospho rus, sodium, 
and linoleic acid are found on some products.  Comp aring the guaranteed analyses of dry and canned pro ducts, the 
levels of crude protein and most other nutrients ar e much lower for the canned product.  Canned foods typically contain 
75-78% moisture, whereas dry foods contain only 10- 12% water.  To make meaningful comparisons of nutri ent levels 
between a canned and dry product, they should be ex pressed on a similar moisture basis.  To roughly ap proximate this, 
the guarantees for the canned product should be mul tiplied by four.  When buying a canned food, look a t the moisture 
guarantee.  The maximum moisture content for a pet food is 78%, except for products labeled as a “stew ”, “in sauce”, 
“in gravy”, or similar terms.  The extra water give s the product the qualities needed to have the appr opriate texture and 
fluidity. 
 
Nutritional Adequacy Statement  
A “complete and balanced” pet food must be substant iated for nutritional adequacy by one of two means.   The first 
method is for the pet food to contain ingredients f ormulated to provide levels of nutrients that meet the AAFCO Dog or 
Cat Food Nutrition Profiles.  The recommendations o f the National Research Council (NRC) are no longer  considered 
valid.  If a pet food label still bears a “meets or  exceeds NRC” claim, that means the product is old or the manufacturer 
has yet to comply with the new regulations.  The nu tritional adequacy statement will also state for wh ich life stage(s) the 
product is suitable, such as “for maintenance”, or “for growth”.  A product intended “for all-life sta ges” meets the more 
stringent nutritional needs for growth and reproduc tion.  A maintenance ration will meet the needs of an adult, non-
reproducing dog or cat of normal activity, but may not be sufficient for a growing, reproducing, or ha rd-working animal.  
An all-life stages ration can be fed for maintenanc e.  Although the higher levels of nutrients would n ot be harmful to the 
healthy adult animal, they aren’t really necessary,  however. 
 
Feeding Directions  
Feeding directions instruct the consumer on how muc h product should be offered to the animal.  At mini mum, they 
should include such as “feed __ cups per __ pounds of body weight daily”.  On some small cans, this ma y be all the 
information that can fit.  However, feeding directi ons for other pet foods are much more elaborate, es pecially on dry 
product labels.  The feeding directions should be t aken as rough guidelines, a place to start.  Breed,  temperament, 
environment, and many other factors can influence f ood intake.  The best suggestion is to offer the pr escribed amount at 
first, but don’t be afraid to increase or cut back as needed.  Feeding directions tend to overestimate  requirements more 
often than underestimate them.  Due to the wide var iations in energy needs among individual animals, t he manufacturers 



attempt to cover almost all contingencies by settin g the directions for the most demanding. 
 
Calorie Statement  
If a calorie statement is made on the label, it mus t be expressed on a “kilocalories per kilogram” bas is.  Kilocalories are 
the same as the “Calories” consumers are used to se eing on food labels.  A “kilogram” is a unit of met ric measurement 
equal to 2.2 pounds.  Manufacturers are also allowe d to express the calories in familiar household uni ts along with the 
required statement (for example, “per cup” or “per pound”).  Even without this additional information,  however, 
consumers can make meaningful comparisons between p roducts and pick the product best suited for their animals’ 
needs.  As with the guaranteed analysis, to roughly  compare the caloric content values between a canne d and a dry 
food, multiply the value for the canned food by fou r.  If the calorie statement does not appear on the  label, the calorie 
content of a pet food can be roughly estimated by u sing values given in the guaranteed analysis.  To d o this, perform the 
following calculations: 
 

�  Step 1: Multiply the percent crude protein times 3. 5 and write down the result.   
�  Step 2: Multiply the percent crude fat times 8.5 an d write down the result.   
�  Step 3: Add the percentages of crude protein, crude  fat, crude fiber, moisture and ash, and subtract t he total from 

100. This gives you the percent nitrogen-free extra ct (NFE), which is the carbohydrate portion.   
�  Step 4: Multiply the percent NFE from Step 3 times 3.5 and write down the result.   
�  Step 5: Add the results from Steps 1, 2, and 4, and  multiply the total times 10.   

Example:  Crude protein  24% x 3.5  =  84 

 Crude fat  10% x 8.5  =  85 

 Crude fiber  3% 

 Moisture  10% 

 Ash  5% 

  52% 

                                          NFE (100-52=48)                                  48% x 3.5 = 168 

                                              total 337 

Calorie content = 337 X 10 = 3370 kcal/kg  
 
Although this calculation will give you a reasonabl e approximation of calories for most foods, it will  likely somewhat 
underestimate the calorie content of very digestibl e foods, and overestimate the value of high fiber a nd low quality 
foods. 
 
For more information on reading and understanding t he pet food labels, please visit the Drs. Foster an d Smith website 
here:  http://www.drsfostersmith.com/pic/article.cfm?sitei d=12&acatid=169&aid=209  
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Valentine’s Day is around the corner… and with that  comes a lot of candy and 
chocolates!  So, it’s an appropriate time for us to  remind you once again of the 
dangers of chocolate and Xylitol.  As you will reca ll, Xylitol is an artificial 
sweetener found in many chewing gums, candies, coug h drops, amongst other 
things.  It is EXTREMELY toxic to dogs!!  Please ke ep all candies, gum and 
chocolate out of the reach of your dog.  Don’t forg et to check out the Chocolate 
Chart, courtesy of National Geographic, located her e: 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/10/pets/choc olate-chart-interactive  
  



����������	
����
��������������������������� �������������	
���
��	���������� �

 
 
 
 

Question:  My dog has started digging holes in my b ack yard.  How do I get him to stop before he destr oys the entire 
lawn? 
 
The Trainer Answers:  First, examine why your dog i s digging.  Where is he digging?  When does it occu r?  Dogs dig for 
a variety of reasons: to dig under the fence and es cape the yard; to catch burrowing rodents or someth ing else buried 
underground; to bury objects, such as bones; to cre ate a cool place to lie down in warm weather; to bu rn off excess 
energy; as a social activity; and because it’s fun!   Digging is a natural behavior for dogs, so it is not unusual for your 
dog to decide to take up digging as a new hobby. 
 
Once you have figured out WHY your dog is digging, you can better address the issue.  For example, if your dog is 
digging to escape the yard, it might mean he needs more physical exercise and mental stimulation.  Dog s that 
consistently look for ways to escape are often bore d in their back yards.  Take your dog for more adve ntures around the 
neighborhood so he can explore with you instead of without you.  Give him more activities to engage in  while he is in the 
back yard, such as eating his meals from interactiv e toys, playing fetch, or games like hide-and-seek.  
 
Some dogs will start digging as a social activity –  they want to join in the activities of someone els e.  Has your dog been 
outdoors with you when you were planting or gardeni ng?  If so, he might think he is helping out by dig ging up the 
flowers you just planted.  He’s not being a bad dog .  He’s simply trying to participate in an activity  you initiated.  If this is 
that case, you might want to do all of your gardeni ng when your dog can’t see you. 
 
In many cases, dogs are digging because they have e nergy to burn, and they enjoy it!  If this is the c ase, you can greatly 
reduce the digging for the most part by providing o ther outlets for their energy.  Longer walks, more play time, additional 
training time, and other activities to wear your do g out will give him less energy to devote to diggin g. 
 
However, my favorite option for a dog who loves to dig – or is simply bored – is to provide him with a  digging pit of his 
own.  Set aside a spot that your dog is allowed to dig.  Take him there, start to dig yourself, and en courage him to join in.  
Or partially bury toys or bones for him to dig up.  If you see him digging in an inappropriate spot, r edirect his attention to 
his new digging pit.  He will love having a place t o dig and you can save the rest of your yard: a win -win situation! 
 
(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified 
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is lo cated in and services the Denver Metro Area. 
http://www.lovemedogtraining.com/index.html .) 
 

Looking for a trainer, but Love My Dog isn’t close by? 

 

Check out the Association of Pet Dog Trainers websi te 
(http://www.apdt.com ) to research and find certified, 
positive reward trainers near you.  As with everyth ing else, 
we advise that you use your own judgment in selecti ng a 
trainer.  If you don’t approve of a trainer’s metho ds and 
techniques, don’t train with them. 
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We just might have the answer for you and your dog.   
This product from Premier has been getting some rea lly 
great reviews so we thought we would share it with you 
and maybe it will help your dog to have fun on his daily 
walk more and make it easier and more enjoyable for  you, 
too! 
 

The “Easy Walk™ Harness” by Premier is designed to 
gently discourage your dog from pulling while walki ng on 
a leash.  Traditional harnesses can actually encour age 
 

 

dogs to pull harder because of the ‘opposition refl ex.’  That’s the reflex that makes sled dogs do wha t they do.  The Easy 
Walk Harness’ unique front-chest leash attachment s tops pulling by tightening slightly across your dog ’s chest and 
shoulder blades.  The gentle pressure steers your d og to the side and redirecting his attention back t owards you.  The 
Easy Walk Harness never causes coughing, gagging, o r choking because the chest strap rests low across the 
breastbone, not on the delicate tracheal area.  It’ s also available in a reflective harness and leash combination.   
 

Check it out here:  http://www.premier.com/View.aspx?page=dogs/products /collars/easywalk/description  
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Hi Dalmatian Lovers!  
 

My name is Amy Hoh and I am the Fitness Coordinator  at  
the Longmont Athletic Club and the proud Mom of 3 d eaf  
Dalmatians.  
 

Each year I organize an event called “MOVE YOUR TAI L” a  
Day of Fitness to benefit our local animal shelter.  On that 
day we hold a 2 hour Yoga class, big Aqua Aerobics and 
Kick Boxing classes along with 4 hours of Spinning   
(where people can ride for 1,2 3 or all 4 of the ho urs).  This 
will be our 8th event and it’s become more and more  
successful each year – last year we had a live band  
perform, a potluck dinner AND raised several thousa nd 
dollars.  

 
 

This year I wanted to let our instructors decide wh ere they wanted the money to go as everyone has a d ifferent cause that is 
close to their heart. We will be dividing the money  up between 3 charities and one of them will be Dalmatian Rescue of 
Colorado  – YIPPEE!  
 

It will be held at the Longmont Athletic Club (10 M tn View Ave) on Sat, Feb 14th from 7:30am – 2:30pm .  
 

The cost will be $35 to participate (the fee is sli ghtly higher if you do multiple hours of Spinning).  Each participant will receive 
an event T-shirt, great food from our Pot Luck, fun  tunes from the band “Water Tower” (ok … it’s my li ttle brother’s band but 
they are pretty good and will play for FREE!!), as well as being eligible to win many prizes throughou t the day – all of that PLUS 
a great workout for a great cause!  
 

If you are interested… there are many ways that you  can help.  
1) You could sign up beginning Monday, January 19th  to reserve your spot in any of the classes (space is limited in Yoga and 
Spinning so reserve your spot early if you want to participate).  
2) You or your company could be a “sponsor” of the event which means you would donate $150 -$250 to th e event and your 
name or business logo will be on the back of our ev ent T-shirt as well as on all of the posters, on ou r website etc… Deadline for 
Sponsors logo artwork is Jan 26.  
3) Each instructor is responsible for providing the ir own prizes (we’ll draw names during our time slo ts) and I would like to give 
lots of Spotted or Dalmatian themed prizes. I wonde red if I purchased some Dal Fleece if anyone who ca n sew would be willing 
to turn it into some fun Fleece Throws, pillow case s or tote bags. Or if you have any other ideas… any  help with the prizes will 
be greatly appreciated.  
4) OR, if you’d like you could bring potluck food o r drink for the tired people who have been working out for up to 4 hours 
and/or enjoy the band which will begin playing at 1 2:30pm. $5 donation for those who just want to come  hear the band -we are 
hoping for a big crowd.  
 

So – there are lots of ways to help out with the ev ent if you are interested. Three of my eight instru ctors who will be leading 
classes during this event will be raising money for  OUR cause – the polka dotted cause!!  
 

If you would like any more information you can cont act me at aboland@meanetworks.net  and you can read about my 
Dalmatians on the Happy Beginnings page, 2007 under  “Amy’s Dals”.  
 

Thank you SO much for any support you would like to  give me in this event. It will be a great day I am  sure and hopefully we’ll 
raise lots of $$ for our spotted friends.  
 

Sincerely,  
Amy Hoh  
More info can be found at: http://longmontathleticclub.com/index.php?option=co m_content&task=view&id=105&Itemid=112  



Barb Flores donated this fleece blanket was donated  as a prize for the Move Your Tail event.  It measu res 45"x60". This 
blanket would be a lovely gift for any Dalmatian lo ver or fireman.  Thanks Barb!! 
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For a while now – well okay, a LONG while, I have b een meaning to let everyone know that we have a MyS pace page but I 
just kept forgetting.  Well, we are now represented  on Facebook, too!  We would like to invite everyon e to check us out 
on both of these networking sites.  Many of you are  already members on one or both of the networking s ites, but fear not 
if you aren’t a member.  You can still check out th e pages without being a member.  And if you want to , it’s free to join 
both sites and create your pages and profiles.   
You can find us on MySpace at:  http://www.myspace.com/dalmatianrescueofcolorado  and on Facebook at:  
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=57125511426  
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Spirit of Deaf Dogs Colorado has been recognized fo r the 
"Paws Up" Recognition Honor  

 

Each year Dr's. Foster & Smith, the online pet reta iler, recognizes outstanding pet-related 
websites, blogs, and forums, by nominating them for  a "Paws Up" Recognition Banner. We are 
pleased to announce that the Spirit of Deaf Dogs We bsite has won that honor of being recognized 
for outstanding service to dogs.  Spirit of Deaf Do gs is owned and operated by Rhonda 
Champion, a Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado Volunteer.   Please visit her great website 
(http://www.spiritofdeafdogs.org/ ) and let her know how much you appreciate what she  does!   
 

Way to go, Rhonda!!!! 
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One small act of kindness.... Dalmatian rescue has 
received now over $100 from goodsearch.com.  It may  only 
be a penny each time you use it, but goodsearch com es 
thru.  Were more people to use it, we'd get more!!!    

Instead of searching with Google, please search wit h www.goodsearch.com  and be sure to designate Dalmatian Rescue 
of Colorado as the charity. Remember to verify too!   Just takes one small act of kindness to make a bi g difference! 
 

��������		�

�
There’s a product called Bladder Strength from KVVe t Supply ( http://www.kvvet.com ).  Give 1/2 tablet AM and PM.  If this does not 
solve the problem, then they may want to spend the money on all the tests.  (I) did this with Reese fo r about 2 months...PROBLEM 
SOLVED!!  She just needed a little help with her bl adder until she was old enough to do it on her own.   Another product you can try is 
"Albaplex" made by Standard Process Inc.  This is a  really good supplement for any dog with urinary tr act issues.  It is especially 
good also for older dogs as their urine becomes les s concentrated and thus more susceptible to a UTI.  Albaplex is a whole food 
supplement with no side affects.  (My) girl gets tw o capsules a day. 
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We have recently added a wonderful artist to our sh opping 
page.  Gwen Rosewater has graciously offered to sup port us 
through sales from her work as a dog portrait artis t.  Gwen is 
a very active supporter of rescue, being a foster v olunteer 
for Italian Greyhound Club of America and the mom o f three 
that she adopted.  Gwen is committed to supporting us by 
donating 25% of any portrait to us!  As an idea of her work, 
check out the photo at right.  You can get more inf ormation 
on Gwen and her work by visiting her website at 
http://iconicdog.com .   
 
 
When you contact her for your own pet portrait, mak e sure 
to let her know that you support Dalmatian Rescue s o that 
we will receive the donation! 

Portrait of “Ricky” painted by Gwen Rosewater 
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Here is something that your summer first aid kit sh ould not be without!  Benadryl® Allergy Quick 
Dissolve Strips.  They are individually wrapped and  dissolve quickly on the tongue.  They are availabl e in 
packages of 10 strips or two vials with 10 strips p er vial.  Each strip contains a 25 mg dose. 
 

Many folks on the show circuit have recommended thi s product.  They say it’s very handy to have around  
in case your dog has an allergic reaction to someth ing and it’s small enough to be easy carried in you r 
pocket or purse.  Here’s what two people had to say  about it: 

 
 

“While on vacation in California my bitch had an al lergic 
reaction to something in my Mom's yard. The only 
Benadryl she had was in the form of dissolving tong ue 
strips. The strips are a new product and have 25 mg  of 
Benadryl in them. I had to cut the strip, but it wa s about 
the easiest drug I've ever given to a dog. The stri ps stick 
to the tongue, dissolve in seconds, and seemed to t ake 
effect very quickly. I thought this sure would be 
convenient at a dog show or on the road.”  
 
Kathy G. 
Garland, TX 

  

“I can second this!  One of our dogs was stung in t he 
mouth several times by a wasp.  The inside of his 
mouth/throat looked like hamburger meat.  I could n ot 
have gotten the liquid down him even if I had it.  The strips 
dissolved immediately.  The vet said he probably wo uld 
not have made it if it weren't for the Benadryl Rea dy 
Strips.”   
 
 
Cheri D. 
Highland Dalmatians and two Ibizan Hounds 
Traverse City, Michigan 
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Please Use Caution And Read Labels!! 

Rescue Remedy, a product most are familiar with for  its calming purposes, has a new "pastille" on the market. Be 
careful, this contains Xylitol, a known toxin to pe ts, and is intended for human use only. The spray, dropper, and Original 
Flower Remedies do not contain Xylitol, and Rescue Remedy encourages its pet formulation for canine us e. For more 
information on Rescue Remedy please see their site at www.rescueremedy.com . 
 

I Rescued A Human Today 
Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor p eering apprehensively into the kennels.  I felt her  need instantly and knew 
I had to help her. I wagged my tail, not too exuber antly, so she wouldn't be afraid. 
 

As she stopped at my kennel I blocked her view from  a little accident I had in the back of my cage. I didn't want her to know 
that I hadn't been walked today. Sometimes the shel ter keepers get too busy and I didn't want her to t hink poorly of them. 
 

As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn' t feel sad about my past. I only have the future to  look forward to and want 
to make a difference in someone's life. She got dow n on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me. I shoved my shoulder 
and side of my head up against the bars to comfort her. 
 

Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she was despera te for companionship. A tear fell down her cheek an d I raised my paw to 
assure her that all would be well. 
 

Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bri ght that I instantly jumped into her arms. I would promise to keep her 
safe. I would promise to always be by her side. I w ould promise to do everything I could to see that r adiant smile and sparkle in 
her eyes. I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor. So many more are out there who haven't wa lked the corridors. So 
many more to be saved. At least I could save one. 

— S.G. Thomas 
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PLEASE – They need YOUR help!! Remember when your rescue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth of a loving 
foster family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about fostering a dog 
for Rescue so we can save lives like we saved your dog’s life!! PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who can relax, show his true 
personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concrete floor in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE help us and the 
dogs so that others might have a dog that is well socialized, trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this… Dalmatians are 
everywhere and are literally dying to meet you or someone willing to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their forever home comes 
along. PLEASE be a spot for us… and for them? 
 

We thank you and you know any dog you help us save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE submit a foster application if you can 
possibly help us and them! PLEASE take your cookie… good boy/girl! 
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(Okay, so they’re mixes… but they’re CUTE!) 
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8 Years Old, Black Spayed Female 
Reason Available:  Owner Surrender 
North Platte, NE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brittney was absolutely terrified when they left he r at the 
shelter. She was so scared that she was going to be  put to 
sleep because all she did was shake. A wonderful fo ster home 
took Brittney in and after a couple of days of adju stment they 
found that she is really a very sweet, gentle girl.  Brittney now 
smiles at everyone and gets along well with the oth er three 
Dalmatians in the home. She is good with cats and i s 
excellent in the home as well. Brittney has one pre tty blue eye 
and an adorable smile. She has a donated ride to De nver 
when needed. Brittney is as close to a perfect comp anion as 
you can hope to find! 
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4 Years Old, Black Neutered Male 
Reason Available:  Stray 
Junction City, KS 
 
Quintar was a stray in KS found to be heartworm 
positive and with other ailments, but he is now tre ated 
and ready for a new home. He is good with dogs of a ll 
size but not with cats. He loves everyone and is a very 
happy boy. He could be Dalmatian x Pointer mix mayb e. 
We know that he is homeless and really wants to bel ong. 
Quintar is still in Junction City KS, but there are  rides 
available to CO frequently, so soon as we have a ho me 
or a foster home, he's on his way here. He is not a  large 
dog and he is clean by nature, social, and very hap py to 
have attention now at the kennel because he has spe nt 
over 4 weeks in isolation for the heartworm treatme nt. 
Quintar is ready to love someone with all his heart ! �

����
�%����&&'�(���������!������
In 2009, thus far, we have placed seven dogs!  Bets y1 and Boo Boo are now living in Aurora… not in the  same home, but 
maybe they’ll meet some day.  Paul-A is living in t he lap of luxury with his step sister, a rescued Rh odesian Ridgeback, 
in Denver.  Isis1 went to live with a fire fighter and his family in Estes Park.  Joe Boxer is enjoyin g his new digs in 
Longmont.  Edgar is chilling out with his new famil y in Colorado Springs and Smiley1 is hiking in the mountains around 
Frisco with his new folks.  Thanks to all of the fo sters and volunteers who have helped to make these adoptions 
possible!! 
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I would never have guesses that we'd pick a Dalmati an as our pet. We've 
heard awful things about how rude and badly tempere d and vicious they 
are. But since we already had one of those dogs (Ro gue, the Doberman), 
we figured we'd five the breed a try, since no one seemed to be right 
about the Dobie. Not knowing much about the breed, we gave a free hand 
to Beth to find the perfect dog for us, and she and  her fellow volunteers 
did a fabulous job! We now have our little 1-3 year  old Silas, and we know 
that anyone who says anything bad about Dalmatians has either never 
met one, never loved one, or never had one love the m. He was rescued as 
a stray after Hurricane Ike, and probably wasn't tr eated too great as his 
habits are a little weird and he tends to get into fights at the dog park, but 
in all, he loves his sister (maybe a little more th an she loves him), and he 
has treated all his foster siblings well. His favor ite part of life seems to be 

 
curling up on a soft surface, the softer the better , and having Mom tuck a blanket around him so tight  that he can't move. 
He always sighs contentedly after being tucked in l ike this. Or maybe it's a sigh of frustration, but his smile leads me to 
believe otherwise. He has been scared and timid in a very mellow sort of way, so mellow in fact, that I had no idea he was 
actually afraid. But on Christmas day we went hikin g at Vedauwoo outside of Laramie, WY and he climbed  his first 
mountain! He did turn tail and run two or three tim es, but with a little bit of coaxing, Rogue and Mom  were able to get him 
to the top. And boy was he proud! It's too bad that  I left the camera in the car. Now he carries himse lf a little taller, and he 
wags his tail a little higher, because he's a Dalma tian who climbed a mountain! 

J.R. and Sylvana S.  
Cheyenne, WY 
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What a difference a little TLC makes. When we first  saw Rocky he was filthy, 
timid, scared and very emaciated. He did not bark o r play or even wag his 
tail. Beth had named him Ranger but as soon as we s aw him, his beat up 
face and 1/2 torn ear we knew his name should be RO CKY because he was a 
survivor! The ride home was interesting as we had t o stop every 30 minutes 
and rode home 2 hours with the windows down (in the  middle of winter) 
because he smelled so bad. He happily jumped into t he shower for a bath 
and then was so exhausted that he snuggled up and s lept for days. The vet 
was quite surprised by the poor shape he was in whe n he went to see them 
the next day. He was put on antibiotics and a speci al diet for weight gain. 
 
Rocky has now gained 10 pounds and is playful like a pup at times. He has 
bonded with his 2 younger sisters. Lacy, a Dalmatia n, and Gracie, the cat. He  

loves to play with his rope and bark and howl while  chasing you around the house. His appearance has c hanged 
drastically as his scars are beginning to fill in w ith soft hair. He is a completely different dog tha n he was just 6 weeks 
ago. Rocky can sit and shake and he meets you with a smile every morning. It has been a wonderful expe rience to watch 
him heal and develop into a great companion. 

Shannon  
Sheridan, WY 
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Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductib le!! 
6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline:  303-281-8963   Fax:  970-377-9509 
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