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An infection in one or both ears is one of the most frequently observed afflictions seen by veterinari ans. The typical

early signs of an ear infection are obvious. A dog is likely to tilt its head to one side, shake it pe  rsistently and/or scratch.
It may walk unsteadily and appear to stumble orlea  n either to the left or right. It may behave in an uncharacteristically
lethargic manner; it may fail to react to your voic e, and may respond in pain when you touch its ears. If you look at the
ear, you may see that the skin on the underside of the ear is inflamed or swollen and that a foul-smel  ling yellow, brown

or black waxy discharge has collected.

If you ever notice one or more of the above signso  r a combination of them in your canine companion, d o seek veterinary
attention.

The canine ears, like those of all mammals, are org  ans of hearing. They are also largely responsible f  or maintaining an
animal's balance while on its feet. Dogs can hear s  ounds too faint for us to detect, and can also hear noises pitched at a
much higher frequency. Because their hearing is so acute, dogs rely much more on their hearing than on their eyesight.
A dog's ears are comprised of three structural area  s: the outer ear, middle ear, and inner ear.

The outer ear consists of the external earflap (pin  na) and the ear canal - a narrow, tubular passaget  hrough which
sound vibrations enter the ear from the outside env ironment.

The middle ear contains the eardrum - a taut membra  ne that vibrates in correspondence to the incoming sound
waves, and the auditory ossicles - small bones that transmit the eardrum (tympanic membrane) vibration stothe
inner ear.

The inner ear is located deeper within the skull - contains the cochlea and semicircular canals, and s ensory
structures that receive the vibrations, communicate with the brain and, respectively, enable adog'sh  earing and
regulate its equilibrium.

The anatomy of the canine ear differs significantly from that of a human. The difference works both to a dog's advantage
and disadvantage. In the human, the canal leading f = rom the outer to inner ear travels in a directly ho rizontal line; in the
dog, the canal travels vertically downward before m aking a turn and proceeding to the eardrum. Thisbi  directional
channel may protect a dog from injury to its inner ear; it also encourages the collection of dirt, wax and infectious debris
at the juncture of the vertical and horizontal segm ents of the canal.

Ear infections can be miserable for your canine com panion and may lead into a harmful and long-lasting consequence if
untreated. A superficial infection can eventually | ead to deafness and physical disability if ignored!

The ear infection along with the cause must be trea  ted. In almost every case an ear infection can bet raced to one of
three sources: swimming, allergy or ear mite infest ation - all three of which are known to change the microclimate that
naturally prevails in the dog's ear.

"All ears have bacteria and yeast in them in small numbers. It is just part of the natural flora. But if something changes
the climate in the ear, the organisms begin to mult  iply and become too humerous, and you end up with i nfection,"
explains William Miller, Jr., VMD, a professor ofd  ermatology at Cornell University's College of Veter  inary Medicine.
Swimming changes the microclimate, skin allergies p rovide abnormal moisture, and when ear mites bite i nside the ear,
blood serum - another kind of moisture - will leak into the canal. Additional infection - causing alte rations of the ear's
microclimate range widely. They include systemic di sorders, such as hypothyroidism, tumors or foreign objects in the

ear canal, an overproduction of earwax, and excessi  ve growth of hair in the canals.

Are some dogs at greater risk for ear infection tha  n others? "Yes & no," says Dr. Miller. "There are ¢ ertain breeds -
Cocker Spaniels, for an example - that have more ea  r disease because they have seborrhea, a tendencyt o produce
excessive amounts of wax." Large, floppy ears do no t in themselves place a dog at greater risk, but Dr . Miller notes,
"They may perpetuate an infection and make it harde  r to treat." Chronic ear infections are comparative ly frequent among
Terriers and other breeds that are especially prone to allergies. "For an otherwise healthy dog an ear infection is likely to
be a once-in-a-lifetime thing. But if the animal ha s allergies, the problem is probably going to recur throughout its
lifetime,” says Dr. Miller. Unfortunately, allergie s are genetic. Dog foods in themselves do not cause allergies, butin a
dog that is predisposed to allergies from breeding parents that have allergies, it may perpetuate them . Less than 15% of
all dogs tested for allergies have food allergies. Treating an ear infection and, most importantly, id entifying the
underlying cause will require a trip to the veterin arian.

Avoiding Ear Problems can truly help out your canin e companion by a few simple things to watch and fol low through on.
Wet ear canals predispose a dog to ear infection. W hen bathing your dog, keep water out of the ear by inserting cotton
wadding into the canals. Similarly, it is important to dry your dog's ears after it has been swimming. If you know from




prior vet visits that your dog's eardrum is intact, you can instill ear solutions containing a drying agent. Commonly used
drying solutions include ClearX and Panodry.

Foreign material in the ear causes irritations and, later, infection. Grass seeds and awns frequently cling to the hair
surrounding the ear openings and then drop into the canals. Always groom under the ear flaps, especial  ly after your dog
has been running in tall grass, weeds and brush.

It's common in professional grooming shops to pluck hair out of the ear canal. Serum then oozes fromt  he hair pores.
The serum makes an excellent medium for bacterial g rowth. This may be one reason why ear infectionsar e more
common among Poodles, Schnauzers and other breedst  hat are professionally groomed. It is recommended t hat you do
not allow hair to be plucked from this area unless there is a medical reason such as matting to name o  ne.

Feed an all-natural food that has NO chemical prese  rvatives such as BHA, BHT and/or Ethoxyquin or cont ains cheap
fillers like hulls, cobs, corn, gluten meals, etc. Also, one wants to feed a <TRUE< B>meat-based diet, not a diet made of
cheap-quality meat by-products or a food made from whole meat only. The latter is truly a grain-based diet. You will find
some brands charging high dollar for a grain-based diet that is hidden under fancy wording. Whole meat s no matter are
60 -75% moisture and in dry matter less than 20%. A  lways feed a diet that is highly digestible which m eans it is easier

absorbed and utilized, which by-products, corn, soy , brown rice, powdered cellulose are not, to name a few. Also, many
manufacturers purchase their grains straight from t he farm which tend to contain molds which almost al ways causes an
allergic reaction in dogs and humans. There are man y forms of toxins in grains, which, if not tested, can cause a simple

ear infection or death to your canine companion.

In this issue, The Trainer shares some of her tips on how to train your dog to come/recall on command:

A reliable come or recall is one of the most important things you can teach your dog. It could save your dog’s life one day.
If you remember nothing else, remember this: whenever your dog comes to you, it should ALWAYS be a rewarding
experience. Treats, praise, playtime, petting, anything and everything that is rewarding to your dog. Your dog needs to
know that no matter what, you are happy to see him!

Never scold or do anything that your dog would consider punishment when you call him. What are the chances he will
come next time you call? If you need to put your dog in his crate and go to work, give him a bath, trim his nails, or
something else he does not like, do NOT call him to you. Go get him.

In order to develop a solid recall or come, you need to start with lots of successes. To start, only use your come cue when
you know your dog will come to you. If he is already on his way to you, throw in your “come!” as he’s headed your way.
Your dog needs to understand “come” is not optional. If your dog does not sit or down when asked, it's not such a big
deal, just make sure you do not reward him. However, when you call your dog to you, he should not be allowed to ignore
you. If he does not come toward you right away, do not stand still and keep repeating yourself. Inmediately move toward
him, get his attention and get him to follow you a few steps. Then reward him. Do not scold him because he did not come
to you right away.

You need to be more interesting and rewarding than ANYTHING else around him. Always start out in an environment with
as few distractions as possible so that you can more easily be the most interesting thing around. As you work in different
areas, make sure you know what will be enticing enough to your dog in that situation. What works in one situation will not
work in every situation.

If you are not sure he will come, and you can’t enforce it, do NOT use your recall cue. Go get your dog or find another way
to get him to you.

Hold a treat or toy in front of your dog’s nose. Say, “Fido, come!” and run backwards or away from your dog. Use treats,
toys, your voice, and your motion to get his interest in moving toward you. You may also clap your hands, slap your thigh,
or make noises with your mouth to get his interest. Start by only taking a few steps. Reward your dog when he reaches
you.

When first working on come, do not worry about your dog coming straight in front of you or offering a sit or down.
Emphasize and reward fast and enthusiastic responses!

Reward your dog every time he comes to you in the beginning stages. If he comes to you in a difficult situation or at a time
when you really weren't sure he would come, give him a jackpot! Do not feed a handful of treats all at once, but feed out
several small treats one at a time. This not only rewards him for coming, but also encourages him to stick around and not
run off right away.

Practice taking hold of his collar by reaching in from the side while you are feeding a treat with the other hand so he is
comfortable with his collar being grabbed in case of emergency.

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with permission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Training and a Certified
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is located in and services the Denver Metro Area.
http://www.lovemedogtraining.com/index.html J)




FLAT ROCK - Alfred Holcombe first sensed something might be wrong with his family's dogs when his daug hter came
running to him holding an empty, chewed up tube of Gorilla Glue.

"She was panicking that the dogs had gotten into it and then we noticed that every time they wenttot  ake a drink, the
water would come back up,” the Asheville man said.
To read the rest of this story, please follow this link to the original article:

http://www.blueridgenow.com/article/20090304/NEWS/9  03031037/1042?Title=Gorilla-Glue-sends-3-dogs-to-em __ergency-vet

This news story originally aired on WSMV (NBC Chann el 4, Nashville, TN) on March 17, 2009 issues a cau tionary story

about the use of over the counter flea and tick med ications. Please follow this link to view the vide o:
http://www.wsmv.com/video/18948471/index.html?treet s=nash&tid=2657577943813&tml=nash_12pmé&tmi=nash 12p m 1 12000103172009&ts=H

Now | lay me down to sleep, If you have a dog that belongs to a 'dangerous bree  d'
The queen-size bed is soft and deep. category and you also have a small child, please ta ke this
| sleep right in the center groove, as a warning. Don't leave your dog with the child
My human being can hardly move. unattended under any circumstances. Only a little moment

was enough for the following to happen:

I've trapped her legs,

she's tucked in tight,
and here is where | pass the night.
No one disturbs me or dares intrude,
Till morning comes and | want food.

| sneak up slowly and it begins,
My nibbles on my human's chin.
She wakes up slowly and smiles and shouts,
"You darling beast!
Just cut it out!"
But morning's here and its time to play,
| always seem to get my way.

So thank you Lord, for giving me,
this human person that | see
The one who holds me tight

and shares her bed with me at night!

Author unknown

The nursery school teacher was delivering a station wagon full of kids home one day when a fire truck zoomed past.
Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a D almatian dog. The children fell to discussing the d og's duties.
"They use him to keep crowds back," said one youngs ter.

"No," said another, "he's just for good luck.” Then a third child brought the argument to a close...
"They use the dog," she said firmly, "to find the f ire hydrant

PLEASE - They need YOUR help!! Remember when your rescue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth of a loving
foster family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about fostering a dog
for the Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or the one closet to where you now live, so they can save lives like they
saved your dog’s life!! PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who can relax, show his true personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than
a concrete floor in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE help rescues and the dogs so that others might have a dog
that is well socialized, trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this... Dalmatians are everywhere and are literally dying to
meet you or someone willing to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their forever home comes along. PLEASE be a spot for rescue and
for them?

We thank you and you know any dog you help your local rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE submit a foster
application if you can possibly help your local rescue and them! PLEASE take your cookie... good boy/girl!




This is a great opportunity for any of our current foster families (or for those of you who are considering joining our foster program!
There is still space for Ted Terroux’s excellent rescue/foster seminar. The three hour seminar is full of great tips and information.
Cost for this seminar is only $25.00 and is a terrific deal!! For those who don’t know Ted, he is a great trainer and he offers his
expertise to the rescue community in a variety of ways. Programs similar to this one are conducted by other trainers at a much
higher cost. Please call Ted and reserve your ‘spot’ today!
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Canine Rescue and Foster Home
Education Seminar

Sunday, May 3™
1:00 - 4:00 pm

Ted Terroux’s Canine College
9797 W. Colfax Avenue, Unit 3TT

Lakewood, CO 80215 ¢ 303-232-1034
TedTerrouxDogTraining.com e TedTerroux@att.net

from surrender to adoption, learn how to:

- Prepare your home for fostering
. Obtain better surrender information

0 . Safely transport an unknown dog
0 Introduce a new dog to your dog OOO

0&0 . Assess an unknown dog’s behavior @
. Address common behavior issues

« Determine the best home for a dog

Rescue & Shelter Officers & Volunteers $25

Includes “The Complete Family Dog”
Admission fees are per person

Call to reserve space with your major credit card.
Space is limited to the first 80 paid entries.

Refreshments provided.
No dogs please.




3 Years Old, Liver Neutered Male
Reason Available: Stray
Foster Home: Desert Hot Springs, CA

Palmer is a handsome young liver male (he really is
brown and white even though it doesn’'t show too wel I
in the photo) who sat for many months in a Palm
Springs CA shelter. He is now living in a home in
Desert Hot Springs, CA with another Dalmatian and a
French Bulldog. Palmer is deaf, but you'd hardly
notice. He is very mannerly, playful and gets along
very well with everyone. He LOVES belly rubs too.
Palmer also LEARNS very quickly and has excellent
house manners. This is one lovely, lovely dog.
Contact melodeel01@msn.com for more information.

Elton has unknown beginnings but at the age of 5 EI  ton was abandoned and had an
interesting run-in with the law; first he was picke d up in North Platte, NE by the
police, and then he was taken to the pound for cros  sing over I-80 unaccompanied.
Then Elton's life took a turn for the better, and h  is luck started to change when a
loving couple saved him from the pound and fostered him (Thank you Jan and
Rich). Then he was adopted into his forever home in Colorado Springs. Elton has
now graduated from Dog obedience class and walks on a leash without pulling or
sniffing around. He has learned all the basic comma  nds and loves to go everywhere
he can with his new parents. Elton has some neck pr  oblems and some arthritis in
his shoulders but is being well cared for and doing well. He is very intelligent; at the
vet's office, the treat jar was empty so the vette  ch went to the drawer opened it and
filled the jar. Two weeks later Elton was at the ve  t's office for a follow up and he
opened the drawer with his paw and looked at the sa  me vet tech saying "Hey give
me some treats". What a funny dog! Elton is very pe  aceful, and mellow; he loves
playing with his dad and taking walks with mom. We can't imagine our lives without
him; he brings joy to everyone he meets. Eltoniss  uch a blessing; he is a very fine
Dalmatian.

Henry and Martha M.
Colorado Springs, CO

| oy

Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization. Donations are tax deductib le!
6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline: 303-281-8963 Fax: 970-377-9509




