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Preliminary Animal Health Notification
December 19, 2008

FDA Continues To Receive Complaints about Chicken J erky Products for Dogs and Cautions Consumers

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) continues to caution consumers of a potential association
between the development of illness in dogs and the consumption of chicken jerky products also
described as chicken tenders, strips or treats. FD A continues to receive complaints of dogs
experiencing illness that their owners or veterinar ilans associate with consumption of chicken jerky
products. The chicken jerky products are imported t o the U.S. from China. FDA issued a cautionary
warning to consumers in September 2007.

Australian news organizations report the University of Sydney is also investigating an association
between illness in dogs and the consumption of chic ken jerky in Australia. At least one firm in
Australia has recalled their chicken jerky product and the recall notification stated the chicken jerk y
product was manufactured in China.

FDA believes the continued trend of consumer compla ints coupled with the information obtained
from Australia warrants an additional reminder and animal health notification.

Chicken jerky products should not be substituted fo r a balanced diet and are intended to be used
occasionally and in small quantities. Owners of small dogs must be especially careful to limit the
amount of these products.

FDA, in addition to several veterinary diagnostic | aboratories in the U.S, is working to determine why

these products are associated with illness in dogs. To date, scientists have not been able to
determine a definitive cause for the reported illne  sses. FDA has conducted extensive chemical and
microbial testing but has not identified any contam inant.

FDA is advising consumers who choose to feed their dogs chicken jerky products to watch their
dogs closely for any or all of the following signs which may occur within hours to days of feeding

the product: decreased appetite, although some may continue to consume the treats to the
exclusion of other foods; decreased activity; vomit ing; diarrhea, sometimes with blood; and
increased water consumption and/or increased urinat ion. If the dog shows any of these signs, stop
feeding the chicken jerky product. Owners should c onsult their veterinarian if signs are severe or
persist for more than 24 hours. Blood tests may in dicate kidney failure (increased urea nitrogen and
creatinine). Urine tests may indicate Fanconi synd rome (increased glucose). Although most dogs
appear to recover, some reports to the FDA have inv  olved dogs that have died.

The FDA continues to actively investigate the probl em. Many of the illnesses reported may be the
result of causes other than eating chicken jerky. Veterinarians and consumers alike should report
cases of animal illness associated with pet foods t o the FDA Consumer Complaint Coordinator
http://wwwfda.gov/opacom/backgrounders/complain.htm | in their state.




Question: When | arrive home, my (dog) always jump s on me. | have tried pushing him down and telling him, “No!” and
even turning my back and ignoring him, but he still jumps. How do | get him to stop jumping on me?

The Trainer Answers: First, ask yourself, why does your (dog) jump on you? Most dogs jump on people for attention.
Your dog is thrilled that you have come home and is eager to greet you! Most of us love an enthusiast  ic greeting — isn’t
that one of the reasons we have a dog? He is alway s happy to see you whether you’'ve been gone for six seconds or six
hours.

Instead of asking how to stop your dog from jumping , complete this statement: “Rather than jumping, | would like my
dog to

Rather than asking how to stop your dog from jumpin g, you should be asking yourself what you want your (dog) to do
instead of jumping. You can stop him from jumping, but if you do not teach an alternative behavior, y ~ ou might end up

with a new and equally undesirable behavior, such a s barking, pawing, or grabbing the leg of your pant s. That last one
can be particularly troublesome when you are wearin g shorts!

If you have been giving your (dog) any form of atte  ntion when he jumps, you have been rewarding him fo r jumping and
the behavior will continue. Attention might includ e: pushing him away from you, grabbing his paws, sc olding him, or
even simply making eye contact.

From now on, your (dog) should receive no attention for jumping. Be prepared — the behavior might get worse before it

gets better. Be persistent about ignoring the jump ing. However, do not just turn your back on him. Fold your arms, turn
to the side and step slightly toward your dog, but do not speak to him or touch him with your hands. Stepping toward
your dog allows you to take back the space your dog just invaded by jumping on you. If you step away, you allow him to
control that space, which signals to your dog that he is in control.

Wait for your (dog) to have all four feet on the gr  ound, and then tell him what you want him to do. |  t doesn’t matter what

it is, as long as you give him an alternative behav  ior to get your attention.

For example, if you want to greet and pet your (dog ), you might ask him for a sit. This is an incompa tible behavior to
jumping, meaning the dog cannot jump and sit at the same time. If he is extremely energetic, you migh  t consider asking
for a more active alternative, such as retrieving a toy. He cannot jump on you if he is running to re  trieve a toy from
across the room. If you are using a retrieve, have toys ready by the doorway when you arrive home. P ick one up, and
toss it just as your dog is coming toward you. Eve ntually, you will want him to run and find a toy hi mself, but this is a
good start and provides an alternative to jumping. Remember: if you train a new behavior and then do not reward it, the
jumping will return. Continue to practice and rewa rd the new behavior.

If you can, give your (dog) and alternative cue bef  ore he starts to jump. As he approaches you, ask f  or a sit or retrieve
before his feet lift off the ground. If your dog j umps on other people, recruit friends, family or ne ighbors to help you in
the same way. Have them ask for another behavior b efore he jumps on them. If he does jump, everyone should ignore
the dog until he settles down. If anyone gives you r (dog) attention for jumping, he is being reinforc ed and will continue
to jump. He might have stopped jumping on you, but he will continue to jump on others if someone else is reinforcing
him for the behavior.

There might be times when you must keep your (dog) from jumping on someone. For example, an elderly p  erson or a
small child might be knocked down if your (dog) jum ps up. In these cases, have your (dog) on leash be fore you open the
door. Make sure that he is at least a few feet bac  k from the door so your visitor can safely enter. Give your (dog) just

enough length of the leash to stand, sit or lie dow n where he is but not move around or jump. Stand o  n the remainder of
the leash. If you are holding the leash in your ha  nd, it still gives your (dog) the leverage to jump up. If you are standing

on it, the leverage only allows your (dog) to move forward on the ground not up in the air. Allow the visitor to approach

only when your (dog) is calm. If heisnot calm,t  hen he will not have the opportunity to greet the v isitor.

The most important things to remember are to be con sistent and to always provide an alternative. Don’  t make your (dog)
guess what you want him to do. Help him do the rig ht thing and you will both be much happier!

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is | ocated in and services the Denver Metro Area.
http://www.lovemedogtraining.com/index.html J)




We would like to thank everyone for their generous contributions sent in over the holidays. Money is tight these days,
and we know that better than anyone else. With tha t knowledge, it really does our hearts (and the dog  s) good to know
that we can always count on your continued support of our rescue efforts. Please remember that as one dog is adopted,
there are always three or four more waiting to take their place in a foster home. Any support that we get throughout the
yeatr, either financial or a space for a foster dog in your home, is appreciated more than you can imag ine.

As we continue to look for ways to search for the f unding to continue our work for the Dals, we want t o remind you that
there is one way that you can contribute to our ban k book without draining yours! GoodSearch.com is a great way to
toss a penny here and there to us. And believe me, those pennies add up!! So every time you need to search for
something on the web, please remember to use http://www.goodsearch.com _ to find those elusive websites that you are
looking for. Every time you search using GoodSearc h, we get a penny added to our account. Justimagi  ne, 100 people
searching for one item is $1.00, and if every one o  f those 100 people searched for one thing every day , that would be
$365.00 a year!! And it doesn’t stop with searchin  g... you can also help us by using GoodShop, as well. Using
GoodShop does not  cost you anything, not does it add any additional charges to your check-out. Please consider
adding a signature or tag to all your emails to hel p spread the word to others. You can use something as simple as this:

“

P # $ $
% # 0 $ &"$$$ # (
If you aren’t sure how to add this signature/taglin e to your emails, you can visit this web link on th e GoodSearch site for
an easy to follow, step-by-step guide on how to add to all the popular email programs including Yahoo, Hotmail, AOL,
AIM, Outlook and Outlook Express and others. http://www.goodsearch.com/Getinvolved.aspx#footer

GoodSearch ™ Retmer ™

Tori and Radar once again visited the Life Care Cen ter to help spread the joy of yet another season to the residents and
staff. As you might recall, Radar was adopted by T  ori and attended therapy dog training. After his g raduation Radar
began a very successful new ‘career’ visiting vario us assisted living and nursing homes in their area. Radar’s success
(and that of many other dogs from Dalmatian Rescue) flies in the face of those who think that rescue d ogs are throw
aways and not worthy of saving. Dogs like Radar ar e terrific ambassadors for rescue groups all over t he country, and
we are especially proud that he is such a wonderful ‘spokesdog’ for Dalmatian Rescue!

Santa likes to taste fingers! Playing nt is awfully tiring!
Recently, Tori sent us a note saying “I can’t help laughing at my liI' charmer... just a few more ‘brag’ pics of the adorable
dawg | adopted from the rescue. He brings sooooo m  uch joy to people’s lives, it's simply amazing the affect he had on

people, especially at the Life Care Center. He'sa  fave amongst the residents!”

Editor's Note: If you have rescued a dog fromusw  ho is doing wonderful things in service to your com munity, please let
us know and we will be happy to feature your specia | ambassador in a future issue of NewSpots!
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LONGMONTATHLETIC CLUB

Hi Dalmatian Lovers!

My name is Amy Hoh and | am the Fitness Coordinator at
the Longmont Athletic Club and the proud Mom of 3 d eaf
Dalmatians.

Each year | organize an event called “MOVE YOUR TAl L"a
Day of Fitness to benefit our local animal shelter. On that
day we hold a 2 hour Yoga class, big Aqua Aerobics and
Kick Boxing classes along with 4 hours of Spinning
(where people can ride for 1,2 3 or all 4 of the ho  urs). This
will be our 8™ event and its become more and more
successful each year — last year we had a live band
perform, a potluck dinner AND raised several thousa nd
dollars.

This year | wanted to let our instructors decide wh ere they wanted the money to go as everyone has a d ifferent cause
that is close to their heart. We will be dividing the money up between 3 charities and one of them wi Il be Dalmatian
Rescue of Colorado - YIPPEE!

It will be held at the Longmont Athletic Club (10 M tn View Ave) on Sat, Feb 14 ™ from 7:30am — 2:30pm.

The cost will be $35 to participate (the fee is sli  ghtly higher if you do multiple hours of Spinning). Each participant will
receive an event T-shirt, great food from our Pot L  uck, fun tunes from the band “Water Tower” (ok ... it 's my little
brother’s band but they are pretty good and will pl ay for FREE!), as well as being eligible to win ma  ny prizes throughout
the day — all of that PLUS a great workout fora gr  eat cause!

If you are interested... there are many ways that you can help.

1) You could sign up beginning Monday, January 19 ™ to reserve your spot in any of the classes (space is limited in Yoga

and Spinning so reserve your spot early if you want to participate).

2) You or your company could be a “sponsor” of the ev ent which means you would donate $150 - $250 to the  event and
your name or business logo will be on the back of o ur event T-shirt as well as on all of the posters, on our website etc...

Deadline for Sponsors logo artwork is Jan 26.

3) Each instructor is responsible for providing their own prizes (we’ll draw names during our time slots ) and | would like
to give lots of Spotted or Dalmatian themed prizes. | wondered if | purchased some Dal Fleece if anyo  ne who can sew
would be willing to turn it into some fun Fleece Th rows, pillow cases or tote bags. Or if you have an  y other ideas... any
help with the prizes will be greatly  appreciated.

4) OR, if you'd like you could bring potluck food or drink for the tired people who have been working ou t for up to 4
hours and/or enjoy the band which will begin playin g at 12:30pm. $5 donation for those who just want to come hear the
band - we are hoping for a big crowd.

So — there are lots of ways to help out with the ev  ent if you are interested. Three of my eight instr  uctors who will be
leading classes during this event will be raising m oney for OUR cause — the polka dotted cause!!

If you would like any more information you can cont act me at aboland@mesanetworks.net and you can read about my
Dalmatians on the Happy Beginnings page, 2007 under ~ “Amy’s Dals”.

Thank you SO much for any support you would like to give me in this event. It will be a greatday la m sure and hopefully
we'll raise lots of $$ for our spotted friends.

Sincerely,
Amy Hoh
Info will be on our website in early January ~ www.longmontathleticclub.com




COPING WITH THE
WEATHER

Frostbite and Hypothermia

Be sure your pets have
adequate shelter to keep them
protected from snow, rain, and

wind. Houses should be insulated
and be just big enough for your pet
to turn around and lay down in
comfortably. Provide a heavy
blanket or bed to insulate from the
cold ground. Straw, leaves, or pine
needles can provide additional
insulation. Keep plenty of fresh
water available and feed a little
extra if your pet will be outside for
long periods of time. Get your pet
used to the cold weather as soon
as the seasons begin to change.
This will give its body time to
adapt. Thin coated or small dogs
should never be left outside for
extended periods of time.

HARMFUL PRODUCTS

Anti-freeze (ethylene glycol)
Anti-freeze is VERY deadly if ingested.
Antifreeze smells and tastes sweet, so it is
very appealing to animals. The symptoms
of toxicity include vomiting, diarrhea,
muscle weakness, excessive water
consumption and urination, coma, and
death due to kidney failure.

Ice Melt
Ice melt and other salt products can burn
the pads of the feet. Use a pet-safe
product on drive-ways and sidewalks to
protect your pet's feet!

Taea wiia

WINTER ACTIVITY

Exercise in the Snow
Although we do recommend getting
your dog out this season for
exercise, remember that the snow
can add a lot of resistance when
running through it. Therefore, your
pet may tire more quickly than usual
when playing in the snow.

If your pet tends to accumulate
show balls on its feet, spray some
PAM cooking spray on them before
heading out the door! Your pet will
thank you for it!

What is the Pet Overpopulation Fund?

The Pet Overpopulation Fund was created by the Colo
euthanasia of surplus, unwanted animals. In the si
spay and neuter surgeries for dogs and cats in unde

How can you help?

You can donate to the Pet Overpopulation Fund on yo
contribute on the appropriate line of your tax retu
Revenue will forward your contribution to the Fund.
animal care and control agencies, and community gro
The Pet Overpopulation Fund also helps
Coloradoans to have their pets spayed or neutered.

surgeries.

provided at no cost to the Fund.

Are there any other ways to donate?

Absolutely! You may contribute directly to the Fun
and mail it to: Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund,

How can you learn more about the Fund and their gre

rserved areas of Colorado.

ur Colorado tax return.

at efforts? Visit:

rado State Legislature to curb pet overpopulation a
X years since its inception, the Fund has subsidize

Simply enter the amount yo
rn form — no amount is too small. The Colorado Dep
Donations will help fund grants to local coalitio
ups in underserved areas of Colorado to perform spa
create and implement education programs that encour

All donations benefit the animals; administrative

d at any time by a donation payable to the “Pet Ove
1805 South Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 8022 2

rpopulation Fund”

http://www.savecoloradopets.org

nd reduce
d more than 32,000

u wish to
artment of
ns of veterinarians,
y and neuter

services are



PLEASE - They need YOUR help!! Remember when your rescue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth of a loving
foster family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about fostering a dog
for Rescue so we can save lives like we saved your dog’s lifell PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who can relax, show his true
personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concrete floor in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE help us and the
dogs so that others might have a dog that is well socialized, trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this... Dalmatians are
everywhere and are literally dying to meet you or someone willing to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their forever home comes
along. PLEASE be a spot for us... and for them?

We thank you and you know any dog you help us save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE submit a foster application if you can
possibly help us and them! PLEASE take your cookie... good boy/girl!

' % & $

(

11+ Years Old, Black Neutered Male
Reason Available: Stray
Englewood, CO Foster Home

**JRGENT**

Sarge is a tripod... missing his right front leg. S  arge is cool! He
doesn't let little things stop him and he loves eve rything and
everybody. Sarge needs a new foster/adoptive home where he
doesn't have to do many stairs. Sarge is one happy soul! This sweet
fella was surrendered to a local shelter in the sum  mer of 2006 when
his owners moved away and the leg was missing then. Before we
could help, Sarge was adopted, but this summer, two years later, he

was abandoned again. Sarge was found as a stray and the adopters from 2006 could not be found. We can only
assume the adopter had more problems than integrity and compassion, but Sarge is now in a foster home in
Englewood where he is fine with both male and femal e dogs. This boy didn't deserve to be thrown away T  WICE and he
is an absolutely delightful fella with tons of love and spirit. Sarge is housebroken and has some old age hearing loss

(eh, what did you say?) but is SO easy to live with . Sarge would take charge of your life if you let h  im and bring you

much joy and happiness!! He has an absolute heart o  f GOLD! He needs a home where he doesn't need to us e many
stairs and a home where he will get walks to keep h  im active. Sarge is always so appreciate of whateve r you do for
and with him... You won't find more love in adogw ith four legs, much less three!

$ (

4 Years Old, Black Spayed Female
Reason Available: Owner Surrender
Frisco, CO

Smiley is STILL at the shelter, getting tired of be  ing confined for many
long months, and being abandoned! Please help! Th e shelter will let
us put her in a foster home. This gal needs bright new beginning to
go along with the New Year! This is a courtesy lis  ting for Smiley, a

Dalmatian mix. She is a great, well adjusted dog. Smiley is somewhat
submissive, but very interested in being loved on, and a healthy 61
pounds, but she could lose about 5 pounds for sure. The shelter feels
she would be great with kids after their evaluation . Please contact

Nancy Ring directly at 970-668-4190 or the main off ice at 970-668-3230

! C ! “I'm tired of waiting!! Won't you please help me?”
in Frisco, CO. Please contact the shelter or usif ~ you can help.

Our “Doghouse” dogs this month really need your hel p.
While Sargel is safely in a foster home, he really  needs to get into a home without so many stairs and steps to deal with.
He gets around very well, but the steps and stairs in his current foster home do tend to make him a li ttle bit unstable and

subject to tipping over!!
And Smileyl has been in the shelter for fartoo lon  g! She really needs to get out of there and intoa  loving home.




Wow, it's dry out here in New Mexico compared to we  ather in Houston. We
drink A LOT of water! But we're getting to like the dry (and hurricane-free)
climate, and we certainly like knowing where our ne  xt meal is coming from
and knowing that the drinking bowl is ALWAYS full. Plus, there’s the added
bonus of regular bones to support our...well... CHEWING habit.

If you haven’t guessed already, Mom, with the help of a lot of her rescue
friends like Beth in Colorado and Patsy in Texas as well as a bunch others
whose names we can’t remember rescued us from Hurri cane lke (we were
moved FIVE times). We love our new Mom, thoughwe t  hink that we
sometimes exasperate her with our enthusiastic “way " on a leash,
particularly when we see other dogs or a horse. (We think that there may be
some connection between us and the horses but we're not quite sure about it

yet.) Mom, however, has gotten wise and is now tak  ing us on solo walks to teach us some “leash manner s’ We're
trying to be real good boys so that we can walk tog ether again very soon.

We recently met our surrogate “Dad” and his two 8-y ear old black Labs. We tried to get a little crazy ~ with the Labs, but
we were sternly disciplined. (They were pretty gent  le with us, really.) We did have a blast running ar  ound our BIG yard
with them and sharing our collection of bones.

One thing we didn’t mention is that we do have hear  tworms. We didn’t find this out until Mom took us t o0 get tests. We
have a GREAT vet, however, and she is going to make  sure that we get rid of the nasty worms. We’re not looking forward
to the injections and know that being confined for six weeks isn’t going to be much fun. (Though Mom i s such a sucker —
we’ll be able to get lots of treats and bonesouto  fher.) We’re looking forward to it all being over  , so that we can get on
with our lives and go on LOTS of hikes with Mom (wh en she feels we're a little better behaved, of cour  se).

Anyway, that’s all we can think of for now. We're h  appy, getting healthy, and looking forward to lots of new adventures in
this strange new place of mountains and desert.

Love,
B&B

PS: We understand that we’re going to see snow real soon. We're not sure we understand what that is bu  t Mom says
we’re going to love it.
Translated and submitted by,
Karen Smith
Tijeras, NM

In October, after the loss of my elderly boy, Spot, Sparx came to be with me
from a rescuer in Albuquerque. He was ever so worr  ied and his ear was
badly infected. He didn't seem to mind coming home with me though, and in
. his doglike manner it was clear he so wanted to ple  ase me. Sparx is a bit
stoic. He doesn't do the smile and he has limited concept of playing, not
| interested in balls or toys. At the dog park he's easily put off by the four-
legged friends but delights in greeting the humans. He lives for a walk and a
frozen treat. Until recently he greeted me by divi  ng onto his back at my feet.
Showing just a little confidence, his new approach is on all fours and facing
forward, mouth closed, eyes half closed and backsid e wiggling.
& Thanks to everyone at Dalmatian Rescue, especially  his foster mom, Lyn, for
helping Sparx.
Cheryl
Loveland, CO

Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization. Donations are tax deductib le!
6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline: 303-281-8963 Fax: 970-377-9509




