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Suppnrtmg Our Mllitary. Veterans and their Beloved Pets

Hot Springs, AR (PRWEB) May 23, 2009 — While millio ns of Americans will be paying tribute to our veter ans and
remembering those serving today around the world, o ne innovative organization will be honoring and rem embering them
in a much different way. Like they do every day of the year, the volunteers and foster home caregiver s of Guardian

Angels for Soldier's Pet (GASP) will be assistingt  hose soon to deploy to harm’s way in locating/placi ng their beloved
pets into loving and safe home across the country. The organization’s ultimate goal is to ensure that military service
members are reunited with their pets upon returning home to the United States.

“Our military service members sacrifice so much for our country,” said Linda Spurlin-Dominik, Co-Found er/CEO of

Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet. “Through our pr ograms, it is our hope that we can help cut down on the anxiety and
uncertainty of deployment and, at the same time, sa  y ‘thank you’ for their service and sacrifice.”

“Though the majority of those deploying will have f amily members or friends to care for these beloved pets GASP will be
there to assist those who don't,” said Sally White, National President. “We believe having their pet there when they
return from overseas is an important part of reinte gration and healing.”

A Soldier’s Story

Major Randall G. Baucom knows the value of the orga  nization firsthand. “When | was facing deployment to Iraqg in 20086,
| was going through a very difficult time in my lif e,” said Major Baucom. “Irag was only the beginnin g of it.”

In addition to his impending deployment, Major Bauc om was dealing with a divorce and coping with the d eath of his
mother. He was alone and did not know anyone who ¢ ould properly care for his two dogs, Buster and Lit tle Girl. Then
he heard about GASP. He quickly moved to place his dogs with a Guardian Angels foster family.

During Major Baucom’s 15 months in Irag, a team of foster families cared for Buster and Little Girl. When he returned to
the U.S. in January 2008, his dogs were waiting for ~ him, safe and sound.

“It was really a special reunion,” said Major Bauco m. “After so many changes in my life, my dogs were there to give me
a kind of steady support that | couldn’t find anywh ere else.”

How to Help

Because of the efforts of people like Linda, Sally, and the individuals opening their hearts and homes , military service
members like Major Baucom know that their pets are being cared for in a safe environment while they ar e overseas. For
more information on providing a foster home, becomi ng a volunteer, or making a donation to Guardian An gels for

Soldier’s Pet, please visit http://www.quardianangelsforsoldierspet.org

Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet is an ALL volunte er 501(c)(3) non-profit military support organizati  on supporting
military service members, veterans and their belove  d pets through their “Foster Home” and “Military Pe t Assistance”
programs aimed at reuniting the pet(s) and owners f  ollowing deployment or emergency hardship.

Additional Contact Information:
Jessica Semon, Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet, (  501) 325-1591
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Stuffed animals that are bought for your children — things like teddy bears, stuffed dogs, rabbits or whatever — are just
that... for your children NOT your dogs! They are ge  nerally safe for children to play with because most children will not

tear them apart and eat the stuffing that is inside . However, we all know (maybe a little too well) t  hat dogs love tearing
stuffed animals apart. And once apart, they willo  ften times try to consume the contents. This is wh ere the problem lies.
The stuffing inside toy animals is treated with a f ire retardant that is designed to turn into a gel, which is highly toxic,

and stop a fire from being able to start with the s  tuffing. The dogs that consume it will turn the st uffing to gel in their
intestines. Once the chemical reaction starts, it begins to kill off the tissue lining the intestines

There is no ‘fix’ for a dog that has this happen. So the best prevention is to not allow your dog to chew on or otherwise
engage in play with a child’s toy animal. Period.

i3 As the weather starts getting nicer, as it has for the last week or so, many people are going to
start working on their landscaping again this year. A popular landscaping material is mulch.
But there is a type of mulch out there that dog and cat owners should avoid like the plague!
Cocoa mulch. This is sold in many common stores un der various brand names, but if mulch
contains cocoa and you have pets at home...

& DO NOT BUY IT!

¥ Cocoa mulch contains toxic “Theobromine” which is f ound in all chocolates. Cocoa bean shells
{ contain potentially toxic quantities of theobromine , @ xanthine compound. A dog that ingests a
lethal quantity of garden mulch made from cocoa bea n shells can die in less than an hour.
¢ Many of these products that are sold do NOT contain any kind of warning that the product is not
% safe for use around pets, so you need to be aware o f what you are buying and putting out where
§ your pets could eat it.

In times past, we have mentioned in our newsletter about stolen animals. Not only dogs, but cats, rab bits and various
other domesticated animals have fallen victim to th ose with no morals. As the weather gets warmer and the sun shines
brightly outside, many of us may be tempted to leav e a door open or allow unsupervised access to front yards or other
areas where the unscrupulous might be waiting. Ple  ase make sure to supervise your furry ones when the vy are outside
so that we won't have to hear your pleas to get you  r stolen dog (or cat, etc.) returned.

Here are some things you can do to help keep yourp  ets safe:

Microchip your pets

Train your dog to take treats only from you. If yo ur best friend comes over with a treat for Fluffy, YOU should
give the treat, not your friend.

Do NOT leave your dog unattended in a fenced yard, no matter how secure, no matter how short a time. Escort
your dog out to do his business and bring him back in. Or sit with him/her, enjoying the wonderful we ather.

Besides stealing a dog, people can and do throw poi  soned meat over fences, lure any size (even 100 pou nd
German Shepherd Dogs) dogs away with raw meat, teas e them, torment them, shoot them with BB guns and
more. When you have to leave the house, bring the  dog in.

If your dog acts nervous around someone, there is a reason for it! Do not chastise the dog for this b ehavior.
Trust his/her instincts.

Lock you doors! Someone could open the door, snatc h the dog and be gone before you realize what happe  ned.
Handicapped (hearing, sight or mobility impaired) d ogs should NEVER go out into a yard alone. Dogs ne  ed their

humans more than they need blue sky and green grass — let them look out the window if they absolutely must
see what is going on in the neighborhood.

If your dog needs exercise and/or socialization, do it yourself instead of hiring a dog walker, etc. Use the time as
a bonding experience or special treat for the dog. They'll thank you for it more than if you turn the m over to a
stranger.

Most importantly, teach your dog to come on command !

Even the most unfriendly of dogs, the least trustin g of dogs can still be bested by a vile human inten t on taking
advantage or it, hurting it, selling it into medica | research or worse. Don't let this happen to your pals... just follow these
simple, common sense tips and you and your pal will enjoy many summers to come.




Question: | was told that we should not feed our d og human food because it will teach our dog to beg for food. Is that true,
and should never feed our dog human food?

The Trainer Answers: Whether or not your dog shoul d eat “human food” really depends on which human fo od itis. Unhealthy,
processed foods are definitely best avoided. We sh  ould avoid them too! Using healthy, natural, whole food, such as
unprocessed meats, cheese, fruits or veggies can ma ke better treats for your dog than some of the dog treats you find in
stores. Just because treats are made and marketed for dogs, it does not mean they are healthy, approp  riate treats for your

dog. Treats that contain such ingredients as meat by-products, sugar, salt, artificial colorings and flavors are best avoided.
“Human food” such as chicken from the deli or baby carrots would be a better choice. There are plenty of very good, healthy
choices in dog treats, but you don’t need to rule o ut other choices simply because they are considered “human food”. If you
are unsure of what is a healthy choice for your dog , do some research and consider talking to your vet or someone well-versed

in canine nutrition.

The true answer to your question has very little, i f anything, to do with human food vs. dog food. It has to do with the situation
in which you are feeding your dog. If you are givi ng your dog any kind of food — human or dog — what really matters is what
the dog did right before you gave him the food. If he was barking at you, pawing at you, or otherwise actively seeking your
attention, then you are rewarding him for ‘begging’ and it doesn’t matter what food you are using.

The question as to whether feeding a dog human food causes begging depends upon how and when you are f  eeding your dog.

What causes begging behavior is more dependent upon the method, not the actual food you are feeding. For example, you are
sitting at the dining room table eating dinner with your family. Your dog approaches, and barks or pa  ws at you. You take a
piece of food off your plate and give it to him. | n this scenario, you are rewarding your dog for beg ging or attention-seeking

behavior while you are at the table eating your mea 1.

Now, let's take the exact same scenario, but thist  ime, instead of taking food from your plate, you gi ve your dog a dog treat that
you have sitting in a jar on the table next to you. In this scenario, you are also teaching your dog to beg at the table. It has less
to do with what you are giving him as the situation in which you are giving it.

Take the same two food options — human food and dog treats — and put them in a different context. 1a sk my dog to go lie down

on his bed, and give him a reward for doing so. It does not matter which type of food | am giving him , what matters is what he
is doing at the time | am giving the food. In this case, | am rewarding him for lying down on his bed . Even if | am rewarding
him with “human food” it will not cause begging beh avior because | am reinforcing a different behavior — one that | like and

want to encourage!

However, the dog’s behavior will be affected by how much the dog likes what he’s getting — so if you h ave some really tasty,
smelly food, then your dog will be far more likely to beg to get more of it than some boring mediocre food that isn’t nearly as
exciting. Whether it is tasty human food or tasty dog treats does not matter, but the value to the do g will matter.

| encourage you to use healthy treat choices, wheth  er they are marketed as dog treats or human food. Just be sure to only
give them to your dog when he is performing a behav ior you like and want to encourage!

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Trainingislo  cated in and services the Denver Metro Area.
http://www.lovemydogtraining.com ).

Children’s Writing Competition

Great Prizes and a Chance to Participate in Animal  Advocacy

Happy Tails Books, publisher of books that support animal rescue and advocacy, is inviting
children ages 8-16 to submit short stories, essays, poems, and artwork depicting all the
wonderful reasons they love their adopted pets. Th is is a great opportunity for children to
participate in animal advocacy, win great prizes an  d get the work published (the best entries
will be published in a book). For more details, vi  sit http:/happytailsbooks.com . Deadline for
entries is June 15 ™, 2010. Ages will be divided into 2 groups, 8-12y ears old and 13-16 years
_ | old. Prizes: 1 Place in each division receives $50, 2 ™ gets $25, top 5 in each category will
il 1 o receive a t-shirt. Every entrant will receive a bo  okmark. Entry Fee: $10 suggested donation.
Childrens Yﬁ'}.‘m'lg How to enter: Enter at http://happytailsbooks.com/contest.ntm . Winners will be announced in
Competition July, 2010. Publication date for the book, “I Love Buddy”, full of the best children’s works
about their adopted pets, will be published by Sept ~ ember 2010.

lHa EyTaliisBooks.com




by Victoria
Dogs NEED — Not Just WANT — Water When Out and Abou _t
Tools For In The Car And While Walking

It's Hot! — But Even When It's Not...
Dogs need access to water

Frequently I meet people walking or running their d ogs who have no water with them. Often these dogs are suffering
and the owners seem oblivious. | offer them my Dob  erman’s water and usually they say, “No thinks... I h ave some at the
car” or “No, we’'ll be home soon.”

It's HOT! If your dog is out and about... consider w  hether or not he needs you to carry water for him. If the weather
and/or his activity level is such that he NEEDS wat  er — its imperative you carry some with you, not ju st keep it back at the
car. He must drink when he needs it. (It'sa NEED , nota WANT.) That hanging, panting, desperate to  ngue tells all... He
NEEDS water.

It's very uncomfortable to be thirsty... and in the s ummer, for our dogs, it can even be dangerous.
In summer — and in winter — | keep a gallon jug of  water in the car (kept cool with an ice pack when
necessary), and in the back seat with Jetta, 365 da ys a year, | have an anti-spill bowl designed for
car travel, called the “Water Hole.” Jetta drinks through the donut-shaped lid. Around the inside
of that hole is a large ‘lip,’ so water can not spl  ash out while | drive. If she steps on it, tipping it el
over, the water stays inside that lip and does not spill out. These bowls cost less than $10 in pet '

stores.

When away from the car, | carry an ingenious water bottle called the
Water Rover™. ( http://www.waterrover.com _ or 866-229-3447)

It has an attached bowl, and you never have to unsc rew the top
(even when filling it), or flip open the bowl or ev  en squeeze the
bottle. You just lift the stopper tab, hold the bo ttle horizontally (or
lay it on the ground) and the water flows into the bowl. When the
dog is done drinking, tilt the bottle up again and the water flows
back inside. There’s no waste! And it's reasonabl vy priced:

Regular — Small bowl/15 oz bottle $11.49

Bigger — Small bowl/26 oz bottle $14.99

Even Bigger — Large bowl/26 oz bottle $19.99

Water Rover for horses (or really big dogs) — Large bowl/55

o0z bottle $24.99

The small bowl is about 4” in diameter and the larg e bowl is about 5%". | have the “Bigger” model for my Doberman,
Jetta, and the “small” bowl is plenty big enough. It comes in six colors. The Water Rover is easy to carry by holding
onto the bowl or clipping it onto your belt or pant S.

I have tried all kinds of water bowls and bottles f  or Jetta. | got one last year whose attached bowl kept FALLING DOWN.
Such a nuisance! Sports bottles are even worse. J  etta licks and licks the small stream of water (the  re’s TONS of waste)
until the pop-out part closes, so | have to keep re  -opening it for her. Plus sports bottles have no w ay to attach to
clothing and no strap with which to carry them.

Dogs need water when they are hot and thirsty! So when they are running — especially when it's warm — and often even
when they are just walking — especially when it's w  arm — it's an absolute MUST to carry their water al ong. Please
remember: Dog’s temperatures run hotter than that of humans AND they can’t cool off by sweating like we do.

Feeeeekkkk |f you're hot, they're hotter. *rxxxex ok

It's very uncomfortable to be hot and thirsty and d ogs shouldn’t have to wait for water ‘til they get back to the car or

house. And if dogs get hot enough, waiting to get back to the car or house, they can suffer heat stro ke and die just like
we can.

The Water Rover and the Water Hole make it EASY to  exercise and socialize your dog and also meethisn  eeds.
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| wanted to share with you an idea | had for one of  the newsletters. | met a woman who does
great wood work and exhibits around here in Idahoa  t a lot of the dog events. She also
works with the rescue group here that helped us wit h Lexy — Northwest Animal

Companions. Anyway, she makes great ornaments (pic  tured at right) and these fun puzzles
of dogs. She has a Dalmatian ornament she is worki  ng on now. | was thinking others who
have adopted might also like these since it is hard er to find Dalmatian items these days.

Her name is Sharon Whaley and here is her website s o that you can see her work.
http://www.coolpaw.net/cpwoods . Also, her email is swhaley nac@yahoo.com. Herp rices
are also incredibly reasonable — the Dalmatian orna  ment is only $3.50. Anyway, thought |
would share this — she is a very nice person and al  so committed to dog rescue. Thanks —
Elizabeth Criner.

My friend Jen Geraghty has launched a unique busine  ss called Tri-Pod Dog Design that | wanted to bring to your
attention. Jen is an artist and a committed, long-  time animal rescuer. She created my Home Away Denv er logo and
website, and I've been delighted with both:  www.homeawaydenver.com

As you can see from her website  www.tripoddogdesign.com _, she utilizes a photo (which you would supply) and applies
effects, making the photo look like a painting. | think her work is gorgeous. She can do a straight-f orward piece or also

make it look kind of cool and edgy. I'm really exc ited as she has offered to do one at a significantl  y reduced rate for

me in return for me displaying it in my place for c lients to see. Which dog to choose??? I'm driving my dogs nuts
creeping around and surprising them with the camera

This can be a wonderful way of capturing your compa nion(s) and preserving a lovely memory forever. Ch  eck it out!

~~Lisa

A Physician friend recently told me about a natural product called Celadrin and | want to share it wit ~ h others. She swears
by it for her own joint and muscle pain as well as her dog’s. This product contains fatty acids (othe rwise known as
esterifying oils) that provides joint lubrication a nd is also as fatty acids which are part of nerve m  yelination.

My friend says that one Celadrin pill a day makes a big difference to her old gal with spinal problems . Of course, she also
supplements with other natural products as well, su ch as Vitamin E 100IU every other day and DHEA 25 m g every other
day, as well as Vit B12 2500 unit a day. (All 3 com e from Costco.) But, the Celadrin seems to give th  at extra “punch” that
her old gal pains.

Check out Celadrin for your buddy and you! It come s in both soft gels and topical cream. — Beth W.
http://celadrin.com/pages/aboutus.php

http://www.herbsmd.com/detail/celadrin-31003.htm

http://www.swansonvitamins.com/Ind/Celadrin.htmI?IN TLO71&cm mmc_0=0ztBB!%20mwzyqtCiCWBE%20PyzEpwpCjC
%28R5{%29%202wkzpybEC|C AY %20gwkzpybE&OVCAMPGID=969 35513&0VADGRPID=7933748401&0VNDID=ND2

Want to keep your pets healthier in this world of ¢ ancer, mange, ear infections, etc. Check out the n  ewsletter from Dr.
Karen Becker, a holistic veterinarian. This newsle tter is full of lots of natural tips to help keep y our pets healthy. Itis
found on Dr. Mercola’s site, where you can sign up for Dr. Becker’'s weekly newsletter. Dr. Mercola is a holistic physician
for humans, so enjoy good health for the whole fami ly when you go there. — Beth W.

www.mercola.com _click on Healthy Pets or http://healthypets.mercola.com/

PLEASE — They need YOUR help!! Remember when your r  escue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth of a
loving foster family? If we hadn't had foster homes , you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEA  SE think about
fostering a dog for the Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or the one closet to where you n  ow live, so they
can save lives like they saved your dog’s life!! PL EASE give a warm home to a dog who can relax, show his true
personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concre te floor in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE help
rescues and the dogs so that others might have a do g that is well socialized, trained and ready to lov  e. PLEASE think
about this... Dalmatians are everywhere and are liter  ally dying to meet you or someone willing to give t hem a “spot” to
LIVE until their forever home comes along. PLEASE b e a spot for rescue and for them?

We thank you and you know any dog you help your loc al rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE s  ubmit a foster
application if you can possibly help your local res cue and them! PLEASE take your cookie... good boy/gir  [!




This really works! | tried it today in my garagew  here my old boy potties all over. Works like acha rm. I’'m going to order
buckets full!  http://www.cleartheair.com/ — Patsy P.

Adopt A Spot is holding a 50/50 raffle until May 31 . Our goal is to sell at least 2000 tickets (finge rs crossed) which means
that the winner would take home ¥ of what we sell. If anyone is interested in buying some of the tick  ets you can follow
this link  http://www.adoptaspotdalrescue.com/raffle.html

What a great chance to help Dalmatians and also may be take home some cash yourself! This is the easie st way for a
charity to raise money and also reward some generou s person for helping. | hope you'll buy a couple o f tickets! The
dogs win of course and maybe you will too. Adopt A Spot Dalmatian Rescue is located in Maryland where they see far
more Dalmatians than we do!

= et T i d

Another problem caused by deforestation!




In 2009 we adopted 114 dogs but we ONLY have @ Happy Beginning stories on the website . Come on guys!! Send us

your stories about your new friend, your exploits, cute pictures, funny stories, etc. We work so hard to make these
stories possible and it is our reward to see your s tories in print. That's what we live for!! It'sn ot hard and it only takes a
minute. You can send your pictures and stories to the Webmaster at spotted-dog-designs@comcast.net . Do it today

before you forget!!

My name is Chief and | recently immigrated to Vanco uver Island Canada. |
lived in several homes in the past and am not sure why they kept dumping me
at shelters. My new mom drove down and picked me up from my foster
parents in Portland Oregon who rescued me from a sh elter the day before my
life was going to end. | really like my new home. | have a little brother who is a
large Chihuahua named Diesel, he loves me and follo  ws me everywhere, even

shuggles with me on the bed. | get to sleep with my big sister Erin who's a
human, at night on her bed.

My mom took me to the vet right away because | have a badly swollen ankle
and it hurts when | run. It's been swollen for mont hs. The vet took an X-Ray
and it's broken so | have a cast, but if it doesn't heal | will need a plate and
screws. My mom works in orthopedics so she knows lo t's about bones and
will take good care of me. There are lot's of off | eash trails in the forest right
behind my new house and many beaches to play on her e, thisisland life is great. Today we went in the canoe to a small
island and | got to roam free like the wind. Diesel showed me the way on the trails, he's in supergoo  d shape and can run
really fast....and oh there were so many things to smell on the beach. | do like the beach and hopping over the waves
when they come in. | am not so sure about that cano e thing though, | was a little nervous and mom told me | had to sit
still or we would all be going for a swim.

| am going to have so many adventures here. Mom say s when my ankle is all better we can go for longer hikes, and she
promised me | never have to go to another shelter.

Chief

Typed by: Kathleen P.
Vancouver Island, Canada

| was FINALLY at a place in my life where | was rea dy for a dog and Luna (formerly
Tiana), at 4 years old was DEFINITELY in a place in  her life where she was ready for a
forever home.

| searched Colorado high and low waiting for some u nknown feeling to arise with some

unknown dog. | saw Luna’s picture and profile on th e Dal rescue website and knew | had
to meet her. She was VERY timid upon first meeting. It made sense because she had
been found in the desert in NM and clearly had ale  ss than perfect past.

: About a month ago she moved from her wonderful fost er home in Centennial up to the
L S © mountains with me. We hit the trails right away-- s 0 many great scents to track! | am

lucky enough to live at a camp where | work, so oft ~ en enough she comes to the office with me and hangs out while | prep
for the summer. She has quickly become a member of our camp family.

She loves destroying her stuffed animals and collec ting bones and ice cubes. She is as mellow ascanb e when sheisin
the house- sometimes | am convinced she is part cat with her constant lounge act, but once her leash a  ppears she is
ready to go! With her help | am maintaining motivat  ion to train for a half marathon (I am fairly certa  in it would not be
possible without her).

Luna harbors wanderlust similar to my own and is ha ppy to go any and everywhere. Her constant companio  nship has
shifted my life in a fantastic way- there is nothin g like the feeling of walking in the door to see a friend who can barely
contain her tail she is so happy to see you. Thanks Dal Rescue!
Heidi F.
Empire, CO




2 Years Old, Black Female
Reason Available: Stray
TEMPORARY Foster Home, Georgetown, TX

*kkkk U R G E N T*****

Sapphire needs a new foster home. Her current
foster family is dealing with some health issues wi th
their own dogs and just don’t have the time to comm it
to her that she really would like and deserves. Pl  ease
help us to find a new foster home (or even better, an
adoptive home) for Sapphire as soon as possible.
Transportation is available to get her to you!!

Sapphire is a little girl (only 38#) who was found as a
scared stray in TX. She looks like she just had
puppies recently, so perhaps that's why her owner
didn't want her anymore? For some reason she also
has been docked, and so has no tail to clean off th e
coffee table. But you should see her try to wag it
anyway! Like any other young dog, Sapphire (now

called Sarah) still needs to learn some house manne  rs. She is currently living with three other dogs i n her foster home
in Georgetown, TX. Sarah will once in awhile get in  to things that she shouldn't, and she has lots of e nergy, but once
she settles down, however, she loves to get her ear s rubbed and really wants to cuddle with you. Sapph ire/Sarah is
house broken and good in the crate as well. Sheis  unknown with cats, but she doesn't chase the deeri  n her yard!

2 Years Old, Black, Liver, Brown and White, Neutere d
Male

Reason Available: Stray

Foster Home, Colorado Springs, CO

*kkkk U R G E N T*****

Mojo is a very unique combination of colors, both b lack
and liver and white, and he is so unique because of
this. He is a healthy 2 yr old that will chase cats if they
run, but is good with other dogs and people, includ ing
children. He is also deaf. He loves to give kisses and
cuddle with you... if you let him, he'llbe alapd  og! Mojo
is fairly well behaved in the house, though he will surf
the kitchen counter if he thinks you aren't watchin g. We
are working on housebreaking... but it's kind of to ugh
to sign "Do you need to go to the bathroom?" But if he
is let out frequently, at least once every three ho  urs
(unless he's gone to bed for the night), there have n't
been any problems. We have resources to help owners
train their new hearing impaired buddy as well.

Lot #

Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N  on-profit organization. Donations are tax deductib le!
6828 Rim Rock Trall, Fort Collins, CO 80526 Rescue Hotline: 303-281-8963 Fax: 970-377-9509




