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Dr. Cynda Crawford is clinical assistant professor in the Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program at the Uni versity of Florida 
College of Veterinary Medicine in Gainsville.  Dr. Crawford believes these are ten things that everyon e should know 
about canine influenza and the risks to pets and pe ople. 
 

Q.  What is canine influenza? 
A.  Canine influenza is a highly contagious respira tory infection of dogs caused by a novel influenza virus that was first 
discovered in 2004.  We do not use the general term  “dog flu” because it could refer to any flu-like i llness in dogs due to 
various causes.  Rather, canine influenza is a spec ific disease caused by a particular subtype, H3N8, of the influenza A 
virus. 
 

Q.  Where does canine influenza occur? 
A.  Canine influenza has been documented in 30 stat es and the District of Columbia.  At this time, the  canine influenza 
virus is very prevalent in many communities in Colo rado, Florida, New York and Pennsylvania.  There is  no evidence that 
canine influenza H3N8 is currently infecting dogs i n other countries. 
 

Q.  What type of infection does canine influenza vi rus cause? 
A.  Like influenza viruses that infect other mammal s, canine influenza virus causes an acute respirato ry infection in 
dogs.  It is one of several viruses and bacteria th at are associated with canine infectious respirator y disease, or what’s 
commonly referred to as “kennel cough.”  The canine  influenza virus can cause respiratory disease by i tself or along 
with other canine respiratory pathogens. 
 

Unlike human influenza, canine influenza is not a “ seasonal” infection.  Infections can occur year rou nd. 
 

Q.  What are the symptoms and clinical signs of can ine influenza? 
A.  Like influenza viruses in other species, canine  influenza virus causes a flu-like illness consisti ng of cough, sneezing 
and nasal discharge (“runny nose”).  Fever can also  occur, but it is usually transient and rarely noti ced by pet owners.  
There are no clinical signs that distinguish canine  influenza from other respiratory infections.  That  is why diagnostic 
tests must be performed to determine the cause of r espiratory infections in dogs (see below). 
 

Virtually all dogs exposed to the canine influenza virus become infected; about 80 percent develop a f lu-like illness, 
while another 20 percent do not become ill.  Fortun ately, most dogs recover within two weeks without a ny further health 
complications.  However, some dogs progress to pneu monia, which is usually due to secondary bacterial infections. 
 

While the death rate for canine influenza is very l ow, the secondary pneumonia can be life-threatening  in some cases.  
There is no evidence that dogs of particular age or  breed are more susceptible to developing pneumonia  from canine 
influenza. 
 

Q.  Who is susceptible to canine influenza? 
A.  Because canine influenza is due to a virus that  is novel to the canine population, dogs lack preex isting immunity to 
the virus.  Dogs of any breed, age or vaccination s tatus are therefore susceptible to infection.  It i s likely that dogs that 
have recovered from infection retain immunity to re -infection for an undetermined time period, althoug h studies have not 
verified for how long. 
 

Canine influenza is most likely to spread in facili ties where dogs are housed together and where there  is a high turnover 
of dogs in and out of the facility.  Dogs in shelte rs, boarding and training facilities, day care cent ers, veterinary clinics, 
pet stores and grooming parlors are at highest risk  for exposure to the virus, especially if these fac ilities are located in 
communities where the virus is prevalent.  Dogs tha t mostly stay at home and walk around the neighborh ood are at low 
risk. 
 

Canine influenza virus does not infect people, and there is no documentation that cats have become inf ected by 
exposure to dogs with canine influenza.  Nor is the re any evidence that the canine virus can infect bi rds. 
 

Q.  How is canine influenza transmitted? 
A.  As with other respiratory pathogens, the most e fficient transmission occurs by direct contact with  infected dogs and 
by aerosols generated by coughing and sneezing.  Th e virus can also contaminate kennel surfaces, food and water 
bowls, collars and leashes, and the hands and cloth ing of people who handle infected dogs.  Fortunatel y, the virus is 
easily inactivated by washing hands, clothes and ot her items with soap and water. 



 

Q.  How is canine influenza treated? 
A.  Since canine influenza is a viral infection, tr eatment consists mainly of supportive care while th e virus runs its 
course, much like for human influenza.  Dog owners should consult with their veterinarians if they thi nk their dog has 
canine influenza.  The veterinarian can determine w hat type of supportive care is needed. Including wh ether antibiotics 
should be given for secondary bacterial infections.   Dogs with pneumonia most likely require more inte nsive care 
provided in a hospital setting under the supervisio n of a veterinarian. 
 

Q.  Is canine influenza contagious? 
A.  Like influenza infections in other species, can ine influenza is highly contagious.  Infected dogs shed virus in their 
respiratory secretions for 7 to 10 days, during whi ch time the dog is contagious to other dogs.  Infec ted dogs that do not 
show clinical signs are also contagious. 
 

Once the virus has run its course, the dog is no lo nger contagious.  Therefore, we recommend that dogs  with canine 
influenza be isolated from other dogs for two weeks  to err on the conservative side.  The canine influ enza virus does not 
cause a permanent infection. 
 

Q.  How is canine influenza diagnosed? 
A.  Canine influenza cannot be diagnosed by clinica l signs because all of the other respiratory pathog ens cause similar 
signs of coughing, sneezing and nasal discharge.  F or dogs that have been ill for less than four days,  veterinarians can 
collect swabs from the nose or throat and submit th em to a diagnostic laboratory that offers a validat ed PCR test for 
canine influenza virus.  The most accurate test rec ommended for confirmation of infection requires the  collection of a 
small blood sample from the dog during the first we ek of illness, followed by collection of another sa mple 10 to 14 days 
later.  The paired serum samples are submitted to a  diagnostic laboratory for measurement of antibodie s to CIV that 
were formed in response to infection. 
 

Q.  Is there a vaccine for canine influenza? 
A.  In May 2009, the United States Department of Ag riculture approved for licensure the first influenz a vaccine for dogs.  
The vaccine was developed by Intervet/Schering Plou gh Animal Health Corporation. 
 

The canine influenza vaccine contains inactivated w hole virus, so there is no chance that the vaccine itself can cause 
respiratory infections.  During tests to evaluate v accine performance, there were no side effects or s afety issues in a 
field trial that included more than 700 dogs rangin g in age from six weeks to 10 years and representin g 30 breeds. 
 

The vaccine is intended as an aid in the control of  disease associated with C.I.V. infection.  Althoug h the vaccine may 
not prevent infection, efficacy trials have shown t hat vaccination significantly reduces the severity and duration of 
clinical illness, including the incidence and sever ity of damage to the lungs.  In addition, the vacci ne reduces the amount 
of virus shed and shortens the shedding interval.  This means that vaccinated dogs that become infecte d are less likely 
to have severe symptoms and are not as contagious t o other dogs.  These benefits are similar to those provided by 
influenza vaccines used in other species, including  people. 
 

The canine influenza vaccine is a “lifestyle” vacci ne in that it is intended for dogs at risk for expo sure to C.I.V., including 
those that participate in activities with many othe r dogs or those housed in communal facilities, part icularly in 
communities where the virus is prevalent.  Dogs tha t may benefit from canine influenza vaccination inc lude those that 
are already receiving the kennel cough vaccine for Bordatella because the risk groups are the same. 
 

Dog owners should consult with their veterinarian t o determine whether their dog’s lifestyle includes risk for exposure to 
C.I.V., and the protection provided by the canine i nfluenza vaccine.  The vaccine is not yet available  in veterinarians’ 
offices, and the price has not yet been set. 
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If by some chance you haven’t heard the news yet, “ The 101 Dalmatians Musical” is now on the 
road and on the stage.  15 of the show’s stars are spotted actors sharing the spotlight with their 
human counterparts.  This production of 101 Dalmati ans is featuring the best and brightest 
stars of rescues, shelters and breeders.  Yep, that ’s right; some of the dogs that are starring in 
this play have come to stardom via the hard road.  Unfortunately none of our dogs made the 
show but from what we have seen and heard those luc ky enough to get in are living a wonderful 
life on stage.  They are bused from town to town in  a specially outfitted motor home that has 
kennels for when they are on the road, grooming and  bathing stations, and more creature 
comforts than I have in my house!!  After their sho w careers, they will be placed into loving 
homes to live out their ‘retirement’.  This show wi ll not only be entertaining, but also will be an 
educational experience for the patrons.  Each playb ill will feature information about the breed 
and about rescue groups and how to adopt a Dalmatia n.  
 

To help you learn more about this show and the blac k and white stars, we have provided the 
following links: 
 

 

http://www.the101dalmatiansmusical.com/  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032619/vp/33499661#334 99661 
http://apnews.excite.com/article/20091007/D9B6BD5G0 .html  

 
 
 
 

– The Official Web Site of the show 
– The NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams       
– AP News Story on Excite.com 
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I, Beth White, President of Dalmatian Rescue, being  of unsound mind and body, and lately of unsound te mperament, am 
seriously asking for help. As are other overworked and underpaid volunteers in Dalmatian Rescue.  We a re literally drowning in 
new dogs coming in (oh no!), new applications (yaho o!) and also needing help with home visits, transpo rts and reference 
checks, etc. We have many volunteers working hard a lready, but with the growth of our rescue, we serio usly need more help.  
Our volunteers need a huge round of applause for al l they do but we can’t do it alone.  We need help. 
 

I retired nearly 4 years ago but I’ve been operatin g at a pace that I can’t continue. I work harder no w doing rescue full time than 
I did when I was employed.  This just can’t continu e.  
 

SO, I am looking to employ (I use that term loosely , of course!) several people to help our rescue run  more efficiently. If 
interested in one of the positions below, please co ntact me at 970-226-2844 or melodee101@gmail.com  (PLEASE NOTE THE 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!!) .  I can guarantee you the same hourly wage and cos t of living raise that I get currently (zero) but I  can 
also promise you warm feelings (immense) and many H appy Beginnings (hundreds), whether they are publis hed or not!  Sure, 
there will be some annoyances too but that’s life! I’ll even double my salary for any employee willing  to sign on!  And, with the 
invention of telephones and emails, you don’t even have to live in Colorado to help us out! You don’t even have to have a car 
either! 
 

If you have any questions about these positions, pl ease let me know.  I am here as a resource for sure .  I simply can’t keep 
running at the pace I am. Twenty years is a long ti me to do rescue, and our rescue has grown to be one  of the most successful 
Dalmatian rescues in the country and one of the mos t prolific rescues in Colorado as well.  We save fa r more than just 
Dalmatians too.  We are fortunate enough to help pe ople and dogs of all kinds.  We need help to contin ue, however.  I’m getting 
close to burnout stage, which I hate because saving  lives is my most cherished calling.  I know no one  wants to take my job of 
president. Believe me, I’ve been asking and begging , but can’t seem to find that sucker! I can’t ask o ur overburdened 
volunteers to do any more than they are, so hopeful ly we can see some new people joining us!  It’s a j ob with great rewards! 
 

Intake Coordinator : Talks with shelters wanting to send us dogs, gett ing pictures sent and/or taken in new foster homes,  
and as much information about the dog as possible. Talks with private adopters as well because sometim es, depending 
on the nature of the dog’s family and situation, we  do take them.  Makes sure that all paperwork on do gs being received 
is complete.  If a dog needs to be vaccinated, spay ed/neutered or treated, makes sure this is done in a timely manner.  
 

Reference Check Coordinator :  Calls the veterinarians and the personal referen ces given on applications. This should be 
done within 3 days of receipt because we find that when people are ready to adopt they are ready now! Unreasonable 
delays can mean loss of adopters.  Often the refere nces called don’t return calls promptly so there is  necessary follow 
up. One reason we are so successful is that we do p rocess our applications quickly. This can be 1-3 a week or many 
more. It just depends. 
 

Home Visit Coordinator :  This person doesn’t do all the Home Visits (HV) but will make arrangements for someone to do 
them. HV’s are one of the most valuable tool we hav e because we can see potential problems sometimes, make valuable 
suggestions, discuss proper feeding of Dalmatians f or urinary health or training, or even learn that a  home is not one we 
would like to put a pet in.   ***More people willin g to do HV’s are also needed***  
 

Follow-up Coordinator :  Will check back with adopters to find out how th e adoption is going and to determine if there is a 
need for help should any problems arise.  This is a  very important function that has long been lacking  and it is most 
important to head off problems that could lead to t he dog losing its home. 
 

Party Planner : (Now don’t all of you jump at this one!).  Someon e to organize the summer picnic and the Christmas p arty.  
This means finding volunteers or locations to hold the parties and also coordinate with people what to  bring.   
 

Christmas Newsletter Editor :  This is a once-a-year position that means a grea t deal to our future. We do a mailed 
newsletter in color right after Thanksgiving so tha t people hopefully remember us BEFORE they buy all their presents!  
This is quite an important function because the new sletter does help us raise funds to keep us going.  Mark and Debbie 
Purfurst are most generous each year to finance the  printing and mailing for us and they even lick and  stick too!  We 
need an Editor to produce what they mail out and th is needs to be done before Thanksgiving each year.  Karl Schill will 
take care of it this year, but he needs to be able to take a break at least once a year.  He is availa ble to assist if needed. 
 

So what will I be doing with all my new spare time,  you ask?  Well, I will continue to screen adopters , provide counseling 
for owners, communicate with and keep sane our fost er parents, keep in contact with veterinarians serv ing our dogs, 
help people find the right dog, handle the paperwor k and recordkeeping, and updating the website. Oh, yes, tracking lost 
dogs via microchips and mailing receipts and medica l records. And answering questions about the breed and training 
tips. Also ordering supplies, mailing supplies, and  doing transports and home visits.  I will monitor the emails and send 
information to appropriate people as well.  I will continue to be quite busy I know, but will be more productive if I can just 
lighten my load.   
 

We welcome anyone’s offers to help and we thank you  in advance… If you know someone sitting at home wi th a computer and 
a phone and some time on their hands, suggest they join up!  Many people would help if they had specif ic jobs to do and they 
don’t need to be Dalmatian owners.  Just people wan ting to make a difference!!   THANKS! 
 

�����������  
President,  Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. 
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It was a welcomed relief on October 17, 2009 when t he weather in 
Wellington, Colorado turned out so beautifully.  Th e two most thankful 
people were Sue and Chuck.  It was their wedding da y! 
 

Sue had adopted several Dalmatians from Dalmatian R escue of CO over 
the years and is a great supporter.  Chuck is no st ranger to dogs either 
having always had Labradors.  So they did what any dog loving couple 
who already had everything they needed.  Instead of  wedding gifts, they 
asked rather that their guests make donations to Da lmatian or Labrador 
rescue groups.  What a bighearted idea and an absol utely wonderful way 
to share their good fortunes with us! 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Sue, Chuck and their gu ests we received 
several substantial donations.  Congratulations to Sue and Check and we 
wish you many, many happy anniversaries to come!!  
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Submitted by Nadine Morgan, Seaspecs Dalmatians, http://www.seaspecsdals.com  

 

I recommend Boric Acid Powder. 
 

I think outfits like FleaBusters used it in the pas t before people started using topical treatments.  All you do it sprinkle it 
on your carpets, dog bedding, under couch cushions.   If you have hard floors, get a carpet scrap and p ut it under your 
couch and put the powder on that.  It does not kill  fleas.  Rather, it prevents flea eggs from hatchin g because it shrivels 
them up, so you never have an infestation.  Subsequ ent vacuuming and sweeping don’t seem to be a probl em.  I’d say it 
lasts one to three years.  The fleas should be gone  in two to three weeks when the cycle is broken.  O ne five dollar 
container has lasted me for several years and I lik e it because I don’t have to put poisons on my dogs  or cat, but then I 
also prefer organic gardening to using pesticides.  It used to be available in pet stores, but if you can’t find it there, look 
in your local hardware store.  It is used to treat roaches, as well.  
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Question:  We recently adopted a new dog.  We were told he tested cat safe, but he has been chasing ou t cat.  Is it possible to get him 
to stop chasing the car?  Can they learn to get alo ng? 
 

The Trainer Answers:  Most dogs can learn to live w ith cats peacefully, but some dogs will never be sa fely left alone with cats.  Look 
at the intensity of the dog’s interest in the cat.  Once the cat is safely away, does the dog obsessiv ely continue to search for the cat?  
Has the dog tried to injure or kill the cat?  Or is  the dog being playful and only wanting to chase th e cat?  Can you easily distract him 
and redirect his attention to something else? 
 
If the intensity level is high, the dog seems obses sed with the cat and/or has injured the cat, you mu st consider the safety of your cat 
first. While it may be possible to train the dog to  leave your cat alone, it is often best if a dog li ke this does not live with cats. 
 
If the dog is playful and simply wants to chase the  cat, we can teach the dog to stop chasing the cat and help the two to live peacefully 
together.  Some dogs even learn to play appropriate ly with cats who also enjoy the game. 
 
Ideally, dogs and cats will be introduced slowly.  While your dog and car have already been introduced , I recommend starting over so 
they can learn to interact appropriately. 
 
First, set up a secure separate living area in one part of the house for your cat.  Under supervision,  periodically allow them to smell 
each other briefly through the door that separates the two areas.  At various times, safely move your cat to a different area and allow 
you dog in the cat’s space to check things out and vice versa. 
 
Next, use a baby gate or other barrier that allows the dog and cat to see each other.  Keep sessions v ery brief and don’t force anyone 
to stay.  Reward BOTH animals with tasty treats for  remaining calm.  Ask your dog to do other things, such as make eye contact with 
you after a quick sniff of the cat.  Practice this until you can easily redirect your dog away from th e cat. 
 
Next, have your dog on leash.  Allow the cat to go where he wants.  As soon as your dog spots the cat,  redirect his attention and ask 
him to focus on you.  With enough practice, the sig ht of the cat himself becomes the cue for your dog to turn his attention toward you. 
 
The key is to redirect his focus immediately when h e spots the cat and reinforce calm behaviors.  The longer he is allowed to focus, 
the more difficult it will be to redirect him. 
 

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified 
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is lo cated in and services the Denver Metro Area.   http://www.lovemydogtraining.com ).  
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How To Switch Your Dog’s Food to Avoid Diarrhea  
 

When switching a dog’s kibble from one brand to ano ther, or from one meat source to another, always do  it slowly over 
the course of a week or more.  Start by giving the dog 75 percent or more of his old food, and 25 perc ent or less of his 
new food.  Then work up to 50/50, then 25/75.  Chan ging your dog’s kibble too quickly can cause diarrh ea.  It’s 
impossible to do it too slowly, so plan ahead and t ake your time. 
 

Natural Way To Treat Diarrhea  
 

Canned pumpkin!  Not the pumpkin pie filling with a ll the spices, but 100 percent canned pumpkin.  The  amount you give 
depends on the size of the dog.  Jetta is 70 pounds .  If she has diarrhea, I give her about half a cup .  Then a couple hours 
later I might give her some more.  I use my intuiti on and see how it’s going.  Canned pumpkin can firm  up diarrhea.  
NOW… this is not to say that if your dog is ill, yo u don’t need a vet.  You just need to rush to the g rocery store for some 
pumpkin.  If the dog has more than two “episodes”, or it lasts more than one day, or if it’s bloody, o r if it’s accompanied 
by other symptoms call your veterinarian and ask hi s or her opinion on its seriousness.  Constant diar rhea can cause 
dehydration.  All dogs have minor bouts of occasion al diarrhea at some point and it’s usually due to s omething they ate 
that didn’t agree with them and it’s no big deal an d pumpkin can help get them regular more quickly.  Keep it in the 
cupboard.  Unused portions freeze well too. 
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Does your dog:  Get on the furniture and refuse to get off?  Nudge your hand, insisting on being pette d or played with?  
Refuse to come when called?  Defend its food bowl o r toys from you?  “Nothing in life is free” can hel p.  “Nothing in life 
is free” is not a magic pill that will solve a spec ific behavior problem; rather it’s a way of living with your dog that will 
help it behave better because it trusts and accepts  you as its leader and is confident knowing its pla ce in your family. 
 

How To Practice “Nothing In Life Is Free”:  
 

�  Using positive reinforcement methods, teach your do g a few commands and/or tricks.  “Sit”, “Down” and “Stay” 
are useful commands and “Shake”, “Speak” and “Rollo ver” are fun tricks to teach your dog. 

�  Once your dog knows a few commands, you can begin t o practice “nothing in life is free”.  Before you g ive your 
dog anything (food, a treat, a walk, a pat on the h ead) it must first perform one of the commands it h as learned.  
For example: 

 
 

 YOU: 
Put your dog’s leash on to go for a walk 
Feed your dog 
Play a game of fetch after work 
Rub your dog’s belly while watching TV 

YOUR DOG: 
Must sit until you’ve put the leash on 
Must lie down and stay until you’ve put the bowl do wn 
Must sit and shake hands each time you throw the to y 
Must lie down and rollover before being petted 

 

 
�  Once you’ve gotten the command, don’t give your dog  what it wants until it does what you want.  If it refuses to 

perform the command, walk away and come back a few minutes later and start again.  If you dog refuses to obey 
the command, be patient and remember that eventuall y it will have to obey your command in order to get  what it 
wants. 

�  Make sure your dog knows the command well and under stands what you want before you begin practicing 
“nothing in life is free”. 

 

The Benefits of This Technique:  
 

�  Most dogs assume a neutral or submissive role towar d people, but some dogs will challenge their owners  for 
dominance.  Requiring a dominant dog to work for ev erything it wants is a safe and non-confrontational  way to 
establish control. 

�  Dogs who may never display aggressive behavior such  as growling, snarling, or snapping, may still mana ge to 
manipulate you.  These dogs may display affectionat e, though ‘pushy’ behavior, such as nudging your ha nd to 
be petted or ‘worming’ its way on to the furniture in order to be close to you.  This technique gently  reminds the 
‘pushy’ dog that it must abide by your rules. 

�  Obeying commands helps build a fearful dog’s confid ence; having a strong leader and knowing its place in the 
hierarchy helps to make the submissive dog feel mor e secure. 

 

Why This Technique Works:  
 
Animals that live in groups, like dogs, establish a  social structure within the group called a dominan ce hierarchy.  This 
dominance hierarchy serves to maintain order, reduc e conflict and promote cooperation among pack membe rs.  In order 
for your home to be a safe and happy place for pets  and people, it’s best that the humans in the house hold assume the 
highest positions in the dominance hierarchy.  Prac ticing “nothing in life is free” effectively and ge ntly communicates to 
your dog that its position in the hierarchy is subo rdinate to yours.  From your dog’s point of view, c hildren also have a 
place in this hierarchy.  Because children are smal l and can get down on the dog’s level to play, dogs  often consider 
them to be playmates, rather than superiors.  With the supervision of an adult, it’s a good idea to en courage children in 
the household (aged eight and over) to also practic e “nothing in life is free” with your dog. 
 

© 1999 Dumb Friends League.  All Rights Reserved.  NILI_R99 
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Need to find a great gift for your book reading fam ily members and friends?  We have the answer for yo u!! 
 
During the entire month of November Happy Tails Boo ks is holding a special sale to benefit Dalmatian R escue of 
Colorado where they will donate $5.00 to us from EA CH book purchased.  I know what you are thinking, “ What’s the 
catch?”  Well, as with every great offer, there is usually a catch, but have no fears, it is really si mple and easy.  The catch 
is that you MUST order from a special web page that  has been set up to track purchases from people tha t we have sent 
to them.  To order your books, please use this web page:  http://happytailsbooks.com/rescue/dalmatianrescue.h tm 
 
Currently they have available the following five br eed specific books:  Pit Bull, Labrador Retriever, Dachshund, Golden 
Retriever, and Boston Terrier.  They also have a sp ecial book, “Hollywood Barks! The Tails Behind Famo us Dogs, Their 
Co-Stars, and Their Companions”.  If you can’t deci de which book to buy, or would like to buy one of e ach, they have a 
special package deal for all six books which will s ave you money and still send us a donation. 
 
Here’s a review from the book for Golden Retrievers :  I THOROUGHLY enjoyed this book.  I have been in res cue for over 10 
years the last 3 with Love a Golden Rescue in St. L ouis.  Each story was so touching, some with sad en dings but many with happy 
endings.  We have adopted four goldens over the yea rs, each one just wonderful.  Thank you for your su pport of rescue! -Michele 
Swanson, St. Charles, MO  
 
Happy Tails Books has been working diligently to ge t out breed specific books that relate the Happy Be ginnings-type of 
stories of animals adopted from rescues all over th e country.  You might remember that in a previous i ssue we asked 
you to consider writing and submitting your Dalmati an’s story for possible inclusion into their “Lost Souls Found! 
Inspiring Stories About Dalmatians” edition.  Well,  I am going to renew that request here as well.  Th e publisher is still 
collecting stories for that book, so it’s not too l ate to get yours in.  You can submit your story fro m our special page 
simply by clicking on the ‘ Share a “Tail” ‘ link o n the menu just below the photo at the top of the p age. 
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Is your “hound” a heat lover?  Well, check out this  site. We’ve found a great product from Akoma Dog P roducts, LLC. 
that has great testimonials, is affordable, effecti ve and safe too.  Maybe you want to be able to leav e your dog outside 
during the day but it is too cold where you live?  This might be your answer!  Wouldn’t your puppy wan t one of these for 
Xmas!  Small enough for Santa to deliver too!     http://www.houndheater.com/index_hound_heater.php  
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Dogs Deserve Better does!!  And they are willing to  share it with 
you… for a nominal cost, of course.  �   They are now selling their 
2010 14 month calendar for 10.97 (plus $3.00 S&H=$1 3.97) and have 
discounts for orders of 5, 10 and 20 calendars boug ht in one order.  
They ran a contest to choose the ‘cover model’ for this calendar and 
a Dalmatian from Dalmatian Rescue of Illinois, name d Remo, won 
the contest and is the cover model so we thought it  might be of 
interest to all of our Dalmatian friends.  Thanks t o the concerted 
efforts of Dawn Ashby, who campaigned extensively f or her boy, 
Remo, his winning tally was almost 700 votes, and r eportedly with 
the help of the Dalmatian community at large his vo te total near the 
end of voting was almost doubled in less than 24 ho urs!! 
 

Remo is a Dalmatian who had been through it all—abu sed, 
abandoned, attacked by other dogs (apparent from th e scars on his 
face). He was then found by a person who thought he  was ‘saving 
him,’ tethered and starving for food, health care a nd attention. That’s  

 

when Dawn Ashby of Dogs Deserve Better found him. H e was surrendered to her and transported to Dalmati an Rescue 
of Illinois.  Remo was an angel of a dog with so mu ch love to give but no one to appreciate or recipro cate his love. Deb 
Trainor of Dalmatian Rescue of Illinois took Remo i n as a foster, teaching him everything he would nee d to know about 
living inside as part of a family. Jill Brooks was looking for a younger Dalmatian when she met Remo a nd fell in love with 
him. Today Remo lives with a younger Dalmatian sibl ing and is finally adored, as he should have been a ll along. Dogs 
Deserve Better and Dawn Ashby thank Dalmatian Rescu e of Illinois and Jill Brooks for helping to save R emo. 
 

Purchase your calendars from:  http://www.dogsdeservebetter.org/2010calendar.html  
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PLEASE – They need YOUR help!! Remember when your r escue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth  of a loving foster 
family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably  would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about  fostering a dog for the 
Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or th e one closet to where you now live, so they can sav e lives like they saved your 
dog’s life!! PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who c an relax, show his true personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concrete floor 
in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE h elp rescues and the dogs so that others might have a dog that is well socialized, 
trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this…  Dalmatians are everywhere and are literally dying to meet you or someone 
willing to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their f orever home comes along. PLEASE be a spot for rescu e and for them? 
 

We thank you and you know any dog you help your loc al rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE s ubmit a foster application if 
you can possibly help your local rescue and them! P LEASE take your cookie… good boy/girl! 
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My husband and I adopted "Waldo" two weeks ago. He is one of the 
sweetest dogs ever. The very first day I brought hi m home he picked up 
a toy and walked over to my husband and laid the to y in his lap and 
looked up at him with the cutest look, as if to say  "please play with me". 
As you can imagine. I watched as "Waldo" melted my husband’s heart. 
His Foster parent, "Ross", taught him how to sit fo r a treat before 
coming to us, but Waldo is very intelligent, as mos t Dals are. Within the 
first week he picked up lying down also. We are sti ll working on the roll 
over, but he is coming along great. The reason that  we were looking for 
a Dal is that we already have a 4 year old named Ge orge. George was 
needing a playmate. Waldo fits the bill perfectly. They run around and 
play tug of war with their toys inside and out. The y really took to each 
other right away. They will even eat and drink out of the same bowls at 
the same time without any problems. I try to move t hem to their own 
bowls and they seem to prefer to share. They even s witch beds with 
each other. I really never expected things to go so  smoothly. I want to  �
say "Thank You" to everyone involved with Dalmatian  Rescue, Especially Ross, Beth, and Patsy. Both my husband and I are 
very happy with Waldo. He will always have a home w ith us. He is part of our family now.  
 

Tabitha M. 

�%%
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We adopted Abbie, a heeler mix, from the Dalmatian Rescue on April 29, 
2009. She was found on a dirt road in Missouri when  she was about 4 
months old. The people who picked her up thought sh e was a Dal, but it is 
pretty clear she has more Heeler than anything in h er fantastic little body. 
Beth White provided her with a wonderful home for 4  months until we found 
her on the web site. The first day we met her we fe ll in love and knew we had 
to bring her home. She is an incredibly smart dog w ho wants nothing more 
than what we ask of her... well that... and to RUN.  We have 10 acres of 
property where she sprints, chases rabbits, and fli es through the air with an 
agility and athleticism we've never experienced bef ore. When working on the 
property, she is right there helping. When riding t he horses, she is right 
there enjoying the trip. Relaxing, she is right the re snuggled up next to us. 
Hiking, she is helping us get up the trail faster. She goes jogging and for 
rides in the truck. She is a perfect companion and we are incredibly smitten 
with her. We adopted Elvis, a Boxer/Shepherd mix, f rom the Animal House  

on April 30, 2009. His mother was picked up on a di rt road in Kansas and gave birth to seven adorable puppies in the animal 
shelter on January 13, 2009. Mom and all pups were adopted through the Animal House. Elvis is a great puppy, he loves to 
wiggle, run after Abbie, watch TV, and chew on ever ything. He's decided to remodel our back yard, pull ing up weed barrier, 
trimming bushes and trees, adding some much-needed holes, and digging up all the toys our previous dog s had left for him to 
find. When he's not landscaping, he's snuggling up with us or his most favorite 'person', Abbie. He ab solutely adores her. He is 
the sweetest dog, easy going, and funny... he can't  help but make you laugh. Abbie and Elvis are the p erfect 'odd couple' who 
have made our house a home again. Thanks to you and  all animal rescues for providing homeless pets a p lace to live until their 
forever homes are lucky enough to find them. 
 

Erin N.  
Fort Collins, CO 



&��������������'�(�����	�������	"�	�
	�� �
�������

�
�

10 Years Old, Black Neutered Male 
Reason Available:  Owner Surrender 
Foster Home, Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dougal is a very nice boy, saved from a Washington 
shelter where his owners left him and his sister 
behind. Now, Dougal may not have many spots but 
whose counting? Dougal is cuddly, uses a dog door 
and is not destructive. He is fairly mellow, yet st ill has 
energy for his several walks a day. He does want to  
be top dog to the other dogs when on leash but he i s 
in training to help realign his thinking! Dougal ca me 
in extremely thin and he is still fairly thin, but starting 
to gain. You'd not think he was 10 years if you did n't 
know it. We don't know how Dougal is with cats but 
he sure likes people! He would prefer to be the onl y 
dog because he is an attention hound, but he is eas ily 
managed. Dougal is currently in Ft. Collins.  
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10 Years Old, Black Spayed Female 
Reason Available:  Owner Surrender 
Foster Home, Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber was left at the shelter because the 
family was going on vacation. She was going 
to be put to sleep but a good family stepped 
forward to help Amber. She is safe. She is 
also a gorgeous girl who is active, healthy 
and great with people, and good in the 
house. Amber did not go on walks in her 
previous home, but we will change that. She 
needs dome fun in her life. More information 
coming when we get her moved and settled. 
Updated notes: Amber is enjoying her life out 
of the shelter, emotionally recovering. She �

came home frightened, her tail between her legs. Sh e had a warm bath and is prettier than ever! Amber has been 
taking two walks a day and is easy to walk with. Sh e is starting to move her tail to a happy upward C.  Amber is very 
kind and gentle around people but is not comfortabl e with other animals in the home...yet. Amber is qu iet in the house 
and full of curiosity. She needs a family that can give her the love and affection she gives. She is l earning to accept 
other dogs, though it’s slow going since she never lived with other dogs in the past. She'll get used to sharing though! 
��
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Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductib le!! 

6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline:  303-281-8963   Fax:  970-377-9509 
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