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In an email, Judy wrote: “I just rescued a male Da | from one of our local shelters. His story is tra gic. Jake, the name | gave
him, was found inside his house with another dog an d his deceased owner. The family didn't want to de  al with the dogs so
they went to the local pound. Jake’'s buddy went to a rescue and luckily, a worker at the shelter noti  fied Dal Rescue about
Jake. Jake was friendly but very unsure and confus  ed. His life changed in one instant, his friend an  d his dad were both gone
and now he was with a stranger and 5 strange Dalmat ians. He stayed here for a few days and made a lot  of progress. He is
now with Debi Smith of Dal Rescue of Southwest Virg  inia (DRSWV) and is making a lot of progress.

This experience made me write this email to remind everyone to make plans for your dogs in the event t hat something happens
to you. Nobody ever expects something to happen to them. I'm sure Jake’s dad didn't, but it does hap  pen. | have my dogs in
my will and | have made arrangements with friends f  or immediate care. If you haven't done this, take a few minutes to make
arrangements for your fur kids.”

Beth responds: “Thanks Judy. You are so right to remind us about being prepared for our pet’'s safety

I've rescued many dogs from situations just like Ja ke's, where the owner died and there were no plans in place. Several years
ago, a deceased owner had three Dals and they weren 't discovered in the home for three days after the owner died. There was
no one but us to help the dogs. The dogs were foun  d lying on the bed beside their dead owner, ever vi  gil. Our rescue has
probably helped dogs of 5 — 6 deceased owners this year alone.

You should have your contact numbers very handy (sa y on refrigerator, or a message board, or by the ba  ck door like you do
for fire personnel) for people to contact to take y our dogs if you are incapacitated or have died. Or names of neighbors or
close friends who would come in and care for the do gs until something more permanent could be arranged . Or speak to your
vet about taking them in case of emergency, but mak e sure your vet's name and numbers are available. Also, make sure they
remember that Dalmatian’s needs to urinate. One fr  iend lost her Dalmatian due to a ruptured bladder a  t the boarding kennel
when no one noticed he wasn't peeing.

Too often your plans for your pets are buried in a file, in the will at the lawyer’s, or at the vet, b ut emergency personnel usually
won't know who your vet or lawyer are or where the file is. When something must be done with the dogs ASAP, you want your
information readily available. Everyone is excited about the deceased person and the poor dogs are us  ually shuffled away.
Maybe a neighbor will come in but maybe not. And, as we see all too often, your family may not respec  t your wishes on what
to do with the dog. Many, many dogs are taken by t  he family members right to the shelter because they don’t want one more
stress when they’ve lost someone. One person | kne  w of was even left the entire estate in the will of the other (they were
partners) so that the two senior Dals would be care  d for. Soon as the estate was settled the survivin g partner took said dogs to
the pound. Thank goodness, they were saved, but on |y due to wonderful rescue people willing to step u p and not let them die
in the shelter. Those two dogs were 12 and 13 year s old. They wouldn’'t have lasted too many more yea  rs but the person in
control did away with them.

Anything can happen, so best be prepared for the ab  solute worst. What if you and your spouse or signi ficant other are both
killed at the same time. Usually we think our “oth er” would take care of the family dogs in the event of our death. Not if you're
both killed! And, make sure your spouse or childre n know your desires as well. If you have a family that isn't “doggie”, at
least have a plan to possibly contact other breeder s you're friends with who might help. Maybe you co uld be available for them
and their dogs too? It's bad enough that our dogs lose us suddenly, but to lose everything else is te rrible for them, and can be
dangerous.

As my mom said, if you're prepared you won't need t o be! I know she is right!




RE— _While making your plans, please don't forget to obt  ain
¥ || signage for your windows/doors to alert fire depart ment

z . personnel to try to save your pets. There are many PRy —
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Fale 2 s | /| paying a littte more, the one pictured at right is available
— — for $1.09 plus shipping and handling here:
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Decal/dp/BO0079YTTC/ref=sr 1 1?ie=UTE8&s=home-
| garden&qid=1260286524&sr=8-1 .

Alternatively, you can download this

- m FIREMAN type in either jpg or PDF files with one

or two of the images (near left) that PLEASE SAVE OUR PE!(S)

you can print out and post yourself. ooy Mo laos

D #Dogs There are several types that you can P ]

download. Please visit the Dalmatian .

Rescue of Colorado website at
http://www.dalmatianrescue.org/emergencyplacard.htm

What ever way you decide to go, we do recommend tha t you put a recent date on each decal/sticker and u  pdate them
periodically so that the emergency responders will know that they are up to date.
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If Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, MI, gets his way, you wi Il soon be able to deduct certain qualified pet car e expenses up to
$3,500 a year. Rep. McCotter introduced H. R. 3501 in July 2009. His bill, the Humanity and Pets Par  tnered Through the
Years Act (HAPPY ACT) has been co-sponsored by Rep.  Jared Pollis, CO and Rep. Steve Cohen, TN. The bi Il was
introduced to the House Committee on Ways and Means . According to the findings in the bill, 63 percen t of American
households have at least one pet and the human-anim  al bond has been shown to have positive effects on people’s
physical and mental health (not a ground-breaking r evelation to those of us who have pets!).

Under the terms of this bill, a qualified petisde  fined as “a legally owned, domesticated, live anima  |” and specifically
excludes animals used for research or owned or util ized in conjunction with a trade or business. Qual ified deductions
for pet care expenses are listed as “amounts paid i n conjunction with providing care (including veteri nary care) for a

gualified pet other than any expense in connection with the acquisition of the qualified pet.” This m eans you would not
be able to claim the cost of buying your pet.

This could be a great thing, but it also raises som e interesting questions. What is to stop people fr ~ om getting pets, just
to claim the deductions while not providing adequat e care for the animals? We would also like to see this bill require
specific documentation and have requirements on the pet care to help further identify who would be or wouldn’t be able
to claim the deduction and better define ‘qualifyin g expenses’. Also, it would be good if it could be amended to include
persons who are registered as an approved foster ho me for a non-profit rescue organization as well as legal owners of
animals.

Here is a link to the text of the bill: http://thomas.loc.qov/cqgi-bin/query/z?¢111:H.R.3501 ‘Rep

If you support this legislation, or have comments o n what you would like to see added to it, please co  ntact your
Representatives and let them know!

Winter Coats and a Quick Safety Tip

With the impending arrival of cold and even colder weather and snow, we would like to take this opport unity to remind
you once again about www.dogcoats.com. Their coats are a great quality and great fit becau  se they are custom made to
your measurements especially for your dog. Just mak e sure to follow the measuring guidelines closely s o that the coat
will fit properly. Measure your dog so the coat dro ps over the side far enough so that it can wrap und erneath and also so
that it drops down over the rear legs. The coats ar e worn like a horse blanket with a Velcro front for easy opening, and
Velcro straps under the belly.

The snow is coming!! And, so too, will come the sal t and various chemical ice melt products. It is alw ays a good idea,
after a walk on city streets, to clean your dog’sf  eet off before entering the house, to prevent messy or damaged floors,
but more importantly, to prevent ingestion of harmf ul chemicals. If you don’t clean their feet they li kely will. Doing this,
they will lick off those salts and chemical ice mel ts. Even if your dog isn’t particularly finicky abo ut his grooming,
remember, your dog's pads are very absorbent and th ey can get the chemicals in their systems from simp le absorption!




Ask The Trainer
“Dog Aggression While On Leash”

Question: Our dog sometimes barks, lunges, and sna ps at other dogs while on our walks. It's embarras  sing and | am afraid he
will bite someone. What can | do?

The Trainer Answers: It can be embarrassing when o ur dogs misbehave in public! Barking, lunging and snapping while on
leash (or behind a fence) is often referred to as B arrier Aggression or Barrier Frustration because th e leash or fence is acting
as a barrier to what the dog seems to be trying to reach.

Our first response is often to scold or punish our dogs for being ‘aggressive’ in an attempt to stop t he behavior. The problem
is that it reinforces US by temporarily suppressing the dog’s behavior, but it rarely does anything to address the DOG’S
behavior long term. Imagine how your dog would fee | if you jerked his leash and yelled at him everyt  ime a dog walked by. Not

only is a scary dog approaching, but his human is n ow freaking out every time another dog appears. Hi s behavior might get
worse. Or, although he might stop lunging and snap ping, he most likely will be feeling worse about th e situation, but now he's
keeping it bottled up to prevent you from reacting poorly. This can be a recipe for disaster: the do g is not feeling any better
but is now suppressing any warning signals.

Shouldn’t we correct the dog for being inappropriat e? No! | don't know why the dog is behaving in th is way. Perhaps he is
feeling a bit insecure and trying to avoid a confro ntation. Ever heard the saying “the best defensei s a good offense”? In many
cases, the dog is insecure and trying to scare off the other dog to avoid an encounter. When the dog passes by (because the

other owner controls the dog and continues on) your dog thinks he has been successful in warding off a dangerous encounter.
His barking, lunging and snapping were successful!! If we think something works, we’ll keep doing it. So will our dogs.

Why punish a dog for doing the only thing he can th ink to do? For your dog, there is no such thing as “right” or “wrong”. It's
“what works” and “what does not work” to get what h e wants or avoid what he doesn't want. If he is fe  eling insecure, scolding
him will only make things worse over the long term. What would you like him to do? Perhaps sitting g uietly by your side,
focused on you and allowing you to handle the situa tion if needed would be better. Teach him that by doing what you want,
you will make sure he is safe and doesn't need to w  orry about the other dogs. He will start to relax, trust you, and gain

confidence in himself.

In some cases, what looks like “aggressive” behavio ris really a dog that is so excited about seeing o ther dogs, his frustration
and excitement get the better of him, and he looks ferocious. These dogs are often fine off leash wit  h other dogs, but have
trouble when they are restrained from doing what th ey want. In this case, what they want is to meet o r play with the other dog.

In these cases, we need to teach our dogs to be mor e polite. Again, sitting beside you and focusing o n your (and NOT the
other dog) for permission to go say hello would be a better choice. Lunging at other dogs should NOT be the way to earn the
privilege to go play.

When teaching our dogs to behave differently in hig h arousal situations, it is best to work on these b ehaviors with no other
dogs around first. Then work on it with dogs from a greater distance before trying it from close prox imity. In many cases,
efforts are unsuccessful because we are trying to g et a new behavior in a high arousal situation when we have not perfected it
in low arousal situations first. Practice it when you don’t need it first so it becomes habit for bot h of you before trying to get
the behavior you want when both of you are stressed !

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Trainingislo  cated in and services the Denver Metro Area.
http://www.lovemydogtraining.com ).

By Kim Transier (Dog Nose News Featured Article - M ay 2005)
Q: We're choosing a breed. What kind of puppy will be calm, clean, and quiet?
A: Ceramic. Puppies are awful. Their teeth, when no  t embedded in your person, are dismantling your pro perty.

Meanwhile, the other end dribbles unspeakable fluid s in unforgivable locations. Nature equips puppies with
overwhelming cuteness to keep us from killing them.

The best way to get a puppy is to ask for a baby br  other — and they’ll settle for a puppy every time. — Winston
Pendelton

A dog may be man’s best friend, but a child’s best friend is a puppy. — Unknown

A dog has the soul of a philosopher. — Plato

Every boy should have two things: a dog, and a moth er willing to let him have one. — Anonymous

If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when | die lw  ant to go where they went. — Will Rogers

Heaven goes by favor, if it went by merit, you woul  d stay out and your dog would go in. —Mark Twain

| like pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats lookdown o  nus. Pigs treat us as equals. — Winston Churchil |

Properly trained, a man can be dog’s best friend. — Corey Ford




by Victoria
Waaaay Better Than Clipping

Clipping dogs’ nails can be a bloody disaster. No m atter how careful you are, you WILL clip too short at times, hurting
your dog, making him bleed and causing him to revil e nail trimming.

| have always CLIPPED my dogs' nails, and they all  have hated it because from time to time I'd acciden  tally hurt them in
the process. But when | got my Doberman, Jetta, | d iscovered the art of using a rotary tool (I use a D  remel) for nalil
grooming. Itis SO MUCH BETTER!

This is a power tool; it's a handheld grinder/sande r. It is superior to clippers because it's similar to filing our nails, in that

you can sand a little at a time, inspect your progr  ess, and easily stop before going too far. With cli pping, you can try to
remove a little at a time, but that's easier said t han done. Once you cut the quick, the pain and bloo  d - and the dog's
refusals to voluntarily cooperate - are inevitable.

Jetta LOVES nail time. | get the Dremel - and the e ver-important TREATS - and she throws herself onto the floor, on her
back, with her feet in the air, before | can even s it down! When | am done, | can hardly get her to mo  ve. She'll get up, then
throw herself back onto the floor, nails in the air . | swear it's true!

The single most important step is the introduction to, and desensitization
of, the Dremel's noise and action. There is a proce  ss to it. GO SLOWLY.
Never go faster than that with which the dog is com fortable. (You can
hurt your training by going too fast. You can NEVER hurt it by going too
slowly.) If he is uncomfortable with any part of th e process, go back to
where he was comfortable and build back up. Don't p roceed until he is
ready to move on with confidence.

Some dogs proceed quicker than others. DO NOT FORCE A FEARFUL
DOG. (Never force ANY dog actually.) And do not ass ume that because
he is fearful, he can NEVER accept it. He may or ma y not be able. It
depends on his temperament and other factors.

At the end is a web site address with detailed inst  ructions and photos of
the desensitization and grinding process. (On the | eft side, at the bottom,
click where it says "How To Dremel Dog Nails.") It also has lots of
pictures. READ THIS BEFORE STARTING SO YOU DONT TA KE A
CHANCE ON DOING IT WRONG AND HAVING YOUR KID NOT LI KE IT.

If you have trouble downloading it, email me as I h  ave the whole thing in
a handout | can email to you.

Caution: Suggestion: Go even slower in the beginnin g desensitization
and association phase than the author, Dawn, descri  bes. In my opinion,
you should not even touch the Dremel to your dog's nails until he loves

the Dremel so much he wants to marry it. That takes several days at least, and maybe a week or more de  pending on your
dog's temperament and past experiences.

You have nothing to lose going slower. (You can go too fast and totally mess it up.) Some dogs will ne  ed to go even

slower yet. Especially if you have a fearful dog, g 0 extra slow desensitizing your dog to the Dremel. If you need help
figuring out how to do that - unfortunately, most p eople who are not knowledgeable about dog training do not
understand what "SLOW" really means (they think the y are going slowly but they are really going way to o fast) - please
think of having a short phone consultation with me. | can explain it to you in a short amount of time, costing $15-$20.

See the picture of me trimming my Jetta's nails wit h a Dremel? Whenever | am done, | have to push her  out of my lap
because she wants more. Do it right - SLOWLY - AND  WITH LOTS OF TREATS - and you may easily find your own dog
throwing himself onto the floor begging for nail ti me.

See Dremel Instructions at:  www.DoberDawn.com

‘Til next time... kiss the kids!
Tori (Mom of Jetta, WAC, CGC)

In-Home Training//Behavior Modification//Dog Writer
Free Doggie Tips e-Newsletter
www.Better BestFriends.net

(Formerly Nanny 911 For Dogs)




PLEASE — They need YOUR help!! Remember when your r  escue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth of a loving foster
family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about fostering a dog for the
Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or th e one closet to where you now live, so they can sav e lives like they saved your
dog's life!! PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who ¢ an relax, show his true personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concrete floor
in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE h  elp rescues and the dogs so that others might have a dog that is well socialized,
trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this... Dalmatians are everywhere and are literally dying to meet you or someone
willing to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their f orever home comes along. PLEASE be a spot for rescu e and for them?

We thank you and you know any dog you help your loc al rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE s  ubmit a foster application if
you can possibly help your local rescue and them! P LEASE take your cookie... good boy/girl!

Happy Beginning Stories
Angel (aka Randl)

Dean and | were heartbroken last summer when Abigay le, our 11
year old Dalmatian, died of cancer. | had adopted  Abigayle from the
Denver Dumb Friends League when she was about 1 yea r old.
Lacey, her 12 year old Border Collie mix sister, al so adopted from
the DDFL at about age 1, was devastated, too. The girls had been
such close sisters for 10 years. We all felt a str  ong need very soon
to open our home to another dog who needed a home. And there
was no question that it had to be a Dal because Abi  gayle, with her
playful, loving and loyal ways, had made a dog-love  r of my husband
and a Dalmatian lover of both of us.

The Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado helped us find Ang  el. She was
abandoned in the desert outside of El Paso, Texas. Someone found
her there and kept her for a month but then gave he r up to the
Humane Society for sketchy reasons. We won't quest ion their
decision too much because that's how she came to us I The Humane

¥ Society guestimated her age to be 5 years old andt  hat she had been
an outdoor dog with no training. So, we named her Angel, thinking
that we would need the power of positive thinking o n our side for her
transition to our home where she would be an indoor dog. We were
so wrong! Angel truly 1S an angel! It didn't take long at all to train
her. She does love her treats! It is so hard to i magine this
wonderful dog being abandoned...let alone more than o nce. She is
so sweet with us and she is a wonderful sister to L acey. They get
along so well!

We brought Angel home at the end of September. She is loving it
here and can’t believe that she not only gets to st ay in the warm
house, but there is a soft bed for her in every roo  m. That way she
can follow us and be comfy wherever we are. | work at home so she
is glad to have so much attention. Her favorite pl  ace to curl up is on

her own special blanket on our sofa, preferably rig ht next to Dean or

me. My most special Christmas present came on Chri  stmas day when Angel crawled up into the recliner w ith me and
laid in my lap for the first time. Angel loves to run and jump through the snow.

We think that is a new experience for her. She lov  es her daily walks and enjoys exploring her new bac  k yard. When she
is out in the yard, she always looks for us to make sure we don't get lost! She is very intrigued by, and reasonable
gentle with, her new kitty sisters and brother. Sh e is an absolutely wonderful girl and we are so ble  ssed that she is a
part of our family.

We would like to express huge thank you's to Beth f  or all she does, to Rick who drove Angel from El Pa so to
Albuquerque, and to Lyn, the wonderful mom who fost ered Angel for 2 weeks until we could drive to New Mexico to pick
her up. We thank you every day for Angel!

Marilyn and Dean G.
Castle Rock, CO




In The Doghouse... Our Featured Dalmatians
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5 Years Old, Black Spayed Female
Reason Available: Owner Surrender
Centennial, CO

NEW FOSTER HOME NEEDED: Tiana was brought in to
the local NM shelter and was scared out of her wits ~ with
fear. But now she is a totally different girl - hap  py,
bouncy and playful. Tiana is good with other dogs o nce
she gets to know them, pays little attention to cat s, and
is fine around horses. We think she is mixed with a
herding breed as she likes to heel sometimes. She i s
great in the car and is good on or off leash. Shei s only
about 35-38 pounds - a tiny girl. Tiana has a sense  of
humor and also smiles! She greets her family witht  he
BIGGEST smile you have ever seen in the morning! Sh e
is great in the house and has learned how to use th e
dog door. She loves balls and Frisbees and is an al |
around great gal... cept she needs a 6' privacy fen ce.
Tiana is currently in Centennial.

% &
Oakley

5 Years Old, Black Neutered Male

Sally

7 Years Old, Black Spayed Female
Reason Available: Abandoned

Foster Home, Colorado Springs, Colorado

GOOD NEWS: The pair are in a temporary
foster home and are safe. Oakley (5) and
Sally (7) were sitting in a shelter after their
owners DUMPED them in the night box at
the shelter. These people adopted the
dogs from local shelters in the past. The
owners did not return calls from the
shelter but they are home because we
know where they live. Oakley originally
came from TX and Sally from the Buddy
Center in Castle Rock. This lovely pair
(though dirty and really in need of a bath
and a thick bed) needs a place to go for a _ =3
fresh start in the New Year!!! We are looking urgen tly for a place for them to call home where they wi Il be comfortable
and safe. You can see in the pictures that they did  n't have much to keep them off the hard concrete. T hese dogs lived
with children, cats and smaller dogs and a rabbit b ut we don't know the reason they were abandoned. Th e owners
knew about us so they could have called.  BUT, they took the easy out and DUMPED the dogs int o the night box with
no information. Can you HELP Oakley and Sally find a new loving ho  me for the New Year?

e
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8 Years Old, Black Spayed Female
Reason Available: Owner Deceased
Greeley, CO

Little Whitey was abandoned in a house when the own  ers
moved out. We don't know what Whitey is exactly but it
has been guessed Dalmatian (spots on his body and

ears), maybe some lab, maybe some boxer, but he'sj ust
darn cute! He loves everyone he meets and we think he
had been in the house before he was abandoned. Whit ey
is very playful with dogs that come by and is alway S
hoping for a pet. Whitey is currently in Ewing MO, not far
from Quincy, IL. The elderly neighbor, who is a nun ,
brought him home when the owners disappeared and sh e
can't care for this youngster any longer. He needs

attention, exercise and training, none of which can she
do. She cares but she is also in early stages of se  nility
and so he is beyond her means. If you can help this little

guy who lives on a chain 24/7 and who is feeling th e cold now, please contact Jim at jimpew@uwyo.edu b  ecause he is
friends with the older nun and can make arrangement s. We can't let this little boy live like this and of course it is
dangerous for the nun to try to care for him. He co  uld knock her down in his exuberance, she could sli p on ice when it
shows, and he could also possibly wrap the chain ar ound her. This situation is not good for either one of them. Help
us help an 85 yr old nun and little Whitey have aw  onderful New Year!

8 Years Old, Black Spayed Female

Reason Available: Owner Deceased
Greeley, CO

Ms. Beasley (better known as Bee Zee) was taken to  the shelter by a
family member, with a request that she be euthanize  d, because her
alcoholic and abusive owner had died. Thank goodnes s the shelter
refused, as they saw her sweet, loving nature. Bee Zee is now in a
foster home in Greeley. This poor girl has lived he  r whole life with
abuse and drunkenness, and is now looking for a lov ing forever
home where she can feel safe and confident. Bee Zee = has made great
strides in her own confidence. She loves to play fe  tch and tug of war
and has great fun pouncing on laser or flashlight s pots on the floor.
She is also a kisser and cuddler. As she has some d efensive and

unpredictable behaviors she is still working on, we recommend a
family with no young children. She is good with the male dog in her
foster home, but still defensive with the females. Bee Zee usually ignores cats and she is completely housebroken.

The best match would be a home with an experienced and patient dog person that can give her love and ¢ onsistent
guidance. Her new owner must be a leader who will h  old her to the rules, but never strike her or use n  egative training.
She had too much of that in her first home. Call he  r foster mom at: (970) 302-0766 for more informatio  n on this sweet
girl who is ready, after 8 years, for a loving and secure home. Did you notice that she is a tri color (black, white and
brown)? Her silly ears help her hear better too, an  d no, we don't know who cut her tail off!

NewsSpots is published and released on the first calendar day of the month. The deadline for submissions
for future issues of NewSpots will be the 25" of the previous month. Submissions received after the
deadline may be delayed in publication until the following month, subject to the Editor’s discretion.

Send submissions to the Editor at: spotted-dog-designs@comcast.net

Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization. Donations are tax deductib le!!
6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526 Rescue Hotline: 303-281-8963 Fax: 970-377-9509




