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While colorful flowers are easy on the eyes, they p ose potential danger to cats 
and dogs.  Make your yard and garden pet-safe by st eering clear of these five 
common spring plants. 
 

It’s a cruel trick of nature that some of the most beautiful, colorful springtime 
plants pose a deadly temptation to the four-legged members of your family. 
 

Before you head off to the garden center to pick ou t your seasonal blooms, 
make sure you know which plants present a deadly ha zard for your pets.   

 

#1:  Tulips and Hyacinths 
  

 
  

Tulips contain allergenic lactones.  Lactones are d erived from chemical compounds and taste a bit like  whiskey.  
Hyacinths contain similar compounds. 
 

It’s the bulbs of these two plants, not the leaves or flowers, which are toxic. 
 

Symptoms of poisoning by one of these plants can in clude: 
 

�  Mouth and esophageal irritation 
�  Drooling 
�  Vomiting 
�  Diarrhea 
�  Increase in heart rate 
�  Changes in breathing 

 

There’s no antidote if your pup is poisoned by eati ng a tulip or hyacinth bulb, and sever symptoms nee d immediate 
treatment. 
 

#2:  Daffodils 
 

If your pet licks or eats any part of a daffodil – the bulb, plant or flower – she will ingest an alka loid called lycorine which 
can irritate the tissues of her mouth and throat an d cause excessive drooling. 
 

Lycorine can also trigger a gastrointestinal respon se like vomiting, abdominal pain or diarrhea.  In m ore serious cases, 
heart and respiratory problems can occur.  Sever sy mptoms such as these require immediate attention by  a veterinarian. 
 

#3:  Lilies 
 

The variety of lily determines whether it is a rela tively harmless or potentially deadly plant. 
 

Non-toxic varieties of lilies include the Calla, Pe ace and Peruvian.  If your pet samples one of these  plants, his upper 
digestive tract may become irritate and he may droo l. 
 

Types of poisonous lilies include: 
 

�  Tiger lily 
�  Asiatic lily 
�  Stargazer lily 
�  Casablanca lily 
�  Rubrum lily 
�  Day lily 
�  Japanese Show lily 
�  Easter lily 

 

These toxic lilies can prove deadly for your cat.  If kitty swallows even a tiny amount of any portion  of these plants, 
including the pollen, kidney failure can result. 
 

If you suspect your cat has ingested any part of a lily, you should get both your pet and the plant to  a veterinary clinic 
right away.  Time is of the essence, so don’t delay . 
 

At a minimum your vet will need to induce vomiting and administer activated charcoal to bind to the to xin in your cat’s 



system.  Depending on the severity of the poisoning , your pet may also need IV fluids and tests to det ermine whether 
kidney function has been compromised. 
 

#4:  Crocuses 
 

The variety of crocus plants that bloom in the spri ng is a member of the Iridaceae family. 
 

Springs crocuses can cause gastrointestinal upset i n your pet, typically vomiting and diarrhea. 
 

The crocus that blooms in autumn is known as the Me adow Saffron, and this plant is highly poisonous to  companion 
animals. 
 

If your dog or cat tastes a Meadow Saffron crocus, she can experience sever vomiting, gastrointestinal  bleeding, liver 
and kidney damage, and respiratory failure.  Sympto ms of toxicity from this plant can appear immediate ly upon 
ingestion up to several days later. 
 

If you pet shows signs of poisoning by an autumn bl ooming crocus, take her for veterinary treatment ri ght away, and 
bring along the plant. 
 

#5:  Lily of the Valley 
 

Signs your dog or cat has eaten a lily of the valle y plant can include: 
 

�  Vomiting 
�  Diarrhea 
�  Drop in heart rate and/or severe cardiac arrhythmia  
�  Seizures 

 

The substance in lilies of the valley that is toxic  to your pet is called cardiac glycosides.  If you think your pet has 
ingested a lily of the valley, you should get him t o your vet for evaluation. 
 

Fertilizers 
 

It’s worth noting, too, especially for you avid gar deners out there, that the fertilizer you use on yo ur plants can be just as 
dangerous, or more so, than the plant themselves. 
 

If you fertilize your lawn and garden in the spring s, you should be aware of which types of fertilizer  compounds are 
potentially fatal if swallowed by your pets. 
 

Most fertilizers cause only mild gastrointestinal s ymptoms if eaten, but there are a few watch-outs in cluding: 
 

Blood meal contains nitrogen which can cause vomiti ng, diarrhea and even serous inflammation of your d og’s or cat’s 
pancreas.  Some blood meal has added iron which can  also be toxic to your pet. 
 

Bone meal contains animal bones ground down to powd er.  This powder is very attractive to many dogs.  If your pup 
ingests a large quantity of bone meal, it can form a very big, very hard mass in her stomach which can  obstruct her 
digestive tract and require surgery. 
 

Rose and plant fertilizers can contain disulfoton o r another type of organophosphate.  It takes the in gestion of just a tiny 
amount of disulfoton to kill a good size dog. 
 

Other types of organophosphates, which are also som etimes found in pesticides and insecticides, can ca use a range of 
symptoms from mild to fatal.  Signs of organophosph ate poisoning include salivation, tearing of the ey es, lass of 
bladder and bowel control, seizures, respiratory pr oblems and hyperthermia. 
 

Iron is commonly added to fertilizers.  Elemental i ron can cause toxicity if ingested by your pet.  Si gns of iron toxicity 
include vomiting, bloody diarrhea and heart and liv er problems. 
 

Simple steps for Springtime Safety 
 

Taking a few simple precautions to avoid any plants  and fertilizers known to be deadly to pets can pre vent a potential 
tragedy for you and your family this spring. 
 

For more information about how to keep your pet hea lthy and safe, visit www.PetPoisonHelpline.com .  You can also 
reference this handy online resource ( http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants /) which contains a 
comprehensive list – including pictures – of which plants are poisonous to companion animals and which  are safe to 
have around your home and yard. 
 

This article is reprinted from http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/ar chive/2010/04/28/spring-plants-that-can-be-lethal-t o-your-
pet.aspx  and is copyright 2010 Mercola Healthy Pets. 
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In celebration of the new Animal Rescue: Adopt a Shelter Pet  stamps, the Postal Service™, together 
with Ellen DeGeneres and Halo: Purely for Pets, is giving shelter pets around the country a First-Clas s 
Meal.  During the launch of the stamps, Halo will b e donating a million meals to animal shelters aroun d 
the country. 
The 44-cent stamps feature photos of five cats and five dogs who were all adopted from shelters.  To 
learn more you can visit:  http://www.stampstotherescue.com/ . 
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Going to the veterinarian for a routine check up ca n be an exciting time for your dog—and not necessar ily in a good way. 
When you consider what a vet visit entails, you can  begin to appreciate why your dog may become so agi tated and hard 
to control. 
 

He’ll encounter dozens of new smells of other pets and medicines. He’ll hear barking dogs and meowing cats, and he’ll 
be handled by strangers in unfamiliar ways that may  make him feel uneasy. 
 

Help your dog feel more relaxed and less worried ab out going to the vet by following these tips: 
  

�  Throughout the visit, stay relaxed and unconcerned.  Your dog can sense your feelings, and so you need to 
remain calm so he can feel calm. Remember, your dog  looks to you for his safety and security.  

�  Help your dog be comfortable with being handled for  a medical examination by gently patting him on dif ferent 
areas of his body while he is in a relaxed state. M imic how the vet will examine your dog—touch around  his eyes, 
ears and toes (which also helps him with his fear o f nail clipping), lift his lips and touch his teeth , gently move his 
legs, etc.   

�  Some dogs never go anywhere in the car except to th e vet. Thus, a dog may begin to associate a car rid e with 
getting a shot, and so he begins to worry the momen t you put him in the car. To prevent this anxiety, do some 
practice drives. Take him somewhere fun so he learn s that a ride in the car can end in a pleasurable d estination.  

�  Take the dog to the vet clinic for a quick introduc tory visit. Get him used to the smells and sounds o f the new 
environment so it won’t be entirely strange to him when you actually go for the exam. While there, rew ard your 
dog for his good behavior with a few treats.  

�  Exercise your dog before the vet visit. A tired dog  is more relaxed and easier to manage.  
�  Keep your pet on a short leash while in the waiting  area, and maintain control of him throughout your visit to 

avoid any stress, injury or altercations with other  pets.  
�  If you have a small dog, take him into the vet in h is carrier. He’ll feel more comfortable being in hi s familiar space, 

with his blanket, toys and all.  
�  If your vet doesn’t offer free treats, make sure yo u bring some with you to help reward his good behav ior. 
�  After the vet visit, take your dog somewhere fun to  both distract and reward him.  

 

Another tip for your visit with the vet – when you take your dogs to the vet for their heartworm test (or any other reason), 
be sure to have them scan the microchip to be sure it’s still there!  I know it sounds odd, but it is not completely unheard 
of for the microchip to migrate or even become lost .  So, be sure to ask your vet to scan for the chip  whenever you visit.  
There shouldn’t be any charge to have them scanned.  
 

And if they don’t find a microchip, PLEASE get anot her one because we all know how important they are for returning 
your dogs when lost and for shelters not to kill th em as well! 
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You know we hate to ask, but… 
 
Dalmatian Rescue has greatly overspent its budget f or veterinary care and we need help.  Any donations  are tax 
deductible and you know all donations will be put t o the best use for our spotted friends.  We do have  a PayPal link at 
the bottom of the front page of our website ( http://www.dalmatianrescue.org ) or we are always happy to take a check!  
The address to send your check (payable to “Dalmati an Rescue of Colorado, Inc.” is: 
 
Marj Swanson, Treasurer 
713 McGraw Drive 
Fort Collins, CO  80526 
 
As always, 100% of all donations go to the dogs… we ll, to the many vets in several states, to the tran sporters, to the 
boarding facilities, and to the food vendors, etc.  We also must recognize once again our very generou s foster parents 
who are the reason we and the good dogs we have sur vive.  We know it is a hard time for everyone, so i t is hard to ask, 
but ask we must!  We thank you for any and all help ! 
 
Beth White, President, Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado  

 

 

����������	
�����
������
���	��������������������������
 �	�������
�������������
���
��������������������
���	
���	��������������
�

���
�������	������
����	���������������
��	���
��������
�� ����������������������
����
��������
�������������������������������������� �� ����
 



����������	
����
�
��	������
��� ����������������

��������������	
���
��	���������� �
 

Question:  We should have named our dog Houdini, as  he is a master escape artist.  How can we prevent him from 
escaping from our backyard any chance he gets? 
 

The Trainer Answers:  The first step is to make sur e he doesn’t get any chances to escape!  While it w ould be nice to be 
able to leave your dog out in the backyard to enter tain himself, clearly he finds ways to entertain hi mself that are 
unacceptable.  For now, he cannot be trusted in the  backyard alone. Go out in the backyard with him fo r now, and keep 
him on leash if he will still escape even with you there. 
 

Next, let’s look at WHY he is escaping the yard.  W hen and how often does he escape from the back yard ?  Is it only 
when he’s alone?  Is it every time he’s alone?  Is it only at certain times of the day or after certai n periods of time?  What 
does he do once he’s out?  Does he go exploring the  neighborhood?  Does he see out other dogs or peopl e?  Does he 
go to your front door and wait for you?  The answer s to these questions will help us to understand why  he is escaping, 
so that we can address the underlying issue. 
 

Many dogs escape because they are bored in the back yard and are looking for something fun to do.  If t his is the case, 
we need to make sure the dog is receiving plenty of  physical and mental stimulation so that he has ple nty of appropriate 
outlets for his energy.  Having toys lying around t he backyard might be enough for some dogs, but for others, you will 
need to provide more entertainment.  Spend time out  in the backyard training and playing with your dog .  Create fun 
games for your dog to play with or without you, suc h as the ‘find it’ game (you can hide treats, toys,  people or anything 
else your dog is willing to look for), fetch, chase , amateur agility (use household objects to create your own agility 
course), or other games.  If you dog is getting ple nty of exercise, attention and activities in his ow n backyard, he will be 
less likely to look for fun elsewhere. 
 

I also see dogs who escape because they are social dogs who never get outside their own backyard unles s they go on 
their own.  If your dog is running off to find othe r dogs to play with or to visit your neighbors, the n try taking your dog 
for more walks and give him more opportunities to v isit with other people and/or dogs.  Sign up for a training class.  
Create a neighborhood walking group.  Schedule play  dates.  Look into dog daycare.  Visit the dog park  (only once 
you’ve determined its safe based on the dogs and pe ople who frequent the park in your area). 
 

I’ve also seen dogs who escape the backyard only to  go sit at the front door waiting for someone to le t them in.  These 
are dogs who don’t want to escape; they just want t o be with you!  Provide more time interacting with them.  And teach 
them how to entertain themselves for short periods when you can’t be with them. 
 

We sometimes think a dog would be happier playing o ut in the backyard all day, but most dogs really ju st want to be 
with their family.  If your dog does not like being  alone, find ways for him to spend more time with y ou rather than 
leaving him alone in the backyard. 
 

When dogs are escaping, the first thing most people  do is try to prevent the dog from escaping by fixi ng the loose gate 
latch, putting in a taller fence, placing deterrent s around the bottom of the fence to prevent digging  out, or other tactics 
to prevent the dog from being able to escape.  Whil e we do need to make sure the backyard is secure, w e also need to 
look at WHY the dog is escaping.  The best method f or preventing escape is to eliminate the reason for  wanting to 
escape in the first place.  If the dog really WANTS  to be there, then the security of the fence would be irrelevant! 
 
(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified 
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is lo cated in and services the Denver Metro Area.   
http://www.lovemydogtraining.com ).  
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The best way to clean urine out of carpets is an en zyme-based cleaner, such as Nature’s Miracle.  Ther e are also 
enzyme-based products for cleaning hardwood floors.  
 

When a dog urinates on carpeting, immediately get o ut as much of it as you can.  Most people use eithe r towels to soak 
it up or a small spot cleaner or full-sized carpet cleaner or steam cleaner type machine.  (Those are great for other spills, 
too, if you don’t have one, get one!) 
 

After you have removed as much of the fresh urine a s you can, pour (according to the directions – some  products are 
mixed with water, some are simply poured directly f rom the bottle onto the spot) the enzyme product on  the spot and 
leave it to do its job.  Cover the spot with a damp  rag or towel for about 24 hours to keep it from dr ying out while it’s 
working.  Then remove the rag or towel and allow to  air dry.  That’s all there is to it! 
 

You can use a black light to find existing, old uri ne spots (even those you never knew where there) on  the carpeting.  
Once you have located them, use your enzyme product  to remove them and Voila… gone! 
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Dogs Can Become Dog-Aggressive After Being Attacked  
SprayShield Wards Off SOME Attacking Dogs 

 
 

This week I spoke to a potential student whose two small 
terriers have been dog-aggressive since they were a ttacked by 
another dog 5 months ago. This breaks my heart. She  was 
walking her dogs on leash in a neighborhood when a dog came 
off its property, into the street, and attacked her  dogs. Now we 
are looking at doing some work with them to try to get them over 
their fear aggression. 
  

This is such a shame. And the truth is, any one of us can have a 
dog who gets attacked by another dog at any time an d it could 
CHANGE OUR DOG FOREVER. 
  

I advise my students to carry a product designed to  ward off 
aggressive dogs, SprayShield. 
  

I used it once to protect my previous dog, Dancer, a Doberman, 
from a pit bull in a park in Eugene. The dog, who w as off-leash, 
ignored its owner’s calls to heel and was intensely  zeroed in on 
Dancer, stalking her, literally, from over 150 feet  away. I was 
grateful I had it. I sprayed toward the dog as it g ot within range. 
Even though very little of the product got on the d og, it ran off. 
  

I wish I could say I carry it all the time, but I g et lazy and leave it 
in the car.  
 

Which was the case a couple weeks ago when a German  
Shepherd in Bush Park came at Jetta aggressively, z eroing in on 
her, hackles raised. The owner was with two small c hildren, 
walking our way nonchalantly. I used my leash in an  attempt to 
strike the dog and the man, never skipping a beat o r increasing 
his walking speed or attempting to call his dog or come leash 
him up, yelled, “Don’t do that. He’ll attack.”   

 

This dog was very confident and assertive and was n ot easy to 
deter. If I’d had my Spray Shield with me, I may ha ve sprayed the 
dog. It’s a judgment call up until an actual attack , but certainly 
once a dog does  attack, spray the hell out of him! Something 
like this can take a terrible toll on our dogs ment ally, not to 
mention the possible physical injury to them and us .  
 

You even have to be careful in dog parks. There are  many dogs 
out there that are aggressive and shouldn’t be ther e and plenty 
of owners with zero control over their dogs. Carry your Spray 
Shield. It takes just one attack to change your dog ’s outlook on 
other dogs and make him, also, dog-aggressive. 

Spray Shield:  
$13 Petsmart, Petco or Pet Supplies Plus 
800-933-5595 
info@premier.com  
www.premier.com  
A highly effective, safe and humane way to deter 
aggressive animals. When tested with trained attack  
dogs, this revolutionary citronella formula was fou nd 
to be just as effective as 10% pepper spray, yet 
without harmful side effects.  

  

Be aware that the Spray Shield may not work . 
  

NOTHING is guaranteed to work on every dog every ti me. You must possess a vigilant eye, a confident at titude and a 
strong voice. Also carrying a big stick wouldn’t hu rt. Your spray may or may not be sufficient. 
 

 If your dog has been attacked and is now dog-aggres sive (or is aggressive for some other reason), plea se consider a 
lesson or consultation with me to alleviate the pro blem. No one can promise “curing” the dog, and maki ng him LIKE 
other dogs, but it is possible. And you can ALWAYS make him better. But this is for certain: you CAN l earn to control 
him around dogs. You CAN get a level of attention a nd obedience so he ignores other dogs. It takes wor k, of course, but 
is very do-able.   
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If your dog eats kibble (dry food) way too fast, yo u might want to try one of these kibble-dispensing toys.  These are 
excellent for dogs who tend to eat too fast, which is a risk factor for the often-deadly bloat and can  cause choking.  And 
they make meal time way more fun! 
  

   

Jetta’s favorite is called Tricky Treats, made by 
Omega Paw.  It’s ball-shaped and has an opening 
in which you insert kibble.  As the dog rolls it 
around, the kibble falls out a few pieces at a time .  
Jetta pushes it from one end of my home to the 
other.  It takes here 30-40 minutes to eat a meal 
from it. 
 
Another favorite is called Tug-A-Jug, made by 
Premier Pet Products.  You put the kibble into the 
canister and the dog knocks it around, making 
pieces fall out.  The rope holds the bulk of the fo od 
inside, but then the dog pull on the rope, more 
pieces come out.  For Jetta, this one doesn’t last as 
long as the Tricky Treats Ball. 

   
And we have one called Bob-A- Lot, made by Starmark.  
It’s great too!  This one lasts Jetta longer than t he Tug-
A-Jug, but not as long as the Tricky Treats. 
  

 

Jetta has another one called Leo, made by Canine Ge nius, 
which is better for treats than kibble.  Same goes for the 
Canine Genius Mike (pictured on right). 

 

Many of us stuff Kongs™ with treats to occupy our d ogs.  I am always on the look-out for treats that a re long-lasting.  
The longer the better!  Jetta’s record is a small p iece of bread that took her 28 minutes to remove fr om the Kong.  I know, 
because I clocked it.  This was a ‘hard’ bread, lik e sour dough, and it was frozen.  (Stuff the Kong, then freeze the whole 
thing.)  Other longer-lasting treats I have found i nclude frozen (and cooked) chicken gizzards and fro zen meatballs.  
Peanut butter lasts longer too when frozen. �
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PLEASE – They need YOUR help!! Remember when your r escue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth  of a 
loving foster family? If we hadn’t had foster homes , you probably would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEA SE think about 
fostering a dog for the Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or the one closet to where you n ow live, so they 
can save lives like they saved your dog’s life!! PL EASE give a warm home to a dog who can relax, show his true 
personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concre te floor in a shelter and get ready for a new home.  PLEASE help 
rescues and the dogs so that others might have a do g that is well socialized, trained and ready to lov e. PLEASE think 
about this… Dalmatians are everywhere and are liter ally dying to meet you or someone willing to give t hem a “spot” to 
LIVE until their forever home comes along. PLEASE b e a spot for rescue and for them? 
 

We thank you and you know any dog you help your loc al rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE s ubmit a foster 
application if you can possibly help your local res cue and them! PLEASE take your cookie… good boy/gir l! 
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As we all know, springtime brings out all the pesky  things that seem to disappear in the winter.  Thin gs 
like bears, squirrels, and bees.  If your dog gets stung by a bee a good thing to have on hand is Bena dryl.  
Using Benadryl will help to reduce allergic reactio ns like pain, swelling and itching and may lower th e risk 
of even worse reactions. 
 
As with any medication, you should check with your veterinarian to find the proper dosage for your dog .  
And remember, Benadryl should not be stored in your  car during extreme heat or cold.  
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Around this time of year a lot of people start goin g through their house and cleaning and clearing out  things they haven’t 
used in a long time.  Have you been doing this?  St ill have the stuff you wanted to get rid of lying a round?  Want to put it 
to good use? 
 

Have I got the suggestion for you!   

 

Donate it to 
Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado!!!   

We are gearing up for another fund raiser auction o n eBay and we would appreciate anything you might b e willing to 
contribute to our efforts.  The items do not have t o be Dalmatian themed or related, although those ce rtainly would work.  
If you would gather them up and get them to Karl Sc hill, 1457 Keith Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80916 (or to arrange 
delivery or pick up of the item please email or cal l: dalmatianrescueofco@comcast.net or phone:  719-5 72-1064) in 
Colorado Springs so we can get them all gathered in to a common location that would be great. 
 

We need to have a complete and thorough description  of the item and what you would recommend as a star ting bid for 
the item.  Karl will take the photos of the items o nce he gets them. 
 

After all the items are in place, photos taken, des criptions gathered, we will get them posted to eBay  and then send out a 
notice to you with the link for the items.  Then ju st help spread the word about the auction and if yo u want to you can 
even place a bid to replace the stuff you donated!   
 

And as always, all donations can be claimed on your  taxes, just make sure to give us the approximate v alue of the item 
for the tax receipt.    
 

Here are some of the items that have been donated a lready: 
  

 
A set of four handmade cloth 

placemats 

 
Framed Dick Mason Print entitled 

“Calm before the Storm” 

 
The ‘Roadie’ harness, not Miss Carlie! 

 
Antique Horse Drawn Wagon 

 
Framed French “101 Dalmatians” 

Movie Poster 

 
Dal themed Party Pack of napkins, 

plates, glasses, etc. 
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In 2009 we adopted 114 dogs but we ONLY have 20 Happy Beginning stories on the website .  Come on guys!!  Send us 
your stories about your new friend, your exploits, cute pictures, funny stories, etc.  We work so hard  to make these 
stories possible and it is our reward to see your s tories in print.  That’s what we live for!!  It’s n ot hard and it only takes a 
minute.  You can send your pictures and stories to the Webmaster at spotted-dog-designs@comcast.net .  Do it today 
before you forget!! 
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Arlie is a dog of happiness that brings joy to our family.  The second he got out of the 
care from Colorado the whole family loved him.  Now  every person we walk by wants 
to pet him.  Once our whole family was walking with  Arlie in Santa Cruz and a man 
said that Arlie was the most beautiful dog he had e ver seen in his whole life.  Arlie is 
almost always either out on a run, giving kisses, o r just hanging out around the 
house. 
 
My sister and I have been pleading for a dog foreve r until two Christmases ago when 
we got our wish, the permission of a dog.  We were sure smart to get Marti, my aunt, 
to help us find a dog because she found the perfect  dog, for sure.  Now Arlie has a 
home that will always give him love. 

 Paws and Kisses,  
Mia 

Los Altos Hills, CA  

(Editor’s Note:  Mia, age 12, is the niece of one o f our Board Members.) �
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We have had Dalmatian for years and love these wond erful animals.  
We lost our beloved Max at 3½ years due to kidney f ailure.  It was a 
very sad and traumatic week as our vet and we tried  to save him to 
no avail.  When we lost Max we were heartbroken.  W ith tears in his 
eyes Jim said, “I know we can’t replace Max but I j ust can’t be 
without a Dalmatian buddy.” 
 

Since I volunteer at the local Humane Society I und erstand the value 
of adopting, so we first contacted Dalmatian rescue  groups but no 
one had the right pet for us available.  We found a  breeder with good 
references and bought a beautiful, healthy perpetua l motion 
machine we named Cool Hand Luke.  With Luke and our  two Jack 
Russell terriers and two Great Pyrenees (we live on  a farm) our lives 
were full.  Or so we thought! 
 

A week later Beth called from Dalmatian Rescue of C olorado and 
told us about a sweet female Dalmatian in Kansas ab out whom she 
had been contacted that desperately needed a home b ecause she 
was due to be euthanized soon.  We weren’t sure we needed  

ANOTHER dog but her story touched us and we agreed.   There was a possible problem though.  Beth was to ld by the vet 
in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas that the dog had a ruptu red lymph gland and swollen lymph glands in her nec k and a lump 
on her back so the vet suspected she had cancer.  H e had put her on antibiotics, had aspirated the lum p on her back, 
and was now awaiting the path(ology) report. 
 

Well we had just been through the heartbreaking sit uation with Max and couldn’t see going through it a gain.  With heavy 
hearts we told Beth we couldn’t take her if she had  cancer.  Beth was expecting the vet to call with t he path report the 
next day on Friday morning, and told us that a volu nteer from the shelter at Ft. Leavenworth just happ ened to be going 
on a trip back east on Saturday and could meet us w ith the dog in Springfield, Missouri in the southwe st part of the 
state.  That is just 15 miles from our home!  Jim a nd I looked at each other and wondered if this was meant to be, but if 
not for the cancer it would be perfect. 
 

We were eating breakfast and the phone rang.  It wa s Beth with the report.  It was not cancer!  It was  a badly abscessed 
lymph node and the other swollen node was due to th e infection.  The lump on her back was a lymphoma w hich is a 
superficial fatty tumor easy to remove!  Unbelievab le.  I enthusiastically (and loudly) said, “Bring h er on!” 

 



Thanks to the amazingly helpful volunteer we got to  meet and 
take home Annie, the sweetest, calmest, lovingest d og you can 
imagine.  Even our Jack Russell, Molly, who is quee n of the 
house and ruler of all dogs inside, liked her immed iately! 
 

We took Annie to our vet for a checkup and to have the 
lymphoma removed.  She was pronounced healthy. 
 

We had her for several days and noticed some unusua l 
mannerisms she had.  If she was looking away she di dn’t always 
notice loud noises or us calling her.  She didn’t m ove when our 
ancient donkey came up behind her till old Bluebell  stepped on 
her.  She acted normal but with a few indications t hat pointed to 
her being deaf.  She was so good at accommodating f or her lack 
of hearing that it took us several days to figure i t out.  No wonder 
the vet and the shelter didn’t know.  Have no fear,  though.  She 
has fit in so well it seems she has always been her e and we 
watch for her when she is with us in the barnyard a nd fields.  No  

 

  
 

one but us can tell she is deaf unless we let them know.  She loves doing chores and stays right by th e side of the 
person doing them and she loves to ride on the Gato r and in the truck.  Our adult son who does chores for us came in 
laughing and said, “Mom, be sure to set the brake o n the Gator if you get out.  I got out to throw hay , heard the Gator 
motor rev up and looked to see Annie drive into a w ater tank nearby.”  We have laughed over that and o ther antics of 
hers.  She loves to go for walks in the pasture and  has learned to watch out for horses, donkeys and d oesn’t know quite 
what to make of the sheep!  Annie loves the grandki ds and they give her hugs first thing when they com e in the door.  
Annie is a special part of our family.  It would be  hard not to fall in love with this angel.  I am gl ad we were privileged to 
bring her into our family in the nick of time.  I d o think it was a kind of miracle that we got her.  I truly believe God loves 
all His creatures, including Annie. 
 

A huge thank you to all who participate in the work  of rescuing these wonderful Dalmatians! 
 

Genie and Jim W. 
Ash Grove, M 

�������
After loosing Trina, 14, last February and Molly, 1 2, of brain cancer this past 
December, I thought I would be dog-less to see what  freedoms it might afford us.  
We have had three English Pointers over a 30 year s pan and have never been 
without a dog.  It was awful!  I didn’t feel like g etting up to take my walk… 
because no one was waiting for me… the dynamics of our family had totally 
changed!  Loosing children to school and homes of t heir own is different… they 
always came back.  I had no one who was dependent o n me (Who was depending 
on whom?) or to share my mornings with, or waiting to greet me at the door as I 
walked in from work.  Four weeks passed and I was o n the net looking up rescue 
dogs… maybe I could just foster? 
 

Paul, my husband, works at home and admitted he rea lly missed having Molly at 
home… he wanted company.  After talking to Beth, we  were interested in both a  

 

younger pup, Arnold, and a mature dog, Connor.  Fun ny thing, they were both 
pointers who had made their way to the Dal Rescue… thank goodness!  I had 
just come home from being out of town for a week an d we got a call from Beth 
saying that the foster home for Connor had fallen t hrough and would we be 
interested in fostering him.  We said yes.  Connor had been fostered by 
several people for 8 months and originally had been  given up.  He is a big 
boy… about 65 lbs. and solid muscle.  Jamie, his fo ster mom before us, was a 
runner and took him out daily, he was very fit!  I am a walker and my husband 
is a bird hunter, thus, we thought this would be a good combination for 
Connor.  A month has passed and we have fallen in l ove with Connor!  When 
we got a call that someone wanted to come by and se e Connor, my husband 
paused, and asked me.  I said, "Why don’t you make a list of things that you 
don’t like about Connor… " He said, “I can’t, there is nothing I don’t like! ”  He  

sits, stays, fetches, rolls over, not a barker, cra te, house, leash and car trained.  We have a few th ings to work on, but not 
as many things as we did with our other dogs.  He i s truly a sweet boy, mammas boy, but has quickly ga ined a love for 
going out in the field to hunt with Paul… sometimes  he is not so sure what he is hunting, but he has a  blast running and 
pointing with the other dogs!  Thank you for all yo ur hard work, Dal Rescue, and for helping us find C onnor! 
 

Paul and Edie B. 
Fort Collins, CO 
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Reason Available:  Stray 
Ricky:  7-8 years old, Black Neutered Male 
Lucy:   7-8 years old, Liver Spayed Female 
TEMPORARY Foster Home, Phoenix, AZ 
 
 

***** EXTRA URGENT ***** 
 
 
EXTRA URGENT!!   We only have sad pictures of two 
very nice dogs showing their prison numbers and we 
are in desperate need to find help for them.  Ricky  
(top left) and Lucy (bottom left) were strays, but as 
often happens, strays are never looked for.  They a re 
tossed out to fend for themselves when owners don’t  
care.  We found them, why didn’t the owners find 
them??  Ricky and Lucy are mature, altered dogs tha t 
we have just pulled from a Tucson, AZ shelter.  
Probably about 7-8 years of age and we suspect they  
might be siblings.  They are timid at first, but do  warm 
up to people nicely and they are such a gentle pair .  
They are also good with other dogs but cats are 
unknown.  Ricky doesn’t have to be placed with Lucy , 
but of course it might be nice if they could live i nto 
their golden years with each other. 
 
These guys are heading for Phoenix as this is writt en, 
but only to a temporary foster home.  They need a 
forever home somewhere!  We are able to move the 
pair with a very reasonable, paid rescue transporte r if 
there is interest outside of the Phoenix area.  The  
local rescues are packed full of dogs so we stepped  
in to save Ricky and Lucy from their fate in a pack ed 
shelter. 
 
If you are interested in helping Ricky and/or Lucy,  
please let us know. 
 
You can write Lisa at PhxDalStation@aol.com or call  
Paige at 970-471-6141 (paigesantini@yahoo.com).  We  
are happy to help move these dogs within a 
reasonable distance.  We can get them to 
Albuquerque or Las Vegas, or you tell us where.  
Wouldn’t Ricky and Lucy make a nice compliment to 
your home?  Bouncy, red haired Lucy (yes, she is th e 
liver/white color) and dashing, strutting Ricky!  H ow 
cool is that?   
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Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductib le!! 

6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline:  303-281-8963   Fax:  970-377-9509 
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