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There are many steps that you can take to help keep  your four-legged friends safe and comfortable this  coming weekend. 
�  Don’t bring you dog to picnics, fireworks displays,  etc.  He’ll be safer and more comfortable at home.  
�  One way to help reduce the noise is to put cotton i n your dog’s ears… just don’t forget to remove it l ater! 
�  If you take your dog to a holiday event, NEVER leav e him in the car.  A partially opened window does n ot supply 

sufficient fresh are and even with opened windows, the heat inside a car can soar well above 100 degre es in a 
very short amount of time.  It also creates an oppo rtunity for your pet to be stolen. 

�  Always keep proper, current identification on your dog’s collar.  If your dog hasn’t already been micr ochipped, 
talk to your veterinarian about getting your dog ch ipped right away. 

�  Keep you dog away from exterior doors.  A dog under  significant stress could bolt out a door, causing injury to 
himself, others or worse – he could dash into traff ic and be killed. 

�  Don’t leave your dog outside.  If you cannot bring him inside, cover his dog house with a blanket to p rotect him 
from the firework’s bursts and bangs.  A dog’s sens e of hearing is acute – over 10 times more sensitiv e than that 
of humans. 

�  Create a special den-like area in your home where y our dog feels safe.  A properly introduced crate or  kennel can 
be a calming refuge for him. 

�  Some dogs become destructive when frightened.  If y ou don’t use a crate, remove any items in the room which 
your dog could destroy or which could hurt him if h e chewed them. 

�  Leave his favorite toys out for him to play with.  If he’s busy chewing them, he won’t chew things he shouldn’t. 
�  Keep windows and curtains closed to reduce noise an d bright flashes which could upset him. 
�  Turn on a TV or radio at normal volume to distract your dog from the loud noises and help him to relax . 
�  If possible, stay with your pet during the majority  of the fireworks.  A dog often reacts more intense ly to 

frightening sounds and lights when you are not with  him. 
�  Consider hiring a pet sitter to stay with your dog if you can’t be home with him. 
�  If you don’t already have one, consider getting a B RIGHT attention-grabbing colored collar to put your  dog’s ID 

tags on.  People might be more apt to approach a do g that they know belongs to someone who cares enoug h to 
make sure they have ID. 

 

Anyone traveling with pets over the holiday should be extra cautious to keep them safe.  A new environ ment – your 
summer cabin, a beach rental, or a pet-friendly hot el – can be intimidating enough for your pets.  It’ s full of new smells 
and unfamiliar areas.  But add load explosions from  fireworks, and th at new environment becomes downright hostile.  
Keep your pets with you and on leash at all times.  It’s too dangerous to let them hang out sans leash  even if that’s the 
norm at home.  Pay attention to their behavior.  Wa tch for signs they’re scared and act quickly to rem ove them from 
stressful situations.  If your pet runs off in an a rea that is unfamiliar to both of you, it’s going t o be that much harder to 
find them.  Just keep a close watch and understand the risks the holiday poses. 
 

Remember, even though the 4 th of July is just one day, the fireworks often start  before then and continue a few days 
after.  Don’t leave your dogs alone outside during this time.  It only takes one unexpected blast to s end them into a 
scared frenzy.  Do take them outside for a walk.  T hey can release some pent up energy, and you can av oid in-the-house 
accidents. 
 

Lastly, it’s helpful to understand what pets are go ing through.  Cats and dogs hear with a much keener  sense than 
humans do (about 10 times stronger), and at that ma gnitude, fireworks sound terrifying.  Just like us,  they’re hard-wired 
for self-preservation.  It’s your job to help your pets avoid that adrenaline roller coaster.  Control  their exposure to noise 
and take necessary precautions to keep them calm du ring the celebrations.   
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As the weather gets warmer and warmer, snakes are g oing to be seeking out the cool and 
shady places to help regulate their body temperatur es.  These places are likely to be along 
our hiking trails, yards, etc. where you and your d og are likely to be walking.  Taking this 
bit of advice to help teach your dog ‘snake avoidan ce’ could save you, your family and 
your dog from being bitten and save the expense of treatment. 
 

(Editor’s Note:  The following extract is from the article “Making Sense of Scents” and was 
written by Carolyn A. Krause. It was first publishe d in the APDT Chronicle of the Dog  in 
the March/April 2009 issue.  It is being reprinted here under written permission of the 
author.) 

 

Snake proofing dogs is a concern for many rural and  suburban clients.  Before instilling this caution in the dog we make 
sure he is outgoing and eager to explore new outdoo r experiences. We would never use this technique wi th a dog that 
was already “seeing dragons” when out on walks.  
 

Our goal is to make the scent of any snake repellan t to the dog. It is not unusual to see dead snakes in areas where they 
are common.  Especially in the spring, snakes do ha ve unfortunate encounters with vehicles and mowers.   When we 
encounter a newly killed snake, we often collect it .  It must be fresh.  Carrion scent is not what we need. For training 
purposes it need not be a venomous snake.  Agents a t the Missouri Conservation Department have told me  that all 
snakes in our area have a similar smell.  We place the deceased snake in an area with lots of room aro und it.  Place the 
snake near something you can see easily like a tall  weed or bush or near a rock or sidewalk.  Handle t he snake carcass 
as little as possible with bare hands.  We don’t wa nt the natural odor of the snake to be mixed with h uman scent.  We 
choose a spot with lots of maneuvering room around the snake. We put the dog on a 30 to 40 foot line, take hold of the 
line at about the 20 foot mark and simply go for a walk in the direction of the snake.  The instant we  see the dog indicate 
he scents the snake.  We shout in surprise and run away, taking the dog with us.  The extra length of line is to prevent 
jerking the dog’s collar. When we stop to catch our  breath we praise the dog.  We walk around and appr oach the snake 
from another direction and repeat as before.  Usual ly by the third or fourth approach, the dog is star ting to move away 
from the snake on his own.  When we see that respon se our job is done. This seems to make a really str ong impression 
on puppies and young dogs.  
  

Note – Photo (right) is my husband with one 
of our dogs taken by me.  Yes, that is a 
rubber snake.  The photo is for the purpose 
of illustration. The day of the shoot there 
was no freshly killed snake available. 
 
“A dog being turned away from a snake.”   
 
Photo credit is given author or Carolyn 
Krause  
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Colorado has only three native poisonous snakes… an d all are rattlesnakes; the prairie (western diamon dback) 
rattlesnake, the midget faded rattlesnake and the m assasuaga (eastern diamondback) rattlesnake.  Rattl esnakes are 
mostly docile and generally will warn, by their dis tinctive rattle, if you are getting too close and w ill normally not 
strike/bite unless they are threatened and/or they cannot escape.  If you encounter a snake back away and give it plenty 
of room and you shouldn’t have a problem. 
 

We should point out that it is only legal to kill a  rattlesnake if it is believed to be an imminent th reat 
to human life or safety.  The killing of a rattlesn ake just because it is venomous is against the law.  
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Question:  My dog is very stubborn and will only re spond to me if I have a treat and there are no othe r distractions.  How 
can I get him to respond all of the time? 
 

The Trainer Answers:  There is a common misconcepti on that dogs trained with treats and positive reinf orcement will 
only work for the “bribe” of a treat and that if he  does not respond  without a treat present, he is being stubborn.  
Assuming that a dog is being stubborn often implies  that the dog knows what you want but willfully dis obeys you.  By 
viewing the situation in this manner, we set oursel ves up for a confrontation.  In most case, the trut h is that the training 
is incomplete.  Your dog has been taught to respond  in very specific situations but it has not been ta ught sufficiently for 
him to understand the same cue in a wider variety o f settings and with greater distractions. 
 

Dogs often are not very good at generalizing learne d behaviors.  Even though a dog knows what “sit” me ans at home 
when treats are being given out does not mean the d og knows what “sit” means while out on your daily w alk.  If you have 
only practiced the behavior in specific locations o r circumstances, he probably does not know what you  mean in new 
situations.  Another example is the context of the situation in relation to you.  Most dogs are taught  to perform behaviors 
directly in front of you.  When asked to perform th e same behavior with your back turned to the dog, i t will often either 
result in a blank stare or the dog running to the f ront of you to perform the behavior.  Now, let’s sa y you are facing the 
front door and he can’t get in front of you.  How c an he possibly sit?! 
 

In some situations, the cue that you think your dog s knows is not the cue he really knows.  I sometime s test my group 
class clients by having them do the following:  Sta nd near your dog.  Stand straight up, hands behind your back, and 
say, “sit” with not body language given.  Some dogs  will sit, but many will not.  Are they being stubb orn?  On the 
contrary, they understand the body language or hand  signal that always accompanies the word, “sit.”  T hese dogs know 
the body language or hand signal that means “sit” b ut not the verbal cue.  Most people are very surpri sed, because they 
assumed the dog was responding to a verbal cue.  Th ey often are not even aware they were communicating  through 
body language. 
 

If treats have always been used in context with hav ing the dog perform a specific cue, quite often the  treat itself becomes 
part of the cue.  When the treat is absent, the dog  no longer understands the cue.  This is why you sh ould remove the 
treat from in front of the dog’s face as soon as th e dog begins to understand what you want.  Only bri ng out the treat 
after your dog has done what you want.  Also, use a s many OTHER types of rewards as you can so your do g does not 
always expect a treat, but does anticipate somethin g good happening – perhaps petting, play time, a wa lk, a toy, or 
something else he enjoys.  Does your dog sit or per form another behavior as soon as he sees the treats  come out 
without you telling him to do anything?  Guess what ?  The treat itself is not just a part of the cue, but the entire cue, to 
perform a behavior! 
 

Expecting your dog to work despite distractions tak es additional step-by-step training once you are su re your dog really 
knows your cues. 
 

I’ve asked my husband many times to shut off lights  when he is finished in a particular room.  He some times leaves the 
lights on despite my frequent reminders.  Since he’ s not doing what I ask him to do immediately every time, should I 
assume he is being stubborn?  Perhaps I need to dem onstrate more clearly who the alpha is at our house … 
 

(This “Ask The Trainer” article is reprinted with p ermission of Sue Brown, owner of Love My Dog Traini ng and a Certified 
Dog Behavior Consultant. Love My Dog Training is lo cated in and services the Denver Metro Area.   
http://www.lovemydogtraining.com ).  
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As you may already know, there is a large loophole in the federal law concerning USDA oversight of lar ge-scale 
commercial dog breeders (known as “puppy mills”).  Currently, breeders who sell to brokers and pet sto res have to be 
licensed by the USDA, while those who sell puppies directly to the public do not. 
 

Introduced in Congress in late May, a bill called t he Puppy Uniform Protection and Safety (PUPS) Act w ill bring ALL 
commercial breeders in the United States under fede ral oversight by requiring any breeder who sells or  offers to sell 
more than 50 dogs annually to the public – includin g over the Internet – to be licensed and inspected.   The bill will also 
require all licensed breeders to exercise every dog  daily. 
 

The PUPS Act is extremely important humane legislat ion that will improve the lives of thousands of dog s across the 
country.  We hope we can count on your support to h elp up get it passed. 
 

What You Can Do?  Now more than ever, it is vital t hat members of Congress hear that puppy mill reform  is important to 
their constituents.  Please visit the ASPCA Advocac y Center to email your senators and representative to urge them to 
support and cosponsor the PUPS Act.  Thank you for your continued support of the ASPCA and our nation’ s animals! 
https://secure2.convio.net/aspca/site/Advocacy?cmd= display&page=UserAction&id=2727&JServSessionIdr004= agzbenhj91.app226b  
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by Victoria “Tori” Rose 

 

Skunk Odor Remover  
 

Do you live in skunk country? Just before selling m y last home, one of my Dobermans got skunked. I’d l ived out in the 
country 6 years but had never had a dog get skunked . One day my red Doberman, Mocha, since deceased, c harged in 
through the doggie door and maniacally wiped her fa ce all over my furniture, bedding, carpeting and cl othing. 
  

That's nasty! 
  

I thoroughly washed everything, but never could get  it out of my couch, which I ended up taking to the  dump. It took 
MONTHS for the odor to completely leave my other po ssessions. I went to Riteaid to buy products with w hich to bathe 
her, and I was standing at the back of the line, re eking like a skunk, when I noticed that at the fron t of the line was an 
Animal Control officer. These guys are very familia r with the smell of skunks. He lifted his nose and sniffed the air… he 
looked back my way and I sheepishly nodded, acknowl edging that I was the offender. We both laughed. 
  

Mocha's smell improved drastically after her bath. However, for several months after that, whenever sh e got wet, I could 
smell the faint odor of skunk on her. 
  

Turns out, the chemicals in the skunk's scent gland s (about 1 tablespoon of musk) are activated by wat er. (Trivia: After 
spraying, it takes a skunk about 10 days to repleni sh its supply.) 
  

Here is the concoction, recommended by my veterinar ian, I used to bathe Mocha: 
  

�  1 qt hydrogen peroxide   
�  ¼ cup baking soda   
�  1 tablespoon dish washing liquid  
  

Mix. Thoroughly wet the dog and knead it into his c oat. Be careful to keep it out of his eyes, nose an d mouth. Rinse 
thoroughly. 
  

(Never use tomato sauce or tomato juice as all it d oes is get your dog red.) 
  

Recently I read in one of my dog magazines that Nat ure’s Miracle, known for its excellent product for gobbling up urine, 
has made a product for getting rid of skunk odor on  dogs.  
  

This is from the magazine: 
  

Our gratefulness knew no bounds when we learned abo ut Nature’s Miracle Skunk Odor Remover, a commercia l product 
found on the shelves of most pet supply stores. It is easy to use – simply saturate the dog with the w atery substance and 
allow him or her to dry. The safe, natural, nontoxi c enzymes in the product are able to neutralize the  odor in one, or at the 
most, two applications. Anyone living with a dog in  skunk territory should have a quart or two ready. 
  

Nature’s Miracle Skunk Odor Remover, made by Eight In One Pet Products. $10.50. Available in most pet supply stores; 
call (877) 880-8855 for locations. 
  

Finally... Discovery Channel's Mythbusters show tes ted various solutions to get rid of skunk odor. The y tested the 
tomato sauce, the hydrogen peroxide recipe given to  me by my vet and a "commercial product," which the y didn't name. 
The hydrogen peroxide recipe worked the best! 
 

(Editor’s Note :  Faithful readers will recall that I ran basicall y this same ‘recipe’ in our August 2008 (Volume 2, Edition 4) 
issue ( http://www.dalmatianrescue.org/NewSpots/NewSpots_2- 4.pdf ).  And I just wanted to reiterate that this DOES wo rk!  
It’s the best de-skunking formula that I have found  to date.) 
 
 

Greenies Too High In Sodium For Dogs On Low-Sodium Diets  
  

Dogs love Greenies!!!! Unless your dog has a heart problem or other health issue that dictates a low s odium diet, 
Greenies are fine in moderation. But if he is on a low-sodium diet, do not feed him “Greenies.” 
  

I discovered Greenies when Dancer was dying of hear t problems (cardiomyopathy and congestive heart fai lure.) I took 
her to her vet who had them on the counter for sale . Back home, I gave her a Greenie, which she loved.  Then I read the 
package, which said to give water with Greenies. Hu mm... I wondered.... I called the manufacturer and found out that the 
small "petite" Greenies have .11 grams (110 milligr ams) of sodium. 
  

Now, per her cardiologist's standard instructions, Dancer was on a low-sodium diet due to her heart co ndition. The kicker 
is that the vet in whose office I discovered Greeni es was her cardiologist. He didn’t know the yummies  he was selling 
were that high in sodium. Again, they are fine in m oderation for healthy dogs, but cardiology patients  need to skip the 
Greenies. 
 

Nanny 911 For Dogs 
In-Home Training/ /Behavior Modification/ /Dog Writer  

303-351-4111 
Free Doggie Tips e-Newsletter 
www.Nanny911ForDogs.com  
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This summer, you and your dog might venture out to the 
wilderness for a relaxing weekend camping trip.  Wh at could 
possibly be better than roughing it in the mountain s with your 
pooch?  Dogs love the chance to get outside and see  the new 
sights, sniff the many wonderfully new smalls and m aybe even 
bark at the wildlife.  Of course everything that is  fun can also 
be a little dangerous without the proper safety pre cautions.  
Keep safety in mind and obey laws and campsite rule s to help 
reduce the risks to your dog while camping. 
 

Preparing for the camping trip  
 

First, you need to get him used to camping and slee ping in a 
tent.  You’ll probably want to use a soft-sided cra te in the tent 
so you don’t damage the tent and so that your buddy  isn’t able 
to dash out of the tent if he hears something outsi de.  To help 
prepare him for this, start by introducing  

him to the soft-sided crate in the house with the c rate door open.  Once he’s comfortable there, try closing the door.  
Next step, camp out in your tent in the backyard wi th your dog. 
 

You should also get y our dog used to drinking bottled or sanitized water , if you can’t bring enough water from home.  
You should also do that at home to make sure he wil l drink it (since water sanitized with iodine table ts will probably taste 
funny to him).  You should NOT allow him to drink u nclean creek or lake water as it could contain bact eria (like Giardia). 
 

What To Bring  
 

You probably already know the things you’ll bring t o make you comfortable, but what about your dog’s t hings?  Don’t 
forget to bring these essentials for camping with y our dog: 

�  A pet first aid kit 
�  Proof of vaccinations for your dog 
�  Dog license, if required where you reside or where you’ll be camping 
�  Two leashes in case one breaks 
�  Extra collar in case the dog’s usual one breaks or is lost 
�  Information on the nearest veterinarian and emergen cy animal hospital 
�  Your favorite ‘deskunking’ product (see the article  “Skunk Odor Remover” on page 4 for a great recipe)  
�  Soft-sided crate 
�  Current photos of your dog in case he wanders off a nd you need help in finding him 
�  Plenty of his normal food to cover at least one ext ra meal than you will need – just in case – so that  he doesn’t 

have to adjust to a new food 
�  And LOTS of yummy treats! 

     

After You Get To Your Destination  
 

Make sure that you obey the laws of the state and m unicipality you’re in, as well as restrictions spec ific to your park and 
campsite, some national or state parks have restric tions such as must be on leash at all times, etc.  Do not assume that 
dogs are allowed, as many national monuments, and s ome parks do not allow dogs or they require that do gs remain 
inside your vehicle (to help protect endangered and  threatened wildlife and plants).   

�

 

Always call ahead of time and explain that you plan  to bring your pooch 
with you.  If you will be camping in the ‘backcount ry’ instead of a 
campsite, call the local authorities and find out i f the area allows dogs.  
Even if there’s no law or regulation that requires it, make sure to keep 
your dog on a leash or under strict voice control.  There are numerous 
dangers to loose dogs in the wilderness, from mount ain lions to trigger-
happy hunters to tiny bacteria in the streams.  And  a loose dog could kill 
or harm native plant and animal life, damaging the area for future 
campers.  For your dog’s safety and that of the loc al ecosystem – keep 
him on leash. 
 

You got your dog acclimated to the soft-sided crate  for a reason… so use 
it!  Don’t let him sleep outside on a tether, as yo u may see other campers 
doing.  That simply makes him an easy meal for any predator in the area 
that wanders in to the campsite. 
  



����������
������
�
���

�

Get On The Ball 
This was recommended to Beth by one of her friends.   She says that the 
‘egg ball’ (starting at $44.95 plus shipping) is be st and most convenient.  
She has been using it and loves it for help in cond itioning her competition 
dogs and for help with her aged dogs as well.  And it can give you a good 
workout too! 
 

You can get more information about this exercise ba ll from the Wizard of 
Paws website at http://wizofpaws.net/ .  They also sell an instructional video 
($39.95) with programs for puppy, beginner, interme diate, and advanced 
levels; and the DVD includes a seminar held by Dr. Saunders for ball work 
novices. 

 

Get The Ball: Choosing The Right Size Ball for Your  Dog 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrSoTvHmQ0g&feature= player_embedded#  

��
�����������
�������������	�
�������������� �

  

PLEASE – They need YOUR help!! Remember when your r escue Dalmatian came home with you, from the warmth  of a loving foster 
family? If we hadn’t had foster homes, you probably  would not have gotten YOUR dog. PLEASE think about  fostering a dog for the 
Dalmatian Rescue where you obtained your Dal, or th e one closet to where you now live, so they can sav e lives like they saved your 
dog’s life!! PLEASE give a warm home to a dog who c an relax, show his true personality, enjoy a thick bed rather than a concrete floor 
in a shelter and get ready for a new home. PLEASE h elp rescues and the dogs so that others might have a dog that is well socialized, 
trained and ready to love. PLEASE think about this…  Dalmatians are everywhere and are literally dying to meet you or someone willing 
to give them a “spot” to LIVE until their forever h ome comes along. PLEASE be a spot for rescue and fo r them? 
 

We thank you and you know any dog you help your loc al rescue save will be eternally grateful! PLEASE s ubmit a foster application if 
you can possibly help your local rescue and them! P LEASE take your cookie… good boy/girl! 
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We all know that Dalmatian hair gets into EVERYTHIN G.  No matter how hard we try to keep it in check, it seems like a 
never ending battle at times.  There was recently a  discussion on the Show Dals List about vacuum clea ners, that we 
thought might be of interest to some of our readers .  A member of the Show Dals List wrote:  “I know t he list has had this 
discussion before but I’m sorry to say I didn’t pay  attention as I wasn’t looking for a vacuum cleaner  at that time!  But I 
(am) hoping to benefit from the list’s experience.  I’m thinking of purchasing the Dyson DC31 Animal h andheld vacuum.  I 
have micro-fiber couches (I know I know – dumb Dalm atian person).  I want to get a good handheld that I can use to get 
the ‘girls’ hair off the couches.  Its useless to s uggest that I’ll keep them off them – I give in eve ry time.” 
 

A lot of responses came in to her plea for help: 
�  I actually read up on these when they first came ou t.  They got poor ratings.  Suction was good, but t he power 

only lasts about six minutes.  It was described as an expensive toy, not worth the price. 
�  I was looking at Dyson uprights for a while (it sou nds like this is a small model so things may be dif ferent).  I was 

pretty much sold on getting one as my next vacuum u ntil I took my old Hoover in for a fix.  The repair  guy said 
that Dyson’s are good vacuums in terms of operation  and picking stuff up, but repair costs are extreme ly high.  
The example he gave me was the belt that runs the b rush.  I can get two for my old Hoover for a few bu cks (under 
$5 I think).  To make the same repair on a Dyson it  is over $70 as you need to replace this other, big  honkin’ part 
at the same time.  It’s the only way to fix the bro ken belt… I don’t know if it depends on the type of  model or 
whatever… but it’s worth mentioning.  If you can ma nage the high repair costs in order to have a very effective 
vacuum I suppose it’s worth it. 

�  You may wish to consider the Eureka 71B Hand-Held V acuum which will absolutely positively solve the Da l hair 
on the couch problem you describe so eloquently.  ( A beam central vac system plus a Dyson animal uprig ht also 
reside in our home, but this little hand-held vacuu m is a “wow” item in my book.) 

�  Our dogs are house dogs and they shed enough hair o n a daily basis to create another dog – or at least  it seems 
that way.  We have a Dyson and have had no problems  with it and it works great. 

�  We’ve got the Bissell Powertrack with the Turbobrus h attachment that works wonders on our micro-fiber couch 
and carpet.  It is 6 years old and still going stro ng.  Under $100. 

�  I have a Dyson animal.  I love it and it’s better a t picking up fur than anything else I’ve seen.  Rep air costs may be 
expensive, but the Dyson comes with a 5 year unlimi ted warranty.  At 2 years, I had a problem and took  it to the 
repiar shop.  They fixed it, cleaned it and put new  filters in it, no charge! 
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The Rules: 
1. Dogs are never permitted in the house. The dog l ives outside in an enclosure called a kennel and sl eeps in a specially 
built wood compartment named, for good reason, the doghouse. 
2. Okay, the dog can enter the house but only for s hort visits or if his own house is under renovation . 
3. Okay, the dog can stay in the house on a permane nt basis provided his doghouse can be sold in a law n sale to a 
rookie dog owner. 
4. Inside the house, the dog is not allowed to run free and is confined to a comfortable but secure me tal cage. 
5. Okay, the cage becomes part of a two-for-one dea l in the lawn sale, and the dog can go wherever the  hell he pleases. 
6. The dog is never allowed on the furniture. 
7. Okay, the dog can get up on the old furniture bu t not on the new furniture. 
8. Okay, the dog can get upon the new furniture unt il it looks like the old furniture and then we'll s ell the whole damn 
works and buy new furniture on which the dog will m ost definitely not be allowed. 
9. The dog never sleeps on the bed. Period. 
10. Okay, the dog can sleep at the foot of the bed only. 
11. Okay, the dog can sleep alongside you, but he's  not allowed under the covers. 
12. Okay, the dog can sleep under the covers but no t with his head on the pillow. 
13. Okay, the dog can sleep alongside you, under th e covers with his head on the pillow, but if he sno res, he's got to 
leave the room. 
14. Okay, the dog can sleep and snore and have nigh tmares in your bed, but he's not to come in and sle ep on the couch 
in the TV room, where you're now sleeping. That's j ust not fair. 
15. The dog never gets listed on the census questio nnaire as "primary resident" even if it's true. 
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1. My life is likely to last ten to fifteen years. Any separation from you will be painful for me. Rem ember that when you 
buy me. 
2. Give me time to understand what you want of me. 
3. Place your trust in me - it's crucial for my wel l-being. 
4. Don't be angry at me for long, and don't lock me  up as punishment.  You have your work, your entert ainment and your 
friends. I have only you. 
5. Talk to me sometimes. Even if I don't understand  your words, I understand your voice when it's spea king to me. 
6. Be aware of however you treat me, I'll never for get it. 
7. Remember before you hit me that I have teeth tha t could easily crush the bones in your hands, but t hat I choose not to 
bite you. 
8. Before you scold me for being uncooperative, obs tinate or lazy, ask yourself if something might be bothering me. 
Perhaps I'm not getting the right food, or I've bee n out in the sun or in the cold too long, or my hea rt is getting old and 
weak. 
9. Take care of me when I get old. You too, will gr ow old. 
10. Go with me on difficult journeys. Never say: 'I  can't bear to watch it', 'let it happen in my abse nce' or 'I am tired of 
you’. Everything is easier for me if you are there.  Remember, I love you. 
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Canned pumpkin!  Not the pumpkin pie filling with a ll the spices, but 100 
percent canned pumpkin.  The amount you give depend s on the size of the 
dog (for an average sized Dalmatian, about half a c up or so should be 
plenty).  Give the first ‘dose’ and then about an h our later, give some more.  
That will usually do the trick.   
 

This in no way implies that if your dog is ill you don’t need to get her to the 
vet.  If your dog has more than two ‘episodes’ or i t lasts more than a day, has 
blood in it, or if it’s accompanied by other sympto ms – call your veterinarian 
immediately and as him or her for their advice sinc e there are other concerns 
and because constant diarrhea can cause dehydration  in dogs.  All dogs 
have minor bouts of occasional diarrhea at some poi nt in time.  Usually this 
is caused by something that they ate that doesn’t a gree with them.  Pumpkin 
can help get them back to normal more quickly.  Kee p unopened cans of it in 
the cupboard (they last a long time if unopened) an d opened, unused 
portions can be frozen to use later.  Pumpkin can a lso help relieve 
constipation, too!! 
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Well, it took a while, but we finally made it!  Che ck us out on Facebook at: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=120579127982 236#!/pages/Fort-Collins-CO/Dalmatian-Rescue-of-
Colorado/120579127982236 .   
We are also (as many of you know) on MySpace.  You can check us out there at: 
http://www.myspace.com/dalmatianrescueofcolorado .  
 

The thing is, our webmaster is just too busy to kee p them up to date and fresh.  So, we need someone w ith the time and 
vision to take the page and make it the best that i t can be.   
 

If you are interested, please let our webmaster kno w by sending an email to spotted-dog-designs@comcas t.net or by 
leaving a note on our wall. 
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Well, if you’re anything like me… FREE is always a good thing!  That is why I am happy to tell you abo ut a couple eBooks 
that the publishers/editors have kindly allowed us to offer to you absolutely FREE of charge.   
  

 

From the publishers of the Happy Tails books comes a completely FREE eBook, “ Mill Dog Manifesto ”, with 
valuable information about puppy mills, and rescue dogs. While it was written primarily for the adopte r of 
the puppy mill dog, it is equally applicable to any  dog with an unknown past (which is practically eve ry dog 
taken in by any rescue organization) that is adopte d through the local shelter or breed rescue group.  It 
contains lots of training ideas, suggestions and ti ps. And a photo of one of our very own dogs, Tillie, is  on 
page 7!!  Download it here:  http://happytailsbooks.com/milldog.htm# .  
  
 

“ Adopting a Rescue Dog, The First Seven Days ” is a FREE eBook that we highly 
recommend. Rescuing a dog from a shelter (or rescue  group like Dalmatian Rescue of 
Colorado) is a wonderful way to give a dog a second  chance at life, and find yourself a new 
best friend. But, how do you help start this new re lationship off on the right paw? This 
FREE Guide walks you through the first seven days o f adopting a rescue dog. Veterinarian 
Dr. Susan Wright and Editor Misty Weaver take you t hrough the first seven days, from 
selecting a dog that will be a good fit with your f amily (Chapter Four) through to 
establishing routines (Chapter Seven), and socializ ation (Chapter Eleven). Each chapter 
ends with a real story from a family that adopted a  rescue dog, sharing with you the joys 
and challenges that accompany any adoption. As you and your dog work together to find a 
new rhythm together, this guide provides you with t he tips and tricks that will make your 
adoption a little easier and smoother for both mast er and dog. With some work, a bit of 
good advice, and a lot of love we know you will cha nge two lives for the better.  Download it 
here:  http://www.dogfencediy.com/rescue-dog/ .   
 

"Old dogs, like old shoes, are comfortable. They mi ght be a bit out of shape and a little worn around the edges, but they 
fit well." - Bonnie Wilcox 'Old Dogs, Old Friends' 
 

"Do not make the mistake of treating your dogs like  humans or they will treat you like dogs." - Martha  Scott 
 

"How many legs does a dog have if you call the tail  a leg? Four. Calling a tail a leg doesn't make it a leg." - Abe Lincoln 
 

"A barking dog is often more useful than a sleeping  lion." - Washington Irving 
 

"If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some inf luence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around." -  cowboy wisdom 
 

"Never stand between a dog and the hydrant." - John  Peers 
 

"A piece of grass a day keeps the vet away" - Unkno wn Dog 
 

"A dog is a dog except when he is facing you. Then he is Mr. Dog." - Haitian Farmer 
 

"A dog wags its tail with its heart" - Martin Buxba um 
 

"Some of my best leading men have been dogs and hor ses." - Elizabeth Taylor 
 

"Every boy should have two things: a dog, and a mot her willing to let him have one"  - Anonymous  
 

 

Do you have a business or a hobby that other adopte rs, fosters, and volunteers might be interested in?  Let us help you 
spread the word by ‘advertising’ in Dalmatian Rescu e of Colorado’s monthly newsletter – NewSpots!  We currently notify 
a little over 450 people of the new editions of New Spots!  That’s a lot of word of mouth and print adv ertising for FREE!! 
 

Advertising in NewSpots! is free!! 
 

Simply contact the editor, Karl Schill, at dalmatia nrescueofco@comcast.net and he will work with you t o provide your ad 
and place it prominently within the newsletter. 
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My name is Tea, and I now have a best friend - Fore st. He came out of the forest, and he is 
*FOR US*T, Here is our story. 
 

In the middle of December we lost our Sparky very q uickly and all of us (Myself, my wife 
An, and Sparky's mom, Mariah) felt a huge hole in o ur hearts. The sadness continued and 
we finally decided to adopt another Dal. In the ear ly part of February, we were speaking 
with Beth about adopting a Dal from the web site. A  couple of days later we got a call from 
her about a dog in a desperate situation that neede d our help. Even though we live in 
Provo, Utah, I told her we would be very humbled to  be able to help out. Beth had few 
details, but I said it didn't matter and that we wo uld be there in two days (when my wife 
wouldn't be working). 
 

It was snowing when we headed out, but I have a big  4-wheel drive truck, so I knew we 
could make it there. The weather slowed us down, bu t didn't stop us, and we met up with 
Forest in Colorado. 
  

Forest was a sad sight, he was just skin and bones and had sores all over his body. He 
was so weak he had a hard time standing up. Our hea rts just went out to him. He hadn't  

�
had a home all winter (he was found wandering in th e Rockies in the middle of winter) and now he was g oing to have a 
forever home. We were told that they called him Vic tor, but we decided to call him Forest, and the nam e really suits him. 
After a lot of work, love and doctoring, his sores are all healed and he has weight on. His back legs are getting stronger 
every day and he is learning to live in a home (he still has some of the wilderness in him at times). He loves to climb over, 
under or squeeze through anything he can find. He l oves going for rides in the truck - it actually put s him to sleep, and he 
is learning about going fishing. He loves spending time in the music recording studio with me and hang ing out with the 
guys. He loves to go outside and help with what eve r you are doing and taking naps in the grass on the  back lawn. But 
his most favorite thing is curling up next to me at  night to go to sleep (yes, dogs are spoiled at our  house!). He is 
extremely attached to me and has a devoted heart to  me. We are still bonding tighter and tighter toget her every day. 
Thank you for our "Forest". 

Tea C. 
Provo, UT �
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I first met Lisa on Dec 14, 2007 when I picked up t his scared little 
girl at the DDFL to transport her to her foster mom .  Didn’t think 
much about her until I get a call asking if I would  foster her 
because we needed to place a special needs senior i n her foster 
home.  My current foster (at the time, Eddie the Da lmatian/English 
Pointer mix) and Lisa became fast friends.  I soon discovered Lisa 
liked to jump on the fence.  Not over it, which she  could do easily 
if she wanted.  She jumps up and hangs on, looks ov er the fence 
and once she’s happy she’s seen everything, she hop s off the 
fence!  Lisa had some interest by people wanting to  adopt her but 
no one was hooked enough to make her part of their family.   
 

So she stayed here, saying good bye to other foster s and 
welcoming the new ones and making them feel at home .  She 
seemed to understand and accept that dogs will come  and go 
around here, and that was all right because she sta yed and loved it 
here.  And all the while, Lisa was working her way into my heart. 

When I started fostering about 30 or so dogs ago, I  promised myself that I would not adopt any of them  because that 
would be one less space for a dog in need of a plac e to hang out till their forever home was ready. 
 

It was during a visit by my mother that my sister-i n-law said something that struck a chord with me.  She said, of Lisa, 
“You can see how much she really loves you.”  And I  thought about that comment for several days and I just couldn’t get 
it out of my mind.  Now, in hindsight, I think Lisa  might have known all along that on the day she arr ived as a foster – she 
had found her forever home.  It just took me longer  to realize it than she did.  Guess some dogs reall y are smarter than 
people!  So, on June 25 th, 2009 after living with me for just over 13 months , I adopted her and made it official – Lisa was 
home!  

Karl S.  
Colorado Springs, CO  
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7 Years Old, Black Female 
Reason Available:  Stray 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucy was a stray, but as often happens, strays are 
never looked for. They are tossed out to fend for 
themselves when owners don’t care. We found her, wh y 
didn’t the owners find her?? Lucy is a mature dog t hat 
we have pulled from a Tucson, AZ shelter. Probably 7-8 
years of age. She is timid at first, but does warm up to 
people nicely and she is such a gentle girl. She is  good 
with other dogs but cats are unknown. She is also g ood 
with kids. It would be nice if she could live into her 
golden years with someone to love her. She is curre ntly 
in a temporary foster home in Phoenix, AZ but needs  a 
more permanent foster home or better yet a forever 
home somewhere! We are able to move her with a very  
reasonable, paid rescue transporter if there is int erest 
outside of the Phoenix area. The local rescues are  

packed full of dogs so we stepped in to save Lucy f rom her fate in a packed shelter. If you are intere sted in helping 
Lucy, please let us know. You can write Lisa at Phx DalStation@aol.com or call Paige at 970-471-6141 
(paigesantini@yahoo.com). We are happy to help move  her within a reasonable distance. We can get her t o 
Albuquerque, or Las Vegas, or you tell us where. Wo uldn’t Lucy make a nice compliment to your home? �
�
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When Hudson's owner died he was taken 
immediately to the closest shelter. Apparently the 
family didn't want a very fat dog, yet who let him 
get so fat? He weighed 104#!! Hudson has been 
on the Patsy plan where he has run and been 
swimming, and lost nearly 30# so far!! Hudson is 
the happiest, bounciest boy you'll ever meet. He 
loves everything and everyone and will shake 
both hands. Big H isn't so big any more but he is 
still a BIG guy in everyone's heart. Hudson is 
good in the house, great with all the other dogs in  
his foster home but cats are unknown. This guy 
is a really neat sweetheart who only needs room 
to continue to run and a dedicated owner to help 
him stay in shape. He LOVES to swim and to play 
and to cuddle. What more could you want? 
Hudson is currently near Fort Worth TX and we 
can arrange a ride whenever you’re ready to 
bring him home! Let us know if you'd like him! 

 
 �
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Dalmatian Rescue of Colorado, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) N on-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductib le!! 

6828 Rim Rock Trail, Fort Collins, CO 80526  Rescue Hotline:  303-281-8963   Fax:  970-377-9509 
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